APPROVED VERSION

MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
MAY 5, 2011, 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Ronald Riendeau, Chairman




James Trusiani, Vice Chairman




Marie Brillant





Andrew Mason





Donald Russell

MEMBERS ABSENT:
All present
STAFF PRESENT:
Town Manager, Cornell Knight
A regular meeting of the Topsham, Maine Board of Selectmen was held on Thursday, May 5, 2011 at the Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 
CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Riendeau called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  All present stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all Selectmen were present.
TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT

The Town Manager's Report:
· The Town Meeting Warrant is posted on the Town's website.  Click on the Town Meeting Information tab.   The warrant will be mailed next week, so all households will receive it one week prior to the meeting.
· An overview of the warrant was made as a video.  The video will run on Sunday, May 8 at 3:00 p.m.; Wednesday the 11th at 7:00 p.m., Thursday the 12th at 10:00 a.m. and Sunday the 15th at 3:00 p.m.  The video will also be posted on the website.

· A Regional Household Hazardous Waste Collection will take place on Saturday, May 14th at the Bath Public Works Department.  Sign-up and additional information is posted on the Town's website. 

· Selectman Russell added that the School District is having an All-District Budget Meeting on May 19th, the same date as Topsham's Board of Selectmen.  This was discussed by the Board and it was agreed to move the next Selectmen Meeting to May 26, 2011 to allow Selectmen to be able to attend the School District Budget Meeting.

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES 
Merrymeeting Trail Update:  Victor Langelo presented an update of the work being done by the Merrymeeting Trail Group on a trail to run along the railroad corridor.  He said information may be viewed regarding the recent study of the project (a PDF of 50+ pages) on their website at merrymeetingtrail.org.  The trail will begin on the Tedford Road, cross the Cathance Road all the way into Bowdoinham.  Different alternatives are presented in the report with associated cost estimates.  Announcement is expected to be made soon of the date of a public meeting in the early part of June at the Municipal Building. 
Economic & Community Development Update:  John Shattuck presented an update on Economic and Community Development, including:
· Lee Toyota, WITT, LLC, has secured necessary permits for a new building at 113-115 Main Street and a ground breaking announcement is expected soon.  Lee is also expected to announce plans for the building they currently occupy on Main Street.
· Work is proceeding with the Red Mill water front access adhering to DEP regulations and stream crossing rules.  If Omega does not pursue building a road, the owners of the mill will go forward with a Permit-By-Rule process.   Rod Melanson, in the Planning Office, is looking into the possibility of a grant application grant application to assess opportunities for ensuring on going public access to the waterfront.
· Proposals have been received and plans are proceeding with the launching of a TDI website.

· The Midcoast Council of Governments (MCOG) is preparing a CDBG Grant Application with Topsham as the applicant municipality. The grant will seek to define strategies for improving public transit in the Bath-Brunswick-Topsham Region, with the goal of connecting Topsham to existing public transit resources in Brunswick and Bath.  A Public Hearing has been scheduled to begin discussions on the project for Tuesday, May 10, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Once established, the group will present a plan to the Board of Selectman for approval. 

There were no comments from members of the public following Mr. Shattuck's presentation.

PUBLIC COMMENT - None noted.
CORRESPONDENCE - None noted.
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA - None noted.
CONSENT CALENDAR

1.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECTMEN MEETING OF 4-21-11.


Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it was unanimously


VOTED



To approve the minutes of the April 21, 2011 meeting as written. 

