APPROVED VERSION

MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
AUGUST 18, 2011, 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Ronald Riendeau, Chairman




James Trusiani, Vice Chairman




Marie Brillant





Andrew Mason





Donald Russell

MEMBERS ABSENT:
All present
STAFF PRESENT:
Town Manager, Cornell Knight
A regular meeting of the Topsham, Maine Board of Selectmen was held on Thursday, August 18, 2011 at the Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 
CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Riendeau called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  All present stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all Selectmen were present.
TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT

· The Department of Transportation made their last tweaks to the new traffic signal on Maine Street in Brunswick last week and traffic appears to be flowing more smoothly.  I have not received any complaints this week.
· The Bridge-to-Bridge Path has been paved and looks very nice.  The public works crew will loam, seed and paint a crosswalk to complete this project. 

· The Public Works Director is seeking bids on 3,000 yards of winter sand; they will be due at the end of the month.

· At your last meeting, you approved the purchase of a fire truck.  After talking with the town's banker and legal counsel, they recommend the $200,000 down payment to receive the $3,300 price discount but not the payment in full.  Lease purchase rates will likely be much higher than a bond rate.  They recommend that the town solicit bids from banks to finance over 10 years and the plow truck for 5 years, and if rates are not low enough the town will use the Maine Municipal bond bank's fall issue.  The application was filed this week.  I will sign the contract next week and receive a Performance Bond for the town's deposit. 

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES
ECD/TDI UPDATE - John Shattuck, Director of Topsham ECD brought the Board up to date on current activities.
· A very nice Ribbon Cutting Ceremony took place today at Reny's Grand Opening.  The Board of Selectmen and other town officials participated with an appropriate welcome from the Town Manager.  Mr. Shattuck said that Reny's is a key retailer in Topsham and extended a sincere thank you to Bob Reny, the rest of the Reny family, John Larson and Kevin and Paul Kelly for their part in locating the 16th Reny's business in Topsham.  
· There was a good representation from the Board of Selectmen at the recent TDI Strategic Meeting and suggestions will be acted on at the September 14th meeting.   A Workshop will be scheduled with the Board of Selectmen.

· The TDI website is progressing according to schedule and everyone is looking forward to having it up and running soon.

· The Town needs to formally accept a $10,000 CDBG Grant for a Regional Transit Study.  A Town Meeting will need to be scheduled for this action.

CORRESPONDENCE - None noted.
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA - None noted.
CONSENT CALENDAR

1.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECTMEN MEETING OF 8-4-11.


Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it was 


VOTED



To approve the minutes of the August 4, 2011 meeting as written. 


APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL SELECTMEN MEETING OF 8-10-11.


Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it was 

VOTED



To approve the minutes of the August 10, 2011 meeting as written. 

PUBLIC HEARING - None noted.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None noted.

OLD BUSINESS - None noted.
NEW BUSINESS

66-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO SIGN LETTER OF RECOGNITION FOR DETECTIVE MARK LAFOUNTAIN AS A MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR
Lieutenant Christopher Lewis explained the process for the Town to be represented in court for violations.  Detective Mark LaFountain has successfully completed the necessary training to serve in this position for the Town but must be approved by the Board of Selectmen as the certified representative for the Town in a court of law.  
Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it was unanimously

VOTED


To sign the Letter of Recognition for Detective Mark LaFountain to serve as a Municipal Prosecutor for the Town of Topsham. 

67-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION REGARDING SAMPLE LANGUAGE TO AMEND THE DOG ORDINANCE FEES 
Town Manager Knight drafted language to be considered as an amendment to the Dog Ordinance Fees as requested by the Board at the previous meeting.  The draft included appropriate sections from like ordinances used in the Towns of Freeport and Lisbon.   Lieutenant Lewis said he considered the language to be in order.  

Citizen Roger Perkins spoke saying he had concerns with some of the language and thought it should be more restrictive for those with 3 violations in the course of a year.    There also was a discussion regarding whether or not wording was necessary about offenders building an enclosure.  The Board expressed concern that the suggestion would cause jurisdiction and inspection problems for town staff to enforce and it was agreed to delete the wording in the draft relative to the enclosure. 
Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it was unanimously

VOTED


To amend the language to the Dog Ordinance Fees and be sure that we incorporate MRSA Title 7, Section 3915 into the violations portion and to accept the Town Manager's recommended language, eliminating all wording after the 3rd line, stopping after "All penalties recovered shall be paid to the Town." 
68-11
consideratioN and any appropriate action REGARDING THE DISPOSAL OF THE TAX ACQUIRED PARCEL ON 1 BROWN STREET 
This item was placed on the agenda to clarify that the intention was that Lot U2A-90 was designated as Green Space - SAD #75 is willing to take it and the 1 Brown Street lot, should be deeded to SAD #75.  The minutes of 6-2-11 reflected the green space designation but did not include quit claim deeding to SAD #75.
Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously

VOTED


To issue a Quit Claim Deed to SAD #75 on Lot U2A-90 with the condition that the lot will remain as a green space. 
69-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE REQUEST TO CHANGE HOURS IN THE CLERK/TAX OFFICE 
Memo from the Town Clerk dated August 11, 2011 regarding changing office hours on Wednesday to open at 7:30 a.m. (rather then remaining open until 5:30 p.m.) was included in the Board package.  
The Board was in agreement with the suggestion.  Ms. Lyons said the change will be duly advertised and posted at the Police Station, Library, Solid Waste Facility, the Municipal Building and also noted on Channel 3.

Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it was unanimously

VOTED


To accept the recommendation of the Town Clerk as stated in her memo of August 11, 2011 to the Board of Selectmen. 

ADJORNMENT
With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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