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TOWN OF TOPSHAM

PLANNING BOARD MEETING

August 5, 2008
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Don Russell; Vice-Chairmen, Stephen Mathieu, 

Tim Dunham, Paul Bennett, Ron Bisson and Nora Wilson
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Don Spann, Chairmen
STAFF PRESENT:
Richard Roedner, Town Planner
Irene Dubreuil, Recording Secretary
ROLL CALL
The recording secretary conducted the roll call as noted above.

Noting that Don Russell, Vice Chairmen ran the meeting as the Chairmen, Don Spann was absent.

MINUTES

Motion was made by Ron Bisson and seconded by Nora Wilson to accept the minutes from July 15, 2008.
VOTED



5-0-1 (Tim Dunham abstained)
Don Russell, Vice-Chairmen discussed that #4 Election of Officers took placed at the last meeting so this was taken off the agenda.
4. PUBLIC HEARING- PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 175, SITE PLAN REVIEW, REGARDING SITE PLAN REVIEW THRESHOLDS;
Don Russell, Vice Chair opened the Public Hearing.

There were no Public comments.

Don Russell, Vice Chair closed the Public Hearing.

A discussion took place among the board members on the language for this proposed amendment. They made some suggestions on the language change and it was noted.

A motion was made my by Ron Bisson and seconded by Stephen Mathieu to approve the proposed amendments to the Topsham Site Plan Review ordinance, Chapter 175 of the Topsham Town Code, and recommend to the Board of Selectmen that this item be placed on an upcoming Town Meeting Warrant, with an affirmative recommendation from the Planning Board.
VOTED


All were in favor   6-0-0

5. PULBIC HEARING- PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 225, TOPSHAM ZONING ORDINANCE, REGARDING CHANGEABLE SIGNS, CHAPTER 225.33;
Don Russell, Vice Chairmen opened the Public Hearing.

There were no comments from the Public.

Don Russell, Vice Chairmen closed the Public Hearing.

The board had a lengthy discussion on the changes being done to this ordinance. They have asked Richard Roedner, Town Planner to get the State Codes on changeable signs and to bring this language back to the Board with all the new changes.

6. SKETCH PLAN REVIEW- PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE 

TOPSHAM FAIR MALL SUBDIVISION, REGARDING THE STRUCTURE OF THE TOPSHAM FAIR ALL ASSOCIATION;

John Larson, Managing Member of the Topsham Fair Mall explained to the board  that the creation of Topmall Owners Association in conjunction with the zero lot line subdivision of the original Mall building and parking lot in 1998.
The owners of the Topsham Fair Mall are seeking the board to approve an amendment to the original subdivision plan. At the time of the subdivision they included the vacant land south of the Mall. As development plans/practices have changed, the lots immediately to the South of Village Candle will likely be developed completely separately from the Mall. 
A motion was made by Stephen Mathieu and seconded by Tim Dunham in the regards to the request by the Topsmall Owner Association to modify the conditions of approval  of  the Topsham Fair Mall Subdivision made in 1998 to create zero lot lines for the existing tenants at that time to exempt Lots J-1 and J-2  from  participation in the Topsmall Owner Association that was create as part of that.
VOTED



All were in favor 6-0-0

7. REVIEW OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO TOPSHAM ZONING ORDINANCE REGARDING LAND USES AT THE FORMER TOPSHAM ANNEX;

Richard Roedner, Town Planner presented a draft of proposed zoning language intended to implement the Annex Reuse Plan. He has reformatted the language to include two new zones to the Topsham Zoning Ordinance, a Main Street Residential Zone (R4) and a new Business Park 2 zone. The board reviewed the changes and made comments on the new language. They have asked Mr. Roedner to take all the comments and make the changes and return the new language at the next Planning Board meeting.
ADJOURN
Motion was made by Stephen Mathieu, seconded by Nora Wilson, to adjourn at 8:20.

All were in favor.   6-0-0






  _________________________________






  Irene Dubreuil, Recording Secretary
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