            (Vote was 4-0 with 1 abstention (Brillant).
PUBLIC HEARING - None noted.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None noted.
OLD BUSINESS - None noted.
NEW BUSINESS
30-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION FOR A RESOLUTION ON TOPSHAM TRAIL DAY, MAY 15, 2011
Planning Director Rich Roedner gave a report on the proposed Topsham Trails Day scheduled for May 15, 2011.  He said that several trails groups, coordinated through the Greater Topsham Trail Alliance are planning events on a number of trails throughout the day for people to explore and learn about the trail opportunities in Topsham.  Mr. Roedner read a proposed resolution as follows:

"Topsham Board of Selectmen

Resolution for Topsham Trails Day - May 10, 2011
Whereas, the Town of Topsham strives to maintain a healthy community; and

Whereas, the Town of Topsham has invested in the provision of sidewalks and trails within the community to encourage walking, biking and other forms of non-vehicular transportation; and 

Whereas, the Topsham Trail Riders maintains multiple trails for winter and summer usage by snowmobilers, ATV users, mountain bikers and hikers; and 

Whereas, the Greater Topsham Trail alliance is a local association of trail groups with a goal of promoting the development and use of trails; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, that the Topsham Board of Selectmen declares Sunday, May 15, 2011 as Topsham Trails day; and be in further

Resolved, that the Board of Selectmen encourages Topsham residents to celebrate trails by joining in the various trail activities coordinated by the Greater Topsham Trail alliance, in conjunction with other trail groups, including the opening of the Topsham Trail Riders trails, a walking tour of the future Topsham Multi-use Bike Path, trail runs sponsored by Trail Monster Running, and a walking tour of the Cathance River Trails. 
Adopted this 5th day of May, 2011 by the Topsham Board of Selectmen.

Ron Riendeau, Chair

James Trusiani, Vice Chair

Marie Brillant

Andrew Mason

Don Russell"
Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it was unanimously

VOTED


To approve and sign the Resolution for Topsham Trails Day as written and to declare Sunday May 15, 2011 as Topsham Trails Day.

31-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE APPOINTMENT OF TOPSHAM DELEGTES TO THE MIDCOAST ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (MCEDD) GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING ON TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2011
Economic Development Director, John Shattuck presented a report on the Midcoast Economic Development District (MCEDD) who partners with the Midcoast Council of Governments (MCOG) and the Lincoln County Regional Planning Commission (LC-RPC) to create an annual Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).  He said that MCEDD supports the activities of MCOG and LC-RPC to implement the CEDS goals. MCEDD's Economic Development District currently includes Sagadahoc and Lincoln Counties, as well as the towns of Brunswick and Harpswell.  The District is expected to expand to include Knox County and five towns in Southern Waldo County. 
Mr. Shattuck said that in March of this year, MCEDD adopted new bylaws establishing municipal control of this regional planning organization (RPO).  Under the new bylaws, each municipality within the district is to appoint two representatives to the General Assembly.  The General Assembly will then elect from its members a Board of Directors.  Currently, Topsham's current representatives on the MCOG's board are the town manager and the economic and community development director.  

Following Mr. Shattuck's presentation, motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it was unanimously

VOTED



To appoint Town Manager Cornell Knight and Economic Community Development Director, John Shattuck, to serve on the General Assembly of the Midcoast Economic Development District to represent the Town of Topsham.

32-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON UNCOLLECT-ABLE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES ON AN ABANDONED MOBILE HOME AT 3 GILMORE DRIVE
The Town Manager explained this agenda item saying that the mobile home for which $205.58 remains on the books in personal property taxes was demolished and trucked off the site approximately 5 years ago.  A report on same was attached from the assessor.

Following discussion, motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason and it was unanimously


VOTED



To write off the unpaid taxes in the amount of $205.58
33-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON GRANTING A QUIT CLAIM DEED TO RYAN JONES

The Town Manager reviewed the information in the Board packet and explained that this agenda item was tied into agenda item 32-11 in that a different used mobile home was moved into the park onto the same site as the one demolished.  However, that same lot and R.E. account was used for recording the assessments to the new owner Ryan Jones.  Mr. Jones is now selling the mobile home and has paid back taxes amounting to $766.84 which brings him current until October 15, 2011.  As the Town has a lien on the mobile home, a Quit Claim Deed now needs to be issued to Mr. Jones.
Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mr. Mason and it was unanimously

VOTED


To issue a Quit Claim Deed to Ryan Jones with the understanding that the $766.84 due in unpaid taxes will be paid to the Town of Topsham. 
ADJOURN
With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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