APPROVED VERSION

MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
APRIL 21, 2011, 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Ronald Riendeau, Chairman




James Trusiani, Vice Chairman




Andrew Mason





Donald Russell

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Marie Brillant
STAFF PRESENT:
Town Manager, Cornell Knight
A regular meeting of the Topsham, Maine Board of Selectmen was held on Thursday, April 21, 2011 at the Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 
Members of the Finance Committee were also seated at the Board Table, including Jeff Deletetsky, Peter Lepari, William Thompson, Gail Eaton, Phyllis Ponziani and David Douglas.

CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Riendeau called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  All present stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all Selectmen were present, except for Marie Brillant.
TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT

The Town Manager's Report:
· The Swinging Bridge Road Race was postponed until Sunday, April 24, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.  Main Street at the Green Bridge will be closed briefly to start the race.

· The Town Manager said that the new Public Works Director, Dennis Cox started work this week and Mr. Knight thanked Tad Hunter for his service to the community, filling in as interim public works director.  He said that Tad and the highway crew did a great job keeping the roads clear during this long winter.

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES  - None noted.
PUBLIC COMMENT - None noted.
CORRESPONDENCE - None noted.
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA - None noted.
CONSENT CALENDAR

1.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECTMEN MEETING OF 4-7-11.


Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it was unanimously


VOTED



To approve the minutes of the April 7, 2011 meeting as written. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None noted.
OLD BUSINESS - None noted.
PUBLIC HEARING 

29-11
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE MAY 18, 2011 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
It was noted and agreed to add Article 10 to the proposed warrant articles and to advance the numbers on the warrants handed out (i.e., number 10 on the handouts will now be number 11, number 11 will now be number 12, etc.).
Chairman Riendeau explained that the meeting will be conducted as follows:

1.
The Public Hearing will be declared open.
2.
Explanations will be heard from the Town Manager.
3.
Each article will be reviewed one at a time and the public will be invited to comment from the podium as they wish.

4.
The Public Hearing will be closed after the last article is heard with no more comments taken  from the public.

5.
Each article will then be discussed by the Board of Selectmen and a decision made whether or not to place the article on the Town Meeting Warrant.

6.
The Finance Committee will then discuss and vote on each article and make their recommendation. 

The Public Hearing was declared open.

The Town Manager presented a budget review and explained differences from the amounts of last year and this year.  He said working with the Finance Committee was a good experience.  

There were no comments from the public following Mr. Knight's report.

Chairman Riendeau read aloud each of the articles as follows:

ARTICLE 2 - TO HAVE THE TOWN VOTE TO RAISE, APPROPRIATE AND SPEND THE SUM OF $1,464,163 FOR DEBT SERVICE.  - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 3 - TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO SPEND FOR GENERAL GOVERNMENT UNDER THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS AND TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE FOR THE SAME: - No comments from members of the public.
	
	2010-2011
	2011-2012

	1.
	Administration
	289,514
	194,198

	2.
	Municipal officers
	18,569
	18,769

	3.
	Finance Manager
	64,650
	68,238

	4.
	Central Services
	99,500
	100,000

	5.
	Tax/Clerk
	219,351
	240,784

	6.
	Codes
	65,000
	79,818

	7.
	Assessing
	145,632
	153,187

	8.
	Elections/registration
	6,030
	6,650

	9.
	Planning Office
	211,360
	223,696

	10.
	Economic Development
	92,650
	95,772

	11.
	Municipal Insurance
	76,500
	78,000

	12.
	Facilities Maintenance
	148,844
	154,057

	13
	Parks/Recreation
	337,026
	331,149

	14.
	Library
	364,448
	373,057

	15.
	General Assistance
	64,466
	70,483

	16.
	Contractual Services
	119,850
	164,850

	17.
	Public Utilities
	279,000
	274,000

	
	TOTAL
	$2,602,390
	$2,626,708

	
	
	
	

