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MEMBERS PRESENT:
Donald Spann
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Michael Colleran
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Jay Prindall
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MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Scott Libby
STAFF PRESENT:
Assistant Planning Director Rod Melanson
A meeting of the Topsham, Maine Planning Board was held on Tuesday June 19, 2012 at the Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 
1.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Chairman Spann called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.. The recording secretary conducted the roll call and noted that all members were present, except for Scott Libby, who was excused.
EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION TO STEPHEN MATHIEU
Chairman Spann thanked Mr. Mathieu for his tenure on the Planning Board as this was his last meeting to serve on the Board.  Members of the Board and public showed their appreciation with a loud applause.

2.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 5, 2012 MEETING

Motion was made by Mr. Colleran, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was 


VOTED



To approve the minutes of the June 5, 2012 meeting as corrected.

(Corrections included:  Top of Pg. 4 - Add after "closed to,"  "be continued on."  Pg. 6 - under "VOTED," strike wording after 8:00 p.m.)  The vote was 3 in favor with 3 abstentions; Mr. Spann, Mr.  Prindall and Mr. Van Note.
3.
PUBLIC HEARING - ERIC AND BETH HERMAN OF SEBAGO, MAINE SUBMITTED A PROPOSED SUBDIVISION AND SITE PLAN AT 29 ELM STREET (FORMERLY AMENITY MANOR) TO BUILD 29 WORKFORCE HOUSING UNITS, TAX MAP U06, LOT 11

It was noted that at sketch plan review, the Board asked to see a site survey, along with additional parking information and a description of how to calculate density.  The applicant chose to hold off on the additional information until the issue of density is clarified.  The applicant did not submit a completed application, therefore, a Public Hearing will need to be held at a later date.  

Eric Herman spoke to the Board saying he took offense to the article on him and the proposed project in the Times Record following the last Board meeting and explained why he liked the Brunswick/Topsham area.  He said if people are against workforce housing; they don't understand it.  Mr. Herman said he was sensitive to the Historic District rules and would work with the district.

There was a lengthy discussion on density calculations as those of the applicant differed with those of the planning staff.  According to the Planning Staff's and Code officer's calculations, as outlined in the Planning Director's memo to the Planning Board dated June 13, 2012, the site can sustain no more than 11 units based on the code.


Project Architect Steve Normand told the Board that his density calculations differed from those of the Planning Department and allowed approximately 29 dwelling units on the site.  He said he and the Planning Staff agree that 6 units can be placed in the original residential home.   He explained that at some point the home was converted to a nursing home and bathrooms and dining rooms were added.  The additions were done around 1990 and Mr. Normand contended that the project of workforce housing was in the same category as a nursing home.  The Board disagreed. 

A straw poll was conducted with Board members being asked if they were in agreement with the calculations presented by the Planning Staff which would allow 11 units or less on the site.  Members of the Board unanimously agreed with the staff calculations.


The applicant asked the Board to conduct a preliminary which the Board declined due to an incomplete application. 

Dale Corless of Elm Street asked to be recognized and asked what the average age was of Mr. Herman's tenants in Brunswick.  He said he was concerned that only young drivers will reside in the apartments. 

Beth Herman responded that they do not rent to college students and said the average age of their renters was 40ish with the oldest being 75 and the youngest in the late 20's.


With no further questions from members of the public or the applicant, the discussion was closed and it was noted that a public hearing will be scheduled if the application moves forward. 

4.
ADJOURN



Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously

VOTED



To adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m. and to move into a Workshop to discuss the Fire Station Training Facility.





Respectfully submitted,





Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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