


From: Rebecca Brooks
To: Planning
Subject: Letter on Crooker Rezoning Proposal
Date: Thursday, August 20, 2020 10:35:23 AM

WARNING:This is an external email that originated outside of our email system. DO NOT CLICK links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know that the content is safe!

Rebecca Brooks
11 Turkey Run
Topsham ME, 04086

Dear planning board members,

 For several months now, I have been silently watching the proceedings in regards to the
Crooker rezoning decision. As a Topsham resident of 17 years I  would be remiss if I didn't
speak to my deep and unsettling concerns with this proposal. 
I do not appreciate the sinking feeling I have when I consider Crooker's timing of this proposal
as our town struggles to deal with COVID-19 and the changes we must adhere to. 

I strongly feel that as a large company, they have, and continue to, manipulate the community
members in an effort to achieve their own goals; under a pretense for improving the town of
Topsham with more taxes, better hiking trails and cleaner air. It is in these three proposal
points that I find discrepancies and misleading information along with the need for Crooker to
free up their current site.

The fact that Crooker seeks to take an established neighborhood and cause such a major
environmental and topographical change should alarm anyone. Especially considering they
themselves have access to an already existing industrial area.  My biggest question is why they
feel the need to move when one considers this simple fact. This logic (or lack of), escapes me.
 Is their proposal necessary to offer all the points they listed that follows the town's
comprehensive plan? I don't believe so.

I hope the board will consider all the comments and letters from Topsham citizens, most
importantly those of the potentially affected River Road residents.
It would be a travesty for Topsham to ultimately succumb to the slick and deceptive
proposition from a company who only seeks to gain for themselves.

Thank you for your time.

Notices: 
This email message is intended for the exclusive use of the individual(s) or entity(ies) addressed above. It may
contain information that is privileged and/or confidential under both state and federal law, including confidential
education records. If you are not the intended recipient or an agent of the recipient, you are notified that any further
dissemination, copy or disclosure of this communication is strictly prohibited.

Please also be advised that, subject to certain exceptions, emails may be classified as public records under Maine
law, and could be released to the public and/or the media if requested.
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8/17/2020 

Dear Chairman Spann and Planning Board Members,  

Fourteen years ago, I made the choice to move my family to the quiet Ivanhoe Drive 
neighborhood, and I’ve always been thankful that I did.  Both of my children have 
grown up riding their bicycles throughout the neighborhood, we greet our friends and 
neighbors when out walking, admire the flower gardens, and enjoy all the birds that 
chatter.  Any drive down these neighborhood roads will show that it is a peaceful area 
comprised of homeowners who embrace peacefulness and natural surroundings. 

Crooker’s proposal to relocate their existing headquarters and batch plan t by rezoning 
suburban residential property to allow industrial use would negatively affect the 
surrounding residential homes, including those on Ivanhoe.  I respectfully ask that this 
rezoning does not happen.  

The reasons for stopping this process now are many, but three stand out to me as 
critical. First, the proposal is not in alignment with the Topsham Comprehensive Plan.  
In addition, Crooker’s proposal conflicts with current zoning policy.  Second, asphalt 
batch plants are responsible for the emittance of dust and fumes that have a negative 
impact on the environment. In addition, the noise that comes from the operation of the 
plant will impact the surrounding area.  Third, the relocation of the batch plant will 
have  significant impact on the property values in the area.  A residential neighborhood 
located next to an industrial plant is clearly not as desirable.   

I urge you to make a decision that best supports the Town of Topsham’s residents and 
deny Crooker’s request to rezone the property on Rt. 196, River Road, and Whitehouse 
Crossing. 

 

Jennifer Greenleaf 

30 Ivanhoe Drive 
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Rod Melanson

From: Jennifer Greenleaf <jennifer.a.greenleaf@maine.edu>
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 8:48 AM
To: Planning
Subject: Response to Crooker Rezoning Proposal
Attachments: Response to Crooker Proposal.pdf

WARNING:This is an external email that originated outside of our email system. DO NOT CLICK links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know that the content is safe! 

