TRAFFIC AND MOTOR VEHICLES

Sec. 18-42.  Closing roads to travel of certain trucks

(a) No vehicles registered for a gross weight in excess of twenty-three thousand (23,000) pounds, except exempt vehicles as provided for below, shall be operated on the roads and streets of the Town after a road or street has been closed to heavy vehicles during any period of time from November fifteenth to June first. The Road Commissioner will submit to the Board of Selectmen a list of roads recommended for closing to heavy weights. The list will be posted for public notice at least 7 days in advance of a public meeting where the Selectmen will act to accept, amend or reject the list submitted by the Road Commissioner. The Selectmen may also authorize roads to be closed by the Road Commissioner on an emergency basis. Such emergency closing will be limited to no more than the minimum time needed for the next soonest regular Selectmen’s meeting. The Selectmen may identify roads that will not be subject to closing to heavy weights unless subsequently approved by the Board for such closing. Any change in placing a road to be closed for heavy weights will be noticed in the same manner as the original meeting.
(b) Notice of closing of a road or street to heavy vehicles shall be given by erecting at each end of the closed road or street a poster indicating the following.

(1) The date of the posting;

(2) A description of the street or road closed;

(3) The name, business address and telephone number of the Road Commissioner for the Town. 
(c) The following vehicles are exempt from this section:

(1) Any vehicle or combination of vehicles registered for a gross weight of twenty three thousand (23,000) pounds or less.

(2) Any vehicle or combination of vehicles registered for a gross weight in excess of twenty-three thousand (23,000) pounds and traveling without a load other than tools or equipment necessary for the proper operation of the vehicle.  It shall be a defense to alleged violation of this subsection if the combined actual weights of any vehicle or combination of vehicles are registered for a gross weight in excess of twenty-three thousand (23,000) pounds and its load is in fact less than twenty-three thousand (23,000) pounds.

(3) Any vehicle of the Topsham Water District or Brunswick Sewer District while engaged in emergency maintenance.

(4) Town of Topsham vehicles.

(5) When operating a vehicle under an exemption certificate carrying a partial load with a weight equal to or less than indicated on the exemption certificate, the vehicle operator shall have in the vehicle delivery slips or bills of lading documenting the entire amount or weight of the commodities being transported.  The vehicle operator shall present the delivery slips, bills of lading and exemption certificate to any law enforcement officer upon Any vehicle delivering home heating fuel and operating in accordance with a permit issued by the Department of Transportation pursuant to this section may travel over any county or town way without a specific municipal or county permit request.

(6) Any vehicle delivering any home heating fuel milk, feed, groceries and trash and operating in accordance with a permit issued by the Department of Transportation pursuant to this section may travel over any county or town way without a specific municipal or county permit.

(d) Any vehicle operating without a town permit shall proceed to the nearest operating public scale when directed by a law enforcement officer for weighing. Failure to proceed as directed shall be a violation of 29 M.R.S.A. § 1805 and this section. Any and all costs associated with this paragraph will be the responsibility of the owner/operator of the vehicle being weighed.

(e) The Board of Selectmen may develop a permit system for which permits will be issued for travel on posted roads when deemed suited for travel for vehicles over twenty-three thousand (23,000) pounds.  This system shall be established and described at the time of the meeting to identify those roads to be posted as described in paragraph a above.

(f) The Board of Selectmen may authorize the Road Commissioner to revoke the exemption certificate of any vehicle found to be operating with axle or gross weights in excess of those shown on the Permit.

(g) Upon approval by the Board of Selectmen, submission of a bond for damages may be accepted to allow for vehicles owned by or operated on behalf of the bondholder to travel over roads posted for weight restrictions.
