APPROVED 8-10-16

MINUTES
TOWN OF TOPSHAM

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2016, 6:00 P.M.
__________________________________________

A meeting of the Topsham Historic District Commission was held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016, in the Donald A. Russell Meeting Room, at the Municipal Building, 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine.  

1.
CALL TO ORDER - Chairman Gary Smart called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
2.
ROLL CALL - The recording secretary conducted the roll call and noted the following members present:




Gary Smart




Peter Davison





John Graham




Greg Simard

Members absent:
Ed Mendes, Kim Mondonedo

Also present: 
Assistant Town Planner, Carol Eyerman, AICP and Economic and Community Development Director, John Shattuck
3.
MINUTES - APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 11, 2016 MEETING

Motion was made by Mr. Simard, seconded by Mr. Graham, and it was unanimously

VOTED



To approve the minutes of the May 11, 2016 meeting, as written.
4.
ACTION PERTAINING TO THE FRANK J. WOOD BRIDGE DISCUSSION

Chairman Smart began the discussion saying the Board is going to continue coniderations on the Frank J. Wood Bridge and the 106 Maine Historic Preservation's Review.  There were no members from the public present at the meeting, so the discussion was between Board members only.  Chairman Smart said the Board of Selectman have endorsed the replacement of the bridge and also voted to enter into the 106 process.  He asked if the Historic District Commission wanted to get involved with the 106 process and, if so, who should be designated as a spokesman. 

It was noted that the Board of Selectmen voted to support, or approve, MDOT's design, with the caveat that a 7-member committee of community members from Topsham and 7 members from Brunswick be appointed to work with MDOT's Design Committee. John Shattuck was appointed to represent the Town.  

Following discussion, the Board was in unanimous agreement that the Historic District Commission (HDC) do nothing relative to the 106 process, to stay neutral but monitor the process.  Mr. Graham is on the Design Committee (as an individual), as is Chairman Smart, representing the HDC.  It was felt that the voice of the community will be heard and that the Commission doesn't need to take any further action, other than work with the appointed committee.

Motion was made by Mr. Simard, seconded by Mr. Davison, and it was


VOTED


To remain neutral until a decision is reached on the 106 process.



(The vote was 3 in favor with 1 opposed [Mr. Graham]).


Ms. Eyerman said that right now Joel Kitteridge is the only contact and would like people to e-mail him in the general comment mail box.  Mr. Shattuck encouraged anyone e-mailing Joel, to copy Cassandra at Federal DOT and Chris Chamberlain at the State DOT. He will provide their addresses. 

Mr. Shattuck noted as "food for thought" that Ted Crooker purchased the old railroad bridge that used to be over Granny Hole and there has been some talk of Mr. Crooker being willing to donate the bridge to use as a passageway over Granny Hole as a pedestrian crossing. He suggested that perhaps this idea could be somehow included in the work of the Design Committee for the new bridge. 

5.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES - None noted. 
6.
OLD AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

Thoughts on Application Fee - Ms. Eyerman noted that all application fees were approved at the recent Town Meeting. Mr. Shattuck said that the current fee schedule was deleted at Town Meeting and the Select Board was empowered to adjust the schedule as they deemed appropriate.  Following Town Meeting, the Selectmen called a special meeting and adopted a new fee schedule with one amount for residential property and one for non-residential. 

Does HDC Have any Recourse When Someone Does Something That is not Supposed to be Done in the Historic District? - Ms. Eyerman responded that anyone can report that something is going on in the District that shouldn't be done. She would check out the situation and report it to the Codes Enforcement Officer who would take appropriate action.  Action could consist of a phone call; a letter designating action, followed up by court action as a last resort.  


Update of Work at 11 Winter Street - Mr. Simard told the Board that the fence work at the Pierce property on 11 Winter Street will be none next week. 
7.
NEW BUSINESS - None noted.
8.
ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 







Respectfully submitted,








_______________________________







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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