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TOWN OF TOPSHAM 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

AUGUST 1, 2013, 7:00 P.M. 
       

 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Donald Russell  
    Marie Brillant 
    David Douglass  
    Ronald Riendeau  
    James Trusiani 
              
MEMBERS ABSENT: All present 
     
STAFF PRESENT: Town Manager, Cornell Knight 
 
A meeting of the Topsham Board of Selectmen was held on Thursday, August 1, 2013 at the 
Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine.   
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL 
 
Chairman Russell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   All present were invited to 
stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The recording secretary took the roll call 
and noted that all Selectmen were present. 
 
TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT 
 
The Town Manager's Report included: 
 
 Nomination papers for 2 Board of Selectmen seats and 2 seats on the SAD 75 Board will be 

available August 12, 2013 and must be returned by September 23, 2013. 
 A reminder that work begins on the Cathance Bridge this month with complete closure from 

August 19 through the 30th.  135 postcards have been sent out alerting residents of the 
closure. 

 The Lower Village Committee will hold a meeting on the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan 
on Thursday, August 8, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. here at the Municipal Building. 

 A letter of recognition (which was read aloud) was received in honor of police officer Troy 
Garrison from Paul Copeland who represents Jayne Casingal.  The letter included a $100 
donation to the Police Department. 

 
Following the Town Manager's report, motion was made by Mr. Riendeau, seconded by Mr. 
Douglass and it was unanimously 
 
 VOTED 
  To accept the $100 donation and to put same towards the Heating Assistance Program. 
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BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES  
 
Update on the Tree Inventory Plan - Molly Sun, a Junior from Bowdoin College and a 
Summer Intern in the Planning Department, presented a slide presentation on Topsham's Street 
Tree Inventory and reviewed work she is doing this summer in the Planning Department. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None noted. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE - Chairman Russell went to the podium and invited Carla Rensenbrink 
to join him.  On behalf of the Board of Selectmen, Chairman Russell read a letter of appreciation 
thanking Mrs. Rensenbrink for her diligent work on the Conservation Committee.  Mrs. 
Rensenbrink said she was touched and noted the other members of the Committee. 
 
Selectman Trusiani spoke, saying he was not aware that Mrs. Rensenbrink had resigned from the 
Committee and also that he, as a selectmen, had not seen the letter which was read.  He posed 
objection to a letter being sent representing the selectmen which he had not seen.  A member of 
the Committee, Chris Dwinal, stood up and informed Mr. Trusiani that there was no letter of 
resignation, and that Mrs. Rensenbrink's term had simply expired and she had decided not to 
rejoin the Committee.  Chairman Russell apologized and said often times in the past the Board 
had requested the Town Manager to write a "thank you" letter to deserving individuals and that 
he would see that such a letter would be passed in front of each selectmen before its 
acknowledgement.  Selectman Trusiani reiterated that such a letter needs to go before the Board 
of Selectmen and not be written by staff heads. 
 
A letter of resignation was filed into the records from Bruce Stall who resigned from the Route 
196 Corridor Study. 
 
A letter was noted from John Rensenbrink asking the Board to consider reopening the Topsham 
Government Improvement Committee.   Motion was made by Mr. Douglass, seconded by Mr. 
Riendeau, and it was unanimously 
 
 VOTED 
  To add Item 69-13 to the agenda and to take same out of order for consideration and any 

appropriate action to consider reopening the Topsham Government Improvement 
Committee. 

 
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA - Mr. Trusiani moved to add as Item 70-13 to the 
agenda  - Consideration and any appropriate action to reconsider his vote at the meeting on 7-
18-13 on Item 62-78 on the $209,919 State revenue shortfall, which he voted against and 
changed his vote to the affirmative. 
 
A discussion followed on whether or not an item could be called back at a later meeting.  The 
Rules of Order were reviewed and not seeing a particular reference to the question, 
Selectman Trusiani told the Board he was sure he had a right to add this item and that he 
would contact the Town Attorney for correct wording to bring this back to the next meeting 
agenda. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECTMEN MEETING OF 
JULY 18, 2013 

 
 APPROVAL OF THE ELECTION WORKERS FOR THE AUGUST 27, 2013 STATE 

ELECTION 
 
 PERMISSION TO OPEN THE POLLS AT 8:00 A.M. ON AUGUST 27, 2013 
 
 PERMISSION TO OPEN ABSENTEE BALLOTS ON AUGUST 27, 2013 AT 10:00 

A.M., 1:00 P.M., 4:00 P.M., 7:00 P.M. AND 8:00 P.M. 
 
Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mrs. Brillant, and it was unanimously 
 
 VOTED 
  To approve the 4 items on the Consent Calendar as presented.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
 
64-13 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE GENERAL 

ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE AND YEARLY APPENDICES 
 
Linda Dumont, General assistance Director, reviewed the changes to the General Assistance 
Ordinance and Year Appendices as required by the State, noting 
 
 Appendix A (Overall Maximum amounts have a slight increase of approximately 2-2.5%. 
 Appendices B through F, Appendix C (Housing has an increase in 3-bedroom heated only). 
 Appendix D (Utilities were increased) and there were no changes to B, E or F. 
 
The Public Hearing was declared open.  There being no one from members of the public wishing 
to speak, the Public Hearing was declared closed.  
 
Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mr. Riendeau, and it was unanimously 
 
 VOTED 
  To adopt the General Assistance Ordinance and Appendix A, effective from July 1, 

2013 through June 30, 2014. 
 
Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mr. Riendeau, and it was unanimously 
 
 VOTED 
  To adopt the General Assistance Appendices B through F, effective from October 1, 

2013 through September 30, 2014. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None noted. 
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OLD BUSINESS  
 
52-13 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO DISCUSS IN A 

WORKSHOP SESSION, DATE TO BE DETERMINED, AND THE POSSIBILITY 
OF A REQUIREMENT OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES TO GIVE 
SCHEDULED UPDATES TO THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN ON AN 
ESTABLISHED PERIODIC BASIS 

 
Selectman Douglass requested this item be included on the agenda and pointed out the benefits 
of the various boards and committees in Town keeping the Board of Selectmen up to date on a 
regular basis.   
 
Following discussion, motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mr. Riendeau and it was 
unanimously 
 
 VOTED 
  That Selectman Douglas will work up a schedule where the various boards and 

committees could report to the board on a regular basis.  He will review the schedule with 
the Town Manager and bring it back to the Board for consideration at its next meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
69-13 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO CONSIDER 

REOPENING THE TOPSHAM GOVERNMENT IMPROVEMENT 
COMMITTEE 

 
This item was taken out of order as suggested earlier in the meeting.  Chairman Russell began 
the discussion to look at putting out ads for candidates to serve on the committee.  He said the 
Board held 2 or 3 workshops to adjust a Chapter 6 Ordinance and at that time it was felt an Ad 
Hoc Committee was appropriate.  Ads were put in the paper to fill the vacancies when the 
committee ended but there was only 1 person who responded to the request. 
 
John Rensenbrink reviewed his letter of June 26, 2013 to the Town Manager and Board of 
Selectmen expressing the importance of a Town Meeting form of government and noted some 
changes or additions that might attract more citizens to the meetings. The difference between an 
ah hoc committee and standing committee were discussed, as was the difficulty in getting 
citizens to volunteer to any committee.  Mr. Rensenbrink said he would volunteer to serve once 
more on the committee. 
 
Motion was made by Chairman Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it was unanimously 
 
 VOTED 
  To keep an Ad Hoc Committee for the immediate future and to start advertising, along 

with other committee vacancies, and see what response we get. 
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65-13 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION REGARDING THE 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE DOG ORDINANCE 

 
Chairman Russell began the discussion saying this item was talked about in a work session.  In 
response to a question posed to the Police Chief of whether the ordinance contained the proper 
wording to affect enforcement and the response was that the Ordinance covered all aspects of the 
law which simply had to be enforced.   
 
Chief Lewis was present at the meeting and said the ordinance was sufficient but that department 
needs to do a better follow up on the complaints.  Selectman Douglass questioned if the Animal 
Control Officer was doing the best job he could and asked what does it take to have that position 
function more effectively.  Hours were discussed and the amount of time the ACO dedicated to 
responding to complaints and amount of time spent on other traffic duties.   
 
Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mr. Douglass, and it was unanimously 
 
VOTED 
 That the Dog Ordinance was found to be adequate and that the discrepancies noted will be 

taken care of within the Police Department. 
 
66-13 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON SIGNAGE 

OPTIONS AT THE INTERSECTION OF MAIN AND PLEASANT STREET 
 
Police Chief Lewis talked to the passing on the right hand side and over the curb to get by at the 
intersection of Main and Pleasant Street and did the municipality have the authority to enforce 
penalties.   
 
Memo from Derek Olson, PE, PTOE, Maine DOT Regional Traffic Engineer of Region 1 said 
the Town would need to pass an ordinance and post signs in the area.  He said there are standards 
from the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) related to signs which have to 
be met.  He suggested the use of standard signs such as: 
 
 - R4-1 Sign: Do Not Pass 
 - R4-17 Sign: Do Not Drive on Shoulder 
 - R4-18 Sign: Do Not Pass on Shoulder 
 
It was noted that a sign saying "Do Not Pass On Right" could work, but that is technically not a 
standard sign in the MUTCD, but State Law already gives the Police Department the right to 
ticket anyone leaving the road way and driving on a curb. 
 
Following discussion, motion was made by Mr. Douglass, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it was 
unanimously 
 
 VOTED 
  That the Police Department continue to enforce State Law of leaving the road way and 

not driving on the curb. 
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67-13 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON LIGHTING 
OPTIONS AT THE INTERSECTION OF MALLETT AND MONUMENT PLACE 

 
Installing lighting at the intersection of Mallett and Monument Place was discussed.  Police 
Chief Lewis received a recommendation for a street light and a flashing signal.  The cost of 
installation for a blinking yellow/red light is $6,688.  CMP suggested a street light only on Pole 
#19 which would cost $9.80 per month, not including energy, which will cost (depending on the 
number of dark hours) between $4 and $7 per month.   
 
Citizen Nancy Johnson told the Board that a light isn't going to do anything at that intersection, 
that enough light is already there.  Additional lighting is anticipated from the Agren Appliance 
building currently under construction.  Ms. Johnson said she would support a 4-way stop sign or 
a traffic light. 
 
Jeffery Collins suggested a flashing beacon-type light. 
 
Following discussion, motion was made by Mr. Douglass, seconded by Mr. Riendeau, and it was 
unanimously 
 
 VOTED 
  That a blinking yellow or red light be installed at the intersection of Mallett and 

Monument Place with the money for same to come from impact fees from development 
in the area. 

 
68-13 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION FOR A CONTRACT 

WITH SMITH & ASSOCIATES TO CONDUCT THE 2013 FINANCIAL AUDIT 
 
Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mr. Douglass, and it was unanimously 
 
 VOTED 
  To contract with Smith & Associates, CPAs, to conduct the 2013 Financial Audit, not to 

exceed $9,950. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
With no further business to discuss, motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously,  
 
 VOTED 
  To adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 
  
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
            

      Patty Williams, Recording Secretary 
 
 

 


