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TOWN OF TOPSHAM

PLANNING BOARD MEETING

July 1st, 2008
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Don Spann, Chairman; Don Russell; Tim Dunham and Paul Bennett, Vice Chairman Ron Bisson, 

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Nora Wilson, Stephen Mathieu
STAFF PRESENT:
Richard Roedner, Town Planner 

Irene Dubreuil, Recording Secretary
ROLL CALL
The recording secretary conducted the roll call as noted above.

Chairman Spann asked the board if they would add an administration item to the night’s agenda about elections of new officers and discuss the By-Laws.

They all agreed and this was added.

The board discussed the By-Laws and how the elections for officers are scheduled for June. But due to re-appointments to the board in June the Board decided to amend the By-Law and have elections on the second meeting in July. 
All agreed and directed Richard Roedner, Town Planner to write the language change to amend the by-laws from June to July for elections of officers and to delete the vote by ballots to hand vote and have them ready to vote on the next Meeting July 15th.

 Motion was made by Paul Bennett and seconded by Don Russell to nominate Don   

 Spann as Temporary Chairmen until we hold elections at the July 15th Planning   

 Board meeting.

VOTED




4 agreed, 0, 1 abstained (Don Spann)
Motion was made by Don Russell and seconded by Ron Bisson to accept the June 17th minutes with the following corrections.

Page 6, Finding of Facts should read: Conclusion

VOTED



       All were in favor      5-0-0

3.
PUBLIC HEARING- James Herrick Architect is representing the owner Douglas C. Bennett of 53 Elm Street, Topsham has submitted a proposed Shoreland Permit Application for a 701 sq. ft. addition, Tax Map U06, Lot 001.

James Herrick Architect represented the owner Mr. Bennett for this project. Mr. Herrick went over the application with the board. This home pre-dates the 1989 adoption by the State of the current shoreland zoning regulations. The home straddles the 250’ Resource Protection District line along the Androscoggin River, leaving part of it within the 250’ zone, and the rest of it outside the Shoreland Zone. The proposed addition is both inside and outside the Shoreland Zone.
Don Russell went through the Finding of Facts:

1. Property Owned by Douglass & Ellen Bennett

2. Property located at 53 Elm St, Tax Map U06, Lot 001

3. Property straddles the 250’ Resource Protection District and the R-1 Zone.
4. Applicant is applying for a Shoreland Permit for a addition of 701 sq ft within the RP District

5. There is 2511 sq ft or 24943 cu ft of the existing structure in the RP District.

6. The Shoreland Zoning regulation allows for an expansion of up to 30% in floor space and/or volume. The expansion would represent 27.9% increase in floor space and 27.7% increase in volume.

7. The nearest point of the proposed addition would be 230 ft. from the high water mark.

8. The proposed addition is to be 26’4” in height

9. The proposed addition does not increase the non-conformity towards the water.

Don Russell continued to read the conclusion from 225.19(H) (3)
The proposed structure addition will:

1. Maintain safe and healthful conditions;

2. Will not result in water pollution, erosion or sedimentation to surface waters;

3. Will adequately provide for the disposal of all wastewater;

4. Will not have an adverse impact on spawning grounds, fish, aquatic life, bird or other wildlife habitat;

5. Will conserve shore cover and visual, as well as actual, points of access to inland and coastal waters;

6. Will protect archaeological and historic resources as designated in the Comprehensive Plan;

7. Will not adversely affect existing commercial fishing or maritime activities in a commercial fisheries/maritime activities district;

8. Will avoid problems associated with floodplain development and use; 

9. Is in conformance with the provisions of this Subsection G, Land use standards.

The Board agreed with this conclusion based of the Finding of Facts.
A Motion was made by Don Russell and seconded by Ron Bisson to approved the application in the Resource Protection District for a residential expansion at the property located at 53 Elm Street, Tax Map U06, Lot001 as meeting the standards of 225-19(B) (3) (a&b) and225-19G(2b) with a condition that all work be completed in conformance with Section 225-19(G)(17) Erosion and Sedimentation Control.


VOTED



All were in favor 5-0-0

4. REVIEW I-295/RT. 201 ACCESS OPTIONS- The DOT has closed I-295 southbound from Gardiner to Topsham. As part of this repair project, the old ramp from Rt. 201 to I-295 S.B. has been reopened, temporarily.
Chairman Don Spann read an e-mail from Board member Nora Wilson as she could not attend:

I did want you to know that in last nights (Monday’s) Times Record there 

was a letter to the editor from a woman who is directly affected by the new temporary 295 ramp. I feel that it is valid enough to be addressed to play the devil’s advocate in what may be negative impacts of keeping this onramp as permanent. Likewise, in the comprehensive plan, part of the traffic study implied a through road at roughly the same location to the original on ramp.

Richard Roedner, Town Planner discussed with the board to make them aware that a group of present and former Town committee members approached the Board of Selectmen at a Special Selectman’s meeting last Wednesday and received approval from the Selectmen to seek support for keeping some form of access between 201 and 295 open permanently.

Mr. Roedner also discussed other ramp options. A discussion with the board continued that more study of that area needed to be done.
Chairman Spann asked if anyone from the public would like to address the board.


Mrs. Suzanna Charron of 18 Augusta Road spoke to the board about the danger of this on ramp and how the traffic is going much faster than the posted speed limit. She also made note that cars going north can not take that SB ramp so they go beyond the ramp and turn into her driveway and this has cause near misses in her driveway. She has three small children and they have a bus stopped right in front of her driveway. She also worries about the children getting on and off the bus during the school year. She asked the board to come out and observe this ramp and what is happening.

A motion was made by Paul Bennett and seconded by Don Russell that traffic studies and community involvement discussions should be put in place in order to study the impact of closing that ramp and/or to look for all options to alleviate the traffic at 201/196 interchange.

VOTED



All agreed 5-0-0
Motion was made by Ron Bisson, seconded by Don Russell, to adjourn at 8:00pm to go into the workshops.

All were in favor.   5-0-0






  _________________________________






  Irene Dubreuil, Recording Secretary
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