Approved Minutes 
TOPSHAM BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TOPSHAM MUNICIPAL COMPLEX

MAY 20, 2010 MEETING

CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.


ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS

Selectmen present:
Sandra Consolini, Steve Edmondson, Ron Riendeau, Don Russell, James Trusiani
        
 

Also present: 
        
Town Manager Jim Ashe

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

· Thank you to all who attended Town Meeting last evening and participated in the democratic process.  Thank you to staff who worked preparing the budget as well as setting up for Town Meeting.  Thank you to Brunswick for the table bunting.

· Reminder town offices will be closed Monday May 31st for Memorial Day.  A ceremony will be held at 8:30 a.m. here at the Municipal Complex followed by the parade to Brunswick.

· Received notice from FEMA that an additional check for $13,600 is on its way for the December 2008 storm; that will bring the total received for that storm to $81,608.  Those funds are used to cover such costs as overtime pay and emergency equipment such as the police transmission tower, etc.

· Natural Resource Planner and Parks and Recreation Department Director will be posting notices on playing fields and town public areas affected by browntail moths in an effort to help people understand precautions that need to be taken.

BOARDS AND COMMITTEE GOALS AND UPDATES - None
PUBLIC COMMENT – None
CORRESPONDENCE 
Selectman Trusiani echoed the comments of the Town Manager relative to last evening’s Town Meeting adding that last night proved that Town Meeting does work.  He commended the moderator, Board of Selectmen members, staff, and citizens.  He noted the two hundred plus people who attended were well prepared with questions and concerns.  

Selectman Riendeau extended a thank you to Selectmen Trusiani and Russell for their presentations at Town Meeting noting they set the tone and did an outstanding job to defuse what could have been a difficult Town Meeting.
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA – None
CONSENT CALENDAR  

            
Approval of the minutes of the May 6, 2010 Board of Selectmen meeting

Motion by Selectman Russell

To accept the minutes of the May 6, 2010 Board of Selectmen meeting as printed 

Seconded by Selectman Consolini
Unanimous
Motion Passed

PUBLIC HEARING OPEN 7:07 p.m.

Item #31-10 
Public Hearing on a special event permit at the Topsham Fair Grounds for a one-day circus event at the Topsham Fair Grounds
Selectmen Trusiani and Riendeau stated they are members of the Topsham Fair Association, are not members of its Board of Directors, stand to receive no financial gain from this event, and therefore will be voting on the item.

Selectman Russell stated the guidelines of Topsham Zoning Ordinance 225-72 (C) will be followed.  He then read from the application submitted.

Contact Representative Leon Brillant responded to questions.

Selectman Consolini questioned whether citizens around the event site have been notified.  She was assured notification postcards have been prepared for mailing.

No opposition to the proposed event was expressed.

Selectman Russell read from memos from Police Chief Tim Young and EMS Director Mike Labbe indicating their departments have no concerns regarding the proposed event.   The Fire Department will conduct a Life Safety walk-through of the circus tent once it is set up.

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 7:16 p.m.
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Selectman Russell led the Finding of Facts session.
FNDING OF FACTS

Name of Applicant:  

Topsham Fair Association

Property Owner:

Topsham Fair Association

Property Location:

R-1 Zone – Tax Map U07 – Lot 016





The area is a flat, well-drained site appropriate for this type of use.

Special Event Permit for:
Circus

Promoter:


Walker International Events

Contact Representative:
Leon Brillant

Operating Hours:

Friday, July 2, 2010 from 5 pm – 8pm 





Number of Vehicles:

Approximately 50

Number of Participants:
Approximately 100

Method Used for Estimates:
previous experience with the same circus

Control of Dust & Noise:
Topsham Fair Association water sprinkler truck

Traffic Control & Security:
Red light at Rte 196 & Topsham Fair security personnel 

Use of Topsham Police:
On-call basis if needed

EMS/Fire Coverage:

On-call basis if needed


Bathroom Facilities:

On-site facilities provided by Fair Association

Plans for Vendors:
Provided by promoter i.e. soda, water, popcorn, etc.

No alcohol will be permitted

Overnight Accommodations:
None

Proof of Insurance:

Provided by Topsham Fair Association 

Other:



No public opposition expressed

Down payment for services not required because on-call basis

Police and Fire Departments will bill the Fair Association as appropriate

Selectman Russell read aloud the seven Standards for a Conditional Use Permit as listed in Section 225-59B of the Topsham Code as well as the five Fairgrounds Performance Standards.

Board Members agreed with the Finding of Facts and that all Standards for a Conditional Use Permit and Fairgrounds Performance Standards have been met.
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MOTION by Selectman Russell
To approve the special events permit for a circus at the Topsham Fair Grounds on Friday, July 2, 2010 from 5 pm to 8 pm as meeting the provisions of chapter 225-97 (F) and Chapter 225-59 (A & B) with no special conditions other than if emergency services are used payment will be made according to the terms worked out with those departments providing such services.
Seconded by Selectman Trusiani


Unanimous

MOTION PASSED

UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None

OLD BUSINESS - None
NEW BUSINESS

Item #32-10 
Consideration and any appropriate action to approve the Town Manager’s selection for the Fire Chief position
Jim Ashe reviewed the process followed during the selection process, named those involved in the process, explained the time line followed, and announced the name of the final candidate.  He noted twenty-eight applications had been received with five interviews scheduled.  New to the process was a written component for each of the five interviewed candidates.  The chosen candidate Brian Stockdale is currently a fireman with the Brunswick Fire Department, is a registered nurse, and is finishing a Master’s Degree program in organizational leadership. With Board of Selectmen approval, he is ready to begin work on June 3rd at a salary of $65,000.

MOTION by Selectman Russell
To approve the Town Manager’s selection of Brian Stockdale as Topsham Fire Chief.
Seconded by Selectman Trusiani


Unanimous

MOTION PASSED

Selectman Riendeau noted the interview session was one of the best interviews in his career as a selectman adding Brunswick’s loss is Topsham’s gain.

Selectman Consolini stated she is very impressed with the candidate as well as the interview session adding he will be a good asset to Topsham and she is proud to vote in favor of his hiring. 
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Selectman Trusiani asked the Board to consider looking at the special event permit process for the Topsham Fair Association.

Discussion:

· Promoting use of that location

· Need to look at what is consistent with what goes on during Fair Week

· Current process is cumbersome

· Can promote one-day events in a better way

· If representative of what is done during Fair Week, shouldn’t require a special permit

· Need to update process originally used in 1980’s and 1990’s

· Events greater than those held during Fair Week would need to go through the special permit process

MOTION by Selectman Trusiani

To adjourn the meeting




Seconded by Selectman Edmondson 





Unanimous

MOTION PASSED

Meeting Adjourned at 7:39 P.M. 






NEXT MEETING:  

THURSDAY – JUNE 3, 2010



            MUNICIPAL COMPLEX





     7 P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted

Sandy Jalbert

Recording Secretary
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