	BOARD OF SELECTMEN RECOMMENDATION
	
	$2,626,708

	FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENTATION
	
	$2,626,708


ARTICLE 4 - TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO SPEND FOR THE CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND UNDER THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS AND TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE FOR THE SAME. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 5 - TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN TO SOLICIT BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE AND FINANCING OF A PLOW TRUCK IN THE AMOUNT OF $135,000, WITH A DOWN PAYMENT OF $35,000 TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION AND WITH THE REMAINING $100,000 TO BE FINANCED OVER FIVE YEARS THROUGH A LEASE/PUCHASE AGREEMENT OR GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND, AS THE BOARD DEEMS APPROPRIATE. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 6 - TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN TO SOLICIT BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE AND FINANCING OF A LADDER TRUCK IN THE AMOUNT OF $800,000, WITH A DOWN PAYMENT OF $200,000 (WITH $50,000 TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION AND $150,000 TO BE EXPENDED FROM THE FIRE TRUCK RESERVE ACCOUNT) AND WITH THE REMAINING $600,000 TO BE FINANCED OVER TEN YEARS THROUGH A LEASE/PURCHASE AGREEMENT OR GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND, AS THE BOARD DEEMS APPROPRIATE.  Comments were received from Jim Force and Kevin Obery.
ARTICLE 7 - TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO SPEND FOR PUBLIC SAFETY UNDER THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS AND TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE FOR THE SAME. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 8 - TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO SPEND FOR PUBLIC WORKS, SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING UNDER THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS AND TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE FOR THE SAME. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 9 - TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO SPEND FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR 2011-2012 AND TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE FOR THE SAME. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 10 - TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL TRANSFER $25,000 FROM THE QUALITY OF LIFE RESERVE FUND TO THE ANDROSCOGGIN RIVER BIKE PATH FUND. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 11 - SHALL THE VOTERS ADOPT AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE TO CORRECT OMISSIONS IN THE PERMITTED SIGN TABLE AND THE MAXIMUM SIZE SIGN TABLE?"  - Comments were received from Liz Armstrong, Paul Woods, Jay Prindall, Mark Ponziani, Jeff Deletetsky, Bill Morin, Phin White and David Reed.
ARTICLE 12 - SHALL THE VOTERS ADOPT AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TOWN CODE, CHAPTER 225-33 REGARDING THE PLACEMENT OF ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTERS?"   (Discussions on Article 11 and Article 12 ran together and several of the citizens mentioned above commented on Article 12 when speaking to Article 11.)
Selectman Russell said he wanted to make it clear that Article 11 was a new article and shouldn't  be combined with Article 12.  In the absence of Article 11 passing there will be several zones in the Town without a sign ordinance.  
ARTICLE 13 - SHALL THE VOTERS ADOPT AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TOPSHAM ZONING ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 224-51, REGARDING SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, CHURCHES, FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS AND NOT-FOR-PROFIT CLUBS, AND TO AMEND THE DEVELOPMETN STANDARDS FOR SUCH USES?" - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 14 - SHALL THE VOTERS ADOPT AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TOPSHAM ZONING ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A NEW ZONE  TO BE KNOWN AS THE LIMITED COMMERCIAL ZONE, AND TO AMEND THE TOPSHAM ZONING MAP?"- Comments were received from Bruce Stahl, Liz Armstrong, Paul Woods, Harold Sandling, Matthew Young, Paul Lauze, Peter Lepari, David Williams and Jay Prindall. 
ARTICLE 15 -  SHALL THE VOTERS ADOPT AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TOPSHAM TOWN CODE TO CREATE A TOPSHAM COMMUNITY FUND AND TO REPLACE CHAPTER 6-24 ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN?" - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 16 - SHALL THE VOTERS ADOPT AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE MAINE UNIFORM BUILDING AND ENERGY CODE (MUBEC) AS REQUIRED BY THE STATE OF MAIN, AND TO REPEAL ANY PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED BUILDING CODE?" - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 17 - TO CONSIDER WHETHER THE TOWN OF TOPSHAM WILL MAKE APPLICATION TO THE MAINE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO RECEIVE A COMMUNITIES FOR MAINE'S FUTURE GRANT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TOPSHAM TRAIL BIKE PATH. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 18 - TO SEE WHAT SUM THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM PROPERTY TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED BY STATE LAW L.D.1 IN THE EVENT THAT THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROVED AT THIS TOWN MEETING RESULTS IN A TAX COMMITMENT IN EXCESS OF THE MAXIMUM PROPERTY TAX LEVY OTHERWISE APPLICABLE SUCH THAT THE INCREASE MAXIMUM PROPERTY TAX LEVY HEREBY ESTABLISHED WILL EQUAL THE AMOUNT COMMITTED. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 19 - TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL FIX THE DATE OF THE MAY 2012 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 20 - TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL FIX THE DATES WHEN TAXES ARE DUE AND PAYABLE AND TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL FIX A RATE OF INTEREST TO BE CHARGED ON TAXES AFTER SAID DATE.  - Comment was received from Liz Armstrong.
ARTICLE 21 - TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL ESTABLISH A MAXIMUM INTEREST RATE TO BE PAID ON ABATED TAXES. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 22 - TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL AUTHORIZE THE SELECTMEN TO DISPOSE OF TOWN-OWNED PERSONAL PROPERTY WITH A VALUE OF 5,000 OR LESS UNDER SUCH TERMS AS THEY DEEM ADVISABLE. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 23 - TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL AUTHORIZE THE SELECTMEN TO ACCEPT GIFTS ON BEHALF OF THE TOWN UNDER SUCH TERMS AS THEY DEEM ADVISABLE. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 24 - TOO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL AUTHORIZE THE SELECTMEN TO CONVEY BY DEEDS OF QUIT-CLAIM TITLE OR OTHER TITLES AS APPROPRIATE ANY REAL ESTATE ACQUIRED BY THE TOWN TO SUCH PERSONS FOR SUCH CONSIDERATIONS AS THE SELECTMEN MAY IN EACH CASE DETERMINE. - No comments from members of the public.
ARTICLE 25 - TOO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN TO APPLY FOR GRANTS, APPROVE THE ACCEPTANCE OF GRANTS, RECEIVE GRANTS, APPROPRIATE THE TOWN'S SHARE OF THE GRANTS FROM FUNDS RAISED AT A TOWN MEETING AND EXPEND THE GRANT FOR THE PURPOSE STATED IN THE GRANT. - No comments from members of the public.
With no further comments to be received from members of the public, the Public Hearing was declared closed and the Board of Selectmen began their deliberations.
ARTICLE 2 THROUGH ARTICLE 8 (Selectmen) - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously 