  
8/17/2020 
Dear Chairman Spann and Planning Board Members, 
 
Fourteen years ago, I made the choice to move my family to the quiet Ivanhoe Drive neighborhood, and 
I’ve always been thankful that I did.  Both of my children have grown up riding their bicycles throughout 
the neighborhood, we greet our friends and neighbors when out walking, admire the flower gardens, and 
enjoy all the birds that chatter.  Any drive down these neighborhood roads will show that it is a peaceful 
area composed of homeowners who embrace peacefulness and natural surroundings. 
 
Crooker’s proposal to relocate their existing headquarters and batch plant by rezoning suburban residential 
property to allow industrial use would negatively affect the surrounding residential homes, including those 
on Ivanhoe.  I respectfully ask that this rezoning does not happen.  
The reasons for stopping this process now are many, but three stand out to me as critical. First, the 
proposal is not in alignment with the Topsham Comprehensive Plan.  In addition, Crooker’s proposal 
conflicts with current zoning policy.  Second, asphalt batch plants are responsible for the emittance of dust 
and fumes that have a negative impact on the environment. In addition, the noise that comes from the 
operation of the plant will impact the surrounding area.  Third, the relocation of the batch plant will 
have  significant impact on the property values in the area. A residential neighborhood located next to an 
industrial plant is clearly not as desirable.   
 
I urge you to make a decision that best supports the Town of Topsham’s residents and deny Crooker’s 
request to rezone the property on Rt. 196, River Road, and Whitehouse Crossing. 
  
Jennifer Greenleaf 
30 Ivanhoe Drive 
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Rod Melanson

From: Peter Flint <p.flint@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 4:08 PM
To: Planning
Subject: Re: Crooker Zoning

WARNING:This is an external email that originated outside of our email system. DO NOT CLICK links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know that the content is safe! 

  
Thank you. Apologies for my unprofessional email. It’s very frustrating when a homeowner is required to do all the leg 
work in repairing damages caused by this company. The road can’t handle the amount of dump trucks as it stands, and 
can’t keep the road maintained to code, so why escalate this. Our neighborhood isn’t going to back down. We aren’t an 
industrial community, that’s not why we moved here. Allow Crooker to blast away outside of state regulation, ruin our 
homes and children’s air quality.  
 
 
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone 

On Monday, August 17, 2020, 3:48 PM, Planning <planning@topshammaine.com> wrote: 

Good Afternoon, Peter: 

  

Thank you for your comments.  They will be posted to http://www.topshammaine.com/crooker 
for the Planning Board’s consideration. 

  

Best, 

  

ahd 

  

  

----------------------------------------------------- 

Andrew H. Deci 

Assistant Town Planner 

  

Planning, Development & Codes 
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Town of Topsham 

100 Main Street 

Topsham, ME 04086 

(207) 725-1724 

  

Per 1 MRSA § 402(3), correspondence to/from municipal offices/officials (with limited exceptions) is a public record 
and available for review by any interested party.  This means if anyone asks to see it, we are required to 
provide it.  There are very few exceptions.  We welcome citizen comments and want to hear from our 
constituents, but please keep in mind that what you write in an email is not private and will be made 
available to any interested party. 

  

From: Peter Flint <p.flint@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 11:35 AM 
To: Planning <planning@topshammaine.com> 
Subject: Crooker Zoning 

  

WARNING:This is an external email that originated outside of our email system. DO NOT CLICK links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know that the content is safe! 

If Crooker, the water district and private companies cannot keep their trucks out of my yard, how do you 
expect them to do it when their headquarters are here? I’ve calle she dress of times, no response. What 
a disgrace.  
 
 
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone 
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Rod Melanson

From: Andrew Deci
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 12:27 PM
To: Planning
Subject: FW: Crooker proposal

 
 
----------------------------------------------------- 
Andrew H. Deci 
Assistant Town Planner 
 
Planning, Development & Codes 
Town of Topsham 
100 Main Street 
Topsham, ME 04086 
(207) 725-1724 
  
Per 1 MRSA § 402(3), correspondence to/from municipal offices/officials (with limited exceptions) is a public record and available for review by any 

interested party.  This means if anyone asks to see it, we are required to provide it.  There are very few exceptions.  We welcome 
citizen comments and want to hear from our constituents, but please keep in mind that what you write in an email is not private and 
will be made available to any interested party. 
 

