






April 1, 2008
TOWN OF TOPSHAM

PLANNING BOARD MEETING

April 1, 2008
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Don Spann, Chairman; Stephen Mathieu, Don





Russell; Nora Wilson, Paul Bennet, Ron Bisson, Tim Dunham
MEMBERS ABSENT:

None
STAFF PRESENT:
 

Rod Melanson, Assistant Planner (recording)
ROLL CALL
The recording secretary conducted the roll call as noted above.

MINUTES OF March 18, 2008
Motion was made by Don Russell, seconded by Ron Bisson, to accept the minutes of March 18, 2008.   5-0-2 (Two - abstained)

1.  PUBLIC HEARING- The Planning Board will hear all comments and concerns on the proposed ordinance amendment An Ordinance to Amend the Topsham Zoning Ordinance, Section 225-33.D – Official Business Directional Signs. The amendment will restrict Maine Department of Transportation Business Directional Signs from any residential street

The Board presented and discussed the proposed amendments to Chapter 225-33.D – Business Directional Signs.  Don Spann made the Board members aware that his business has DOT directional signage in Topsham.

There was a discussion on the DOT rules, were Don Spann explained the process for application and installation.

The Board discussed the probation of signage from the Historic District.  The Board agreed that the HDC reviews signs, and may refuse to permit DOT Business Directional Signs at their discretion.  There was no further discussion or amendments to the original proposal.

The Chair opened the Public Hearing:

Michelle Moody: Why restrict directional signs?  What is a residential street?

The Board defined the residential versus collector street, and mentioned the previous complaints on the matter from residential areas.

Patti Lanningan

Spoke in favor of the amendment, and questioned who would follow up with removal of existing signs.

The Board responded by saying the Code Enforcement Officer would be responsible for any signs in violation.

Lance Burpee

Spoke in favor of the amendment

Michelle Moody

Questioned the size limitations of the signs, and wondered if the Board should add language stating that all DOT signs go to a Selectmen Public Hearing.  

The Board decided to add this to future discussions.

2. PUBLIC HEARING- The Planning Board will heat all comments and concerns on the proposed ordinance amendment An Ordinance to Amend the Topsham Zoning Ordinance, Section 225-79 – Procedure. The amendment will remove proposed amendments by individuals from the Ordinance.

Don Spann recused himself from discussion.

Stephen Mathieu presented the intentions of this ordinance, citing the ongoing planning efforts and mending a “loophole” in the ordinance.

The Public Hearing was opened by Vice Chair Ron Bisson.

Gordon Donnelly

Questioned how often this ordinance provision was used.

The Board responded that there have been two uses in recent memory.

Michelle Moody 

Commented that the 5% for a petition is not an arduous hurdle.

3. PUBLIC HEARING- The Planning Board will hear all comments and concerns on the proposed ordinance amendment to amend the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and accompanying map.  The amendment will allow for the Town of Topsham to comply with newly adopted State standards for management of Topsham’s identified Shoreland Zone.  The amendments to the ordinance are directly adopted from the Maine State Department of Environmental Protection Shoreland Zoning Program.

Rod Melanson presented the new proposed guidelines as adopted from the Maine DEP.
The Public Hearing was opened 

Gordon Donnelly 

Questioned the differences between districts.  In particular, what is meant by a “genral development” district?

Michelle Moody

Commented that the Town should have a way to register agricultural conservation plans under the agricultural use in the shoreland zone.

Rod told the Board that the Maine DEP reviewed the proposed map and suggested that all Limited Residential Shoreland areas that fall within the 100 year floodplain be placed inot a Resource Protection District status.  The Board agreed to make the change, and will hold a public hearing on April 15, 2008.

ADJOURN
Motion was made by Ron Bisson, seconded by Don Russell, to adjourn at 8:45.

All were in favor.   6-0-0
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