Approved Minutes        
TOPSHAM BOARD OF SELECTMEN

January 21, 2010 Meeting

Topsham Municipal Complex
CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.


ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS

Selectmen present:  Sandra Consolini, Steve Edmondson, Ron Riendeau, Don Russell,

        James Trusiani 

Also present Assistant Town Manager Paul Caruso


TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
· Alex Petroff will be making a presentation about his organization Working Villages at the Topsham Public Library on April 6th at 7 p.m.  Thank you to Topsham Librarian Susan Preece and to Laura Kahn of Working Villages for setting up this presentation.

· Town Manager Jim Ashe and Public Works Director Rob Pontau have been working with MDOT and a couple residents who live near the Coastal Connector and the intersection for the Highlands regarding the noise being generated by trucks stopping at that traffic signal.  MDOT has approved a sign requesting limited use of Jake brakes in the area.

· Meetings of the Board of Selectmen and of the Planning Board will now be re-broadcast three additional times.  Thank you to Pam LeDuc for working on a way to accomplish this without additional staff or equipment.

· General Assistance Director Linda Dumont states donations of $4,000 and $2,000 for the Fuel Assistance Fund and the general program have been received.

BOARDS AND COMMITTEE GOALS AND UPDATES

John Rensenbrink, chair of the Topsham Government Improvement Committee, announced a public meeting is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on Monday, January 25th in the meeting room of the Municipal Complex.  The meeting will be televised for the public and will begin with a committee overview of its report followed by citizen input.  The committee has been working to improve Town Meeting conduct, participation and citizen preparation as well as to “revive the spirit and substance of Town Meeting”.  The report includes a table of contents and an overview with specifics regarding twenty recommendations.  It is available for review at the Topsham Public Library, the Clerk’s Office, and on the homepage of the Town Website.  The committee stresses the need for public participation and is open to questions and comments.  Information gained will be “digested” and incorporated into a final report.

PUBLIC COMMENT - None
CORRESPONDENCE - None
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA - None
CONSENT CALENDAR - Approval of the minutes of the Board of Selectmen meeting December 17. 2009

Page 4 – Selectman Edmonson should read Selectman Edmondson 

Motion by Selectman Russell

To accept the Consent Calendar as corrected 

Seconded by Selectman Consolini
Unanimous

Motion Passed

PUBLIC HEARING - None
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Selectman Consolini questioned whether Board members would be willing to review and sign a copy of a document titled Resolution of the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Topsham once approved by the 2007 Board of Selectmen for the Androscoggin River Alliance regarding a Federal Clean Water Act.  Town staff cannot find either the original or a copy of the signed document.  A newly signed document would be an asset when submitting grant proposals.

Consensus:

Selectman Consolini will look into whether the Board of Environmental Protection may have a copy of the original signed document.  This item will be placed on the agenda for the February 4th Board of Selectmen meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

01-10
Discussion and any appropriate action on the opening for a parcel of town-owned 
property identified as Lot 081 Map R02

Selectman Riendeau read from a memo received from Town Manager Jim Ashe including the following points relative to the agenda item:

· More time should have been spent on understanding the issues surrounding zoning etc., before putting the parcel out to bid

· A lack of a right-of-way to get to the property

· Town zoning ordinances on an extractive industry restrict any extraction within 300 feet of any property line

· A recommendation that the Board of Selectmen not open or award presented bids for this property at this time

· Concurrence from the town attorney and a recommended motion to address the issue

Motion by Selectman Russell

That the property (Map R02 Lot 081) not be sold or offered for sale at this time and that the unopened bids be returned to the bidders

Seconded by Selectman Consolini
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Selectman Consolini expressed concern that information should have been forthcoming regarding the issue prior to the memo from the Town Manager i.e. she had no knowledge of the 300 foot buffer before the parcel was put out to bid.  She noted Bill Whorff and Maine Gravel extract now within 300 feet of town-owned land or land owned by the railroad or Lot 4A.  When she asked if there will be some sort of information sharing regarding the Town Manager’s correspondence with Mark Ponziani and his proof that extracting has been occurring, she was assured that if the motion passes, further discussion will be an on-going process.

Selectman Russell identified two issues relative to this agenda item:

1. This motion is only to defer the opening of bids and return them to their submitters

2. The concern regarding the 300 feet is a separate issue

Vote on Motion

Unanimous

Motion Passed

Liz Armstrong questioned whether the lot is suitable for extraction noting it may be a parcel burdened by wetland and zoning issues.  Someone could buy the lot but not use it for extraction.  The concern exists that bidders may not be aware the lot may be unsuitable for extraction.

MOTION by Selectman Trusiani

To adjourn the meeting

Seconded by Selectman Edmondson


Unanimous

MOTION PASSED

Meeting Adjourned at 7:25 P.M.

NEXT MEETING:  

THURSDAY – FEBRUARY 4, 2010



            MUNICIPAL COMPLEX





     7 P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted

Sandy Jalbert










Recording Secretary
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