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MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM
PLANNING BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 1, 2009, 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Don Spann, Chairman





Don Russell, Vice Chairman





Ronald Bisson





Michael Colleran





Stephen Mathieu




Jay Prindall





Nora Wilson


MEMBERS ABSENT:
All present.
STAFF PRESENT:
Rod Melanson, Assistant Planning Director
A meeting of the Topsham, Maine Planning Board was held on September 1, 2009 at the Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine.   Chairman Spann called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
It was noted that prior to the meeting the Board conducted a Site Walk to view property at 90 Main Street, Topsham.
1.
ROLL CALL

The recording secretary conducted the roll call and noted that all members were present.  

Chairman Spann extended a welcome to the newest member on the Board, Jay Prindall.  Individually, members of the Board introduced themselves to Mr. Prindall. 

2.
MINUTES FROM THE AUGUST 18, 2009 MEETING

Motion was made by Donald Russell, seconded by Stephen Mathieu, and it was 

VOTED



To approve the minutes of the August 18, 2009 meeting as amended.

(Amendments included:  Pg. 1, Item 2, change the word “absent” to “excused.”   Pg. 1, Item 4, add as last sentence:  “The Board moved into Workshop Session.”)

3.
STREET ACCEPTANCE – GEORGE SARGENT HAS RE-SUBMITTED A PROPOSED STREET ACCEPTANCE FOR ALPHONSE DRIVE.

Mr. Sargent spoke from the podium and told the Board that he believed he had met all the criteria that the Board had requested.

Don Russell presented a brief history that Mr. Sargent’s request was heard last year and the Board recommended that the Town accept the road.  However, at the May Town Meeting there was a lack of clarity as to how the road had been constructed and the vote was not accepted.  


The board heard the case again in July of this year and requested some form of written documentation as to the way the road was built.  Mr. Sargent submitted the original subdivision road design as drawn by Pine Tree Engineering for the Board’s review.  In addition, the Planning Director requested and received a written review from former Public Works Director Wes Thames.  Mr. Thames comments read as follows: 


“Before paving Alphonse Drive I was requested to check for completeness with George Sargent due to him wanting the Town to take it over.  I requested for test pits at all 50-foot stations along the centerline of the roadway.  All gavel depths in all stations met Town Code.  I also inspected all drainage installs and all were done accordingly with approved plan.  As past public works director I would professional stated that the road meets all Town Codes and Specifications.  Signed:  Wes Thames.”

Mr. Mathieu requested that a request be forwarded to Mr. Thames to update his letter correcting the word “gavel” in the 3rd line to “gravel.”

Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mathieu and it was unanimously

VOTED



To forward the Road Acceptance request of Alphonse Drive to the Board of Selectmen with a recommendation of “Ought to Pass” and to place on the Warrant for the next Town Meeting.

4.
ADJOURN

With no further business to address, motion was made, seconded and it was unanimously 

VOTED 



To adjourn.

workshop

The Board moved into a Workshop to discuss a request for zone change at 90 Main Street, Tax Map U04, Lot 034.













Respectfully submitted,






Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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