

FINAL VERISON 

TOWN OF TOPSHAM

PLANNING BOARD MEETING

April 15, 2008
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Don Spann, Chairman; Stephen Mathieu, Don





Russell; Tim Dunham and Paul Bennett, Ron Bisson
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Nora Wilson
STAFF PRESENT:
Rod Melanson, Natural Resource Planner/ Assistant Town Planner 

Irene Dubreuil, Recording Secretary
ROLL CALL
The recording secretary conducted the roll call as noted above.

Motion was made by Don Russell and seconded by Paul Bennett to accept the minutes as written.

VOTED



6-0-0

A motion was made by Stephen Mathieu to move up #6 on the agenda to first, it was seconded by Tim Dunham.

VOTED



6-0-0

1. AMENDED SITE PLAN- Hallmark Homes owners Rob & Julie Sherman submitted a proposed amended site plan displaying existing features in place on the two properties as well as a planned model home and expanded parking at 619 and 627 Lewiston Road, Tax Map R02 Lots 49C and 49A.
Julie & Rob Sherman; owners, John Bannon, (attorney), and Ken Pratt; Project Manager were there representing the company. Mrs. Sherman explained their Modular Home Sales, she  asked the board for a Planned Commercial Development for the two lots they own. They need to keep both lots separate as they do not want to lose there second curb cut on Rt.196. 
A very lengthy discussion took place with the board members to see what should be in place to accept a PCD. The board decided that the applicant needs to come back with the following:







Shoreland Permit






Landscape Plan

2. PUBLIC HEARING-  The Planning Board will hear all comments and concerns on the proposed ordinance amendment an ordinance to amend the Topsham Zoning Ordinance, Section 225-33.D-Official Business Signs. The Amendment will restrict Maine Department of Transportation Business Directional Signs from any residential street.

Don Russell addressed the board as well as the audience to what would be the changes in the Ordinance, Section 225-33 (Section D) the following is the changes; No Official Business Directional Sign shall be permitted on any residential street that in not a collector street as defined in chapter 185-1 of the Topsham Code of Ordinances, Any existing Official Business Directional Sign that is located on residential street, as of May 21, 2008, shall not be permitted to be renewed upon expiration of its current MDOT permit, and shall be removed.
 
Chairmen Don Spann opened the Public Hearing.

With no comments from the audience.

Chairmen Don Spann closed the Public Hearing

A motion was made by Don Russell and seconded by Stephen Mathieu to send the Ordinance change of Section 225-33 (Section D ) to the Board of Selectmen to be put on the Town Meeting warrant in May, with an “ought to pass” recommendation from the Planning Board.
VOTED



6-0-0
3. PUBLIC HEARING- The Planning Board will here all comments and concerns on the proposed ordinance amendment An Ordinance to Amend the Topsham Zoning Ordinance, Section 225-79 – Procedure. The amendment will remove proposed amendments by individuals from the Ordinance.

At this time Chairmen Don Spann recused himself from this decision.
Stephen Mathieu addressed the board as well as the public and explained the proposed amendment. It would shift the procedure for making a zone map amendment to a petition (5% of registered voters), municipal officers or Planning Board initiation. The proposed amendment also clarifies when a proposed zoning amendment would be placed in front of the legislative body, and states that in all cases the proposed zoning amendment would be placed on the “next scheduled Town meeting”.

Vice-chairmen Ron Bisson opened up the Public Hearing.

Forest Ready, 41 Forest Drive, feels that this change would take away every ones right to change the zone of their property.
David Giroux, 16 Barrows Drive, also feels that this change would take away every ones right to change the zone of their property.

Jane Scease, 212 Cathance Road, agreed with the change the Planning Board is proposing.

With no more public comments Vice-chairmen Ron Bisson closed the Public Hearing.

A motion was made by Stephen Mathieu and seconded by Don Russell to send the language changes of the Zoning Ordinance 225-79- Procedure to the Board Selectmen to place it on the warrant for the May’s town meeting, with an “ought to pass” recommendation from the Planning Baord.
VOTED



4-1-1

4. PUBLIC HEARING- The Planning Board will hear all comments and concerns on the proposed ordinance amendment to amend the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and accompanying map. The amendment will allow for the Tow of Topsham to comply with proposed State standards for management of Topsham’s identified Shoreland Zone. The amendments to the ordinance are directly adopted form the Main State Department of Environmental Protection Shoreland Zoning Program.

At this time Don Russell recused himself from this decision.

Rod Melanson, Natural Resource Planner/Assistant Planner presented the new proposed guidelines as adopted from the Maine DEP and reviewed some of the “housekeeping” items making the intended language more clear.

Chairmen Don Spann opened the Public Hearing.

There were no comments from the audience.

Chairmen Don Spann closed the Public Hearing.

Motion was made by Stephen Mathieu and seconded by Ron Bisson to send the Shoreland Zoning changes to the Board of Selectmen to be put on the town meeting Warrant in May, with an “ought to pass” recommendation from the Planning Baord.
VOTED



5-0-1

ADJOURN
Motion was made by Stephen Mathieu, seconded by Paul Bennett, to adjourn at 8:15pm.

All were in favor.   6-0-0






  _________________________________






  Irene Dubreuil, Recording Secretary
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