From: Rod Melanson <rmelanson@topshammaine.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 11:45 AM 
To: Andrew Deci <adeci@topshammaine.com> 
Subject: FW: Crooker proposal 
 
 
 

From: ron colby <colbyron69@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 11:42 AM 
To: Rod Melanson <rmelanson@topshammaine.com> 
Subject: Crooker proposal 
 

WARNING:This is an external email that originated outside of our email system. DO NOT CLICK links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know that the content is safe! 

Please vote no to Crooker's proposed zoning change so they can move there in our neighborhood "batch plant". This will 
need a road, parking lot and whatever else they can slip in. 
This is another slap in the face for Pejepscot. Most people don't even know where Pejepscot is. Once the rezoning is 
approved we don't know what else they will slip in. 
We in Pejepscot have had enough! We are not just a square on a map. We already have Grimmel on one side of us. 
Crooker already has a place in Jack's pit that doesn't need rezoning. Have them go there! 
I hope you have the courage to say no to their ridiculous proposal. 
Oh and how about the traffic circle on 196? Crazy! 
 
Ron Colby 

Total Control Panel  Login 
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To: rmelanson@topshammaine.com 

From: colbyron69@gmail.com 
 

Message Score: 1  High (60): Pass 

My Spam Blocking Level: Medium  Medium (75): Pass 
  Low (90): Pass 

Block this sender   

Block gmail.com   
 

 

This message was delivered because the content filter score did not exceed your filter level. 
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Rod Melanson

From: Andrew Deci
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 12:27 PM
To: Planning
Subject: FW: Crooker proposal

 
 
----------------------------------------------------- 
Andrew H. Deci 
Assistant Town Planner 
 
Planning, Development & Codes 
Town of Topsham 
100 Main Street 
Topsham, ME 04086 
(207) 725-1724 
  
Per 1 MRSA § 402(3), correspondence to/from municipal offices/officials (with limited exceptions) is a public record and available for review by any 

interested party.  This means if anyone asks to see it, we are required to provide it.  There are very few exceptions.  We welcome 
citizen comments and want to hear from our constituents, but please keep in mind that what you write in an email is not private and 
will be made available to any interested party. 
 

From: Rod Melanson <rmelanson@topshammaine.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 11:45 AM 
To: Andrew Deci <adeci@topshammaine.com> 
Subject: FW: Crooker proposal 
 
 
 

From: ron colby <colbyron69@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 11:42 AM 
To: Rod Melanson <rmelanson@topshammaine.com> 
Subject: Crooker proposal 
 

WARNING:This is an external email that originated outside of our email system. DO NOT CLICK links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know that the content is safe! 

Please vote no to Crooker's proposed zoning change so they can move there in our neighborhood "batch plant". This will 
need a road, parking lot and whatever else they can slip in. 
This is another slap in the face for Pejepscot. Most people don't even know where Pejepscot is. Once the rezoning is 
approved we don't know what else they will slip in. 
We in Pejepscot have had enough! We are not just a square on a map. We already have Grimmel on one side of us. 
Crooker already has a place in Jack's pit that doesn't need rezoning. Have them go there! 
I hope you have the courage to say no to their ridiculous proposal. 
Oh and how about the traffic circle on 196? Crazy! 
 
Ron Colby 

Total Control Panel  Login 

 



2

To: rmelanson@topshammaine.com 

From: colbyron69@gmail.com 
 

Message Score: 1  High (60): Pass 

My Spam Blocking Level: Medium  Medium (75): Pass 
  Low (90): Pass 

Block this sender   

Block gmail.com   
 

 

This message was delivered because the content filter score did not exceed your filter level. 
 

