APPROVED 5/11/16

MINUTES
TOWN OF TOPSHAM

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2016, 6:00 P.M.
__________________________________________

A meeting of the Topsham Historic District Commission was held on Wednesday, April 13, 2016, in the Donald A. Russell Meeting Room, at the Municipal Building, 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine.  

1.
CALL TO ORDER - Chairman Gary Smart called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
2.
ROLL CALL - The recording secretary conducted the roll call and noted the following members present:




Gary Smart




Peter Davison





John Graham

Members absent:
Ed Mendes, Kim Mondonedo, Greg Simard

Also present: 
Assistant Town Planner, Carol Eyerman, AICP
3.
MINUTES - APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 13, 2016

Motion was made by Mr. Davison, seconded by Mr. Graham, and it was unanimously

VOTED



To approve the minutes of the January 13, 2016 meeting, as written.

4.
PUBLIC HEARING - (Applications)


CA2016-002 - JUDE MONDONEDO, 15 GREEN STREET, HAS SUBMITTED AN APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATNESS TO REPLACE A STOCKADE FENCE.  PROPERTY IS IDENTIFIED BY TAX MAP U06, LOT 19 IN THE R-1 ZONE

Chairman Smart read the description of Certificate of Appropriateness CA2016-002 and asked the applicant to present his case.  It was noted that the application has been duly advertised and notices forwarded to abutters.

Mr. Mondonedo explained his proposed project to the Board.  He would like to remove an existing spruce stockade fence built in 1990 and replace it with a cedar fence with 4-inch pickets and 5-inich by 5-inch Gothic top posts with straight panel tops.  He brought a sample of the cedar fence to show the Board. The applicant said he is hiring a contactor from Litchfield to install the new fence.  


It was noted that the home is located on a property that contains a contributing building based upon the Architectural Survey with an estimated construction date of the 1800's, in the Federal Architectural Style.  The house is referred to as the R. Ricker House.  


Following Mr. Mondonedo's presentation, the Board discussed the project and asked questions which the applicant responded to.  The applicant does not plan to treat the fence but will consider spraying it with a preservative.  It will not be necessary to remove any trees from the property when installing the fence.  Suggestion was made to move the fence further back as it is now only 4-feet from the street. 


The Public Hearing was declared open.  There being no one wishing to comment, the Public Hearing was declared closed.  


FINDING OF FACTS

The following Finding of Facts were established:


1.
The property is owned by Jude and Kimberly Mondonedo.


2.
The property is located at 15 Green Street, identified by Tax Map U06, lot 19 in the R-1 Zone.


3.
The house on the property is contributing and is in the Federal Style.  


4.
The construction date of the house was in the 1800's.


5.
The applicant is requesting to replace a spruce stockade fence with a cedar picket type fence.


6.
The existing 6-foot spruce stockade fence is non-contributing.


7.
The proposed 6-foot cedar stockade fence will replace a fence that was approved in 1990.


8.
This is not a contributing historic fence since it was constructed in 1990 and as such does not qualify for historic status at this time.

9.
The proposed fence does not destroy historic features or materials.


10.
The proposed fence should be able to be removed so that it does not impair the historic integrity and form of the house. 


11.
The proposed fence is compatible and reflects the established pattern of other fences in the district. 


12.
A requirement that 10-feet and closer to the edge of payment shall be no taller than 3-feet in height.  

The Board was in unanimous agreement with the above Finding of Facts.


Motion was made by Mr. Graham, seconded by Mr. Davison, and it was unanimously


VOTED



That Application CA2016-002 to replace a fence at 15 Green Street be approved finding that the applicant has met the standards of Chapter 225, Section 18 E and 18 F based on the stated Findings of Facts:
5.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES - None noted. 
6.
OLD AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS  - None noted. 
7.
NEW BUSINESS - None noted.
8.
ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 







Respectfully submitted,








_______________________________







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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