VOTED


To accept Articles 2 through 8 as presented and to place on the warrant for the upcoming Town Meeting with a recommendation of "Ought to Pass."
Mr. Douglass, Chairman of the Finance Committee noted that the procedure was a little different this year.  He said in past years the Finance Committee left the meeting at this point and would go upstairs to a private to conduct their deliberations.  This year they will deliberate in public following the Board of Selectmen on each article. 

ARTICLE 2 THROUGH ARTICLE 8 (Finance Committee) -  Motion was made by Phyllis Ponziani and seconded by Gail Eaton to recommend that the Board of Selectmen place Articles 2 through 8 on the Warrant with a recommendation from the Finance Committee of "Ought to Pass."  

Peter Lepari moved to amend the motion to exclude Article 3.  Mrs. Ponziani amended her motion to recommend that the Board of Selectman place Articles 2 and 4 through 8 on the Warrant with a recommendation from the Finance Committee of "Ought to Pass."  Mrs. Eaton seconded the amendment.

Vote was called and the amended motion was unanimously passed. 

Motion was then made by Mrs. Ponziani, seconded by Mrs. Eaton and it was

VOTED


To recommend to the Board of Selectmen to include Article 3 on the Warrant with a recommendation from the Finance Committee of "Ought to Pass."

ARTICLE 9 (Selectmen) - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To place Article 9 on the Warrant for Town Meeting for the amount of $54,518 with a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen of "Ought not to Pass."
ARTICLE 9 (Finance Committee)  - Motion was made by Mrs. Eaton, seconded by Mrs. Ponziani and it was 

VOTED


To support the recommendation of the Board of Selectmen to place Article 9 on the Warrant with a recommendation of "Ought not to Pass." 
ARTICLE 10 (Selectmen) - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously
VOTED


To place Article 10 on the Warrant with a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen of "Ought to Pass."


ARTICLE 10 (Finance Committee) - Motion was made by Mr. Lepari, seconded by Mr. Douglass, and it was

VOTED


To place Article 10 on the Warrant with a recommendation from the Finance Committee of "Ought to Pass."


A this point in the meeting, Selectman Trusiani requested to address Article 18 out of order and the Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee had no objections to doing so.

ARTICLE 18 (Selectmen) - Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mr. Russell and it was unanimously
VOTED


To place Article 18 on the Warrant with a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen of "Ought not to Pass."
ARTICLE 18 (Finance Committee) - Motion was made by Mr. Douglass, seconded by Mrs. Ponziani and it was 
VOTED


To place Article 18 on the Warrant with a recommendation from the Finance Committee of "Ought not to Pass."
ARTICLE 11 - Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani to place Articles 11 through 17 and 18 through 25 on the Warrant for Town Meeting as presented.  The motion was not seconded.   The Town Planner noted that the recommendation from the Planning Board on Articles 11, 12 and 13 were "Ought to Pass" but Article 14 was brought forward with no recommendation.
Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To place Article 11 on the Warrant for Town meeting with a recommendation from the Planning Board of "Ought to Pass."
ARTICLE 12 - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was

VOTED


To place Article 12 on the Warrant for Town meeting with a recommendation from the Planning Board of "Ought to Pass."
ARTICLE 13 - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To place Article 13 on the Warrant for Town Meeting with a recommendation from the Planning Board of "Ought to Pass."
ARTICLE 14 - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was

VOTED


To place Article 14 on the Warrant for Town Meeting with no recommendation from the Planning Board.
ARTICLE 15 - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To place Article 15 on the Warrant for Town Meeting with a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen "Ought to Pass."
ARTICLE 16 - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To place Article 16 on the Warrant for Town Meeting with a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen of "Ought to Pass."
ARTICLE 17 - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To place Article 17 on the Warrant for Town Meeting with a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen of "Ought to Pass."
ARTICLE 19 - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To place Article 19 on the Warrant for Town Meeting with a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen of "Ought to Pass."
ARTICLE 20 - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To place Article 20 on the Warrant for Town Meeting, with the date corrected to 4/17/11,with a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen of "Ought to Pass."
ARTICLE 21 - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To place Article 21 on the Warrant for Town Meeting with a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen of "Ought to Pass."
ARTICLES 22, 23, 24 AND 25 - Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To place Articles 22, 23, 24 and 25 as written on the Warrant for Town Meeting with a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen of "Ought to Pass."
ADJOURN
With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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