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A meeting of the Topsham, Maine Planning Board was held on Tuesday, January 5, 2016 in the Donald A. Russell Meeting Room at the Municipal Building, 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 

1.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL


Chairman Donald Spann called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all members were present, except for Mr. Prindall.
2.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 1, 2015 MEETING


Motion was made by Mr. Bisson, seconded by Mr. Van Note, and it was 
VOTED

To approve the minutes of the December 1, 2015 meeting as amended.
(Amendment:  Pg. 2, under the motion in the middle of the page, change "Mr. Stoddard" to "Mr. Spooner.")

3.
SITE PLAN - CROOKER CONSTRUCTION, LLC HAS SUBMITTED PROPOSED SNOW DUMP AT 169 TOPSHAM FAIR MALL ROAD (OWNER IS TOP, LLC), TAX MAP R05, LOT 021D010

Board member Bisson recused himself from participation on this agenda item due to a possible conflict of interest. 

Ian Messier, Project Manager for Crooker Construction LLC was present to respond to any questions.  Town Planner Rod Melanson reviewed the project which included grading of a site to create a bowl shape area for a future snow dump to receive snow only from the Topsham Fair Mall.  A berm was constructed and stabilized with hay mulch, around the low side of the property to contain any sediment leaving the site.   Approximately 2.6 acres of land was graded by only stripping off the grubbins.  


It was noted that the work has been completed and signed off by the Public Works Director and Topsham's peer reviewer.  On December 3, 2015, Erich Kluck from the Maine Department of environmental Protection conducted a site visit and determined that the property does not require a Notice of Intent to Comply with the snow dump general permit.  

A letter from Mr. Messier, Crooker Construction, dated December 8, 2015 is in file stating that … "in the Spring of 2016, the site will be revegetated, with the berm left in place.  No storm drain structures/systems will need to be placed as all rainwater shall be kept on site. ….It is the intent of Crooker to vegetate the site after snowmelt in the spring.  We will seed and mulch the area to make sure erosion does not occur during the summer months when the snow dump is not used.  This will be monitored periodically by the staff at Crooker.  If any additional erosion control and/or cleanup is needed, it will be done at this time."


Regarding Site Plan Standards, it was noted that the meeting was duly published in the newspaper and all abutters notified.  The Planner reported that the Planning Office did not receive any calls with concerns or questions.  The packets for Board review included:

· Outline of the Review Process
· Application for Sketch Plan Review

· Sketch Plan Requirements Checklist

· Formal Application for Site Plan Approval, and 

· Formal Site Plan Map


Chairman Spann asked if there was anyone present from the public wishing to speak and there was no response.  

Motion was made by Mr. Van Note, Seconded by Mr. Libby, and it was unanimously


VOTED


Based upon the application submitted by Crooker Construction LLC dated December 8, 2015, I hereby move to approve the .6 acre graded area contained in the map submitted to Planning Staff,  having found that the applicable site plan standards within Section 175-8, specifically enumerated in the memo from the Planning Director dated December 23, 2015, have been met with the three conditions set in that memo as follows:


1.
Applicant shall conduct a site inspection in coordination with the Topsham Public Works Director when all snow removal/storage activities have ended for the season.  This inspection will focus on any public roadway maintenance issues at the entrance to the site.



2.
After the snow removal/storage season, the site will be seeded and mulched as noted in the "restoration" section of the application narrative.



3.
The site shall not be used for storage of any other materials other than that associated with now removal, such as no stockpiling of soil/grave/material, etc.

4.
AMENDED BLASTING PERMIT - CROOKER CONSTRUCTION, LLC HAS SUBMITTED PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE BLASTING PERMIT FOR THE END OF EVERGREEN CIRCLE FOR PHASE 3C OF THE HIGHLAND GREEN SUBDIVISION, TAX MAP 509, LOTS 17A012 AND 17A016


Board member Bisson recused himself from participation on this agenda item due to a possible conflict of interest.


Ian Messier represented the applicant, Crooker Construction, LLC, and told the Board that after receiving updated/final design grading plans for the Highland green Phase IIIC project, and conducting on site investigation, Crooker is requesting to revise their blasting permit too allow up to 15,000 CY of rock excavation at the site.  The previously received blasting permit allowed up to 4,000 CY of rock excavation at the site.  Mr. Messier said after removing the topsoil and studying soil boring information Crooker learned that the ledge is closer to the existing grade than anticipated.  He anticipates it will take approximately 80 blasts to get the job done, rather than the 40 blasts predicted earlier.  Request was also made to extend the rock removal process from 4 to 6 weeks to 4 to 8 weeks. 


It was noted that abutters were notified of the new numbers with no comments received.  There was no one at the publicized meeting to speak to the project.  Codes Enforcement Officer Tom Lister suggested that the duration period remain open as the project is limited to a specific area.  

Motion was made by Mr. Van Note, seconded by Mr. Thompson, and it was unanimously


VOTED


To amend the prior approval of December 1, 2015 such that both under the Finding of Facts and approved motion, that the number of yards removed is revised from 4,000 to 15,000 and the number of blasts is revised from 35/40 to 80 blasts.
5.
ADJOURN


Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED to adjourn the regular meeting at 7:20 p.m. and to move into a workshop.

Chairman Spann reviewed the proposed Workshop Agenda, which included:
1.
Vernal Pool Overlay

2.
Zoning Ordinance Amendments Proposals


a.
225-17 - Sheds


b.
225 attachment 1: Permit School Use in R4.  



225 attachment 2: Remove Maximum Setback in R4


c.
225 attachment 1: Add footnote #22 to dwelling, single family in the VC Zone, add Mixed Use Building to table


d.
225-6 -   Definitions


e.
225-14 - Nonconforming


f.
225-19 - Shoreland








Respectfully submitted,







_____________________________







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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