 



1

Rod Melanson

From: Peter Flint <p.flint@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 11:35 AM
To: Planning
Subject: Crooker Zoning

WARNING:This is an external email that originated outside of our email system. DO NOT CLICK links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know that the content is safe! 

  
If Crooker, the water district and private companies cannot keep their trucks out of my yard, how do you expect them to 
do it when their headquarters are here? I’ve calle she dress of times, no response. What a disgrace.  
 
 
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone 
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Rod Melanson

From: Mark V. Grandonico <GRANDM@mainehealth.org>
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 5:01 PM
To: Planning
Subject: Crooker Rezoning

WARNING:This is an external email that originated outside of our email system. DO NOT CLICK links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know that the content is safe! 
  
Having attended a few meetings, reading the available data and speaking with my neighbors on Ivanhoe Dr, I want to 
express my distinct opposition to any rezoning request by Crooker.  How it’s even got this far is amazing based on the 
past proposals to the town.  Seeing and hearing zero support, why hasn’t this proposal been dismissed?  I know of no 
one who is in favor of the rezoning, in fact, people are appalled at the thought of Crooker moving their plant closer to 
our homes.  We already deal with the noise, blasting and trucks roaring down River Road and 196. 
 
From the Comprehensive Plan which calls to Protect Rural Character and Preserve open space for conservation and 
recreation. How does an expanded Bituminous Pavement Production facility in our neighborhood meet that goal?  In the 
Comprehensive Report, the section on Neighborhoods, River Rd, Ivanhoe, Birch Ridge, Pjepescot.  These neighborhoods 
provided feedback to the plan – “What You Said You Want” section.  There were concerns that required commercial 
buffers are inadequate and concerns with industrial land‐use expansion.  There are concerns with the protection of 
residential quality of life and character and then concerns about visibility improvements. 
 
Allowing the rezoning to enable Crooker to expand and move does nothing to meet these goals of the comprehensive 
plan, in fact it directly contradicts it. 
 
Further, I was surprised to see Crooker Representatives at the last meeting.  I understand they were likely there to 
provide feedback and clarification, but in my opinion, this is a conflict of interest for the planning board.  At this stage of 
the rezoning request, you’re supposed to be impartial, open to feedback and ensure the zoning request in in compliance 
with all applicable federal, state and municipal regulations.  Having Crooker Representatives at the meeting sends the 
message that the Committee is already aligning with them, in their favor. 
 
Again, I can’t stress how vehemently opposed I am to the rezoning proposal.  Myself, and all the Ivanhoe residents that I 
have spoken with, vow to fight this proposal to the fullest extent possible. 
 
Mark Grandonico 
55 Ivanhoe Dr 
Topsham 
grandonico@comcast.net 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message, including any attachments, is for the use of the intended recipient(s) 
only and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and prohibited from unauthorized disclosure under 
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this 
message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message in error, please notify the sender by reply email and destroy 
all copies of the original message and attachments.  
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Rod Melanson

From: April A. Genung <aprilgenung@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2020 2:57 PM
To: Planning
Subject: Crooker Construction Zoning Amendment Proposal
Attachments: Crooker.JPG

WARNING:This is an external email that originated outside of our email system. DO NOT CLICK links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know that the content is safe! 

  
Dear Planning Board, 
 
I read the Crooker Construction proposal with great interest, and see many positives with the proposed plans. I think it's 
a great idea to convert the existing Crooker location to mixed used development. Topsham needs convenient housing 
for seniors living on a tight budget and for the workers in all of our local businesses. It also makes a lot of sense to 
reduce heavy truck traffic on 196.   
 
I'm concerned about the proposed road to be built through the greenspace between Crooker's quarry and the 
proposed new plant facility. 
 
Looking at the map in their proposal, and on satellite view of Google maps, I have identified an alternative location for a 
new road that will avoid existing residences, utilize more of the existing Quarry Road, and preserve greenspace and the 
rural character of  River Rd. Please see attached photo with this alternate road in blue. If this is not possible I request 
that the proposal not be approved unless an alternate route is presented. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
April Genung 
5 Hawthorne Ln, Topsham  
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