Topsham Conservation Commission (TCC)
Meeting Minutes Approved 3/3/25

Monday February 3, 2025 at 5:30 pm at the Topsham Town Office, Meetings open to all

In Attendance: Audie Arbo, Angie Brewer, Shana Deeds, Chris Dwinal, Josh Franklin (Town Planner), Mary
Henderson (Topsham Democratic Committee), Victor Langelo, and Clay Theberge

I Approve Jan 6, 2025 minutes

Chris made a motion to approve the minutes as written, which Angie seconded. The minutes passed

unanimously.
Il. Review of proposed open space provisions in Emily Street Subdivision

The Topsham Conservation Commission (TCC) members discussed this subdivision, which doesn’t seem to be
meeting the open space requirements and will likely be submitted as a regular subdivision.

[l Finalize NAP Update project request form

Most of the meeting was spent on this agenda item. TCC members reviewed the latest draft of the NAP
update project request form. This is a new form that is required by the Town should committees be asking for
staff time on a particular project. Victor will make changes to the document and get it out for TCC members to

review and sign before 2/12.

IV. Register pollinator garden with Pollinator Pathway (consider Homegrown National Parks as well?)

Issie and Shana will look into this after we see how the pollinator park is growing at the Transfer Station.
V. Public Input
None.

VI. Updates

A. Bowdoin GIS project - none

B. Brunswick Tree Committee meeting — Chris will inform us regarding the next meeting date

C. Victor’s update to the Select Board 1/16/25 — this seemed to go smoothly. Recordings are
available online on the Town YouTube Page. Select Board members had some questions which
Victor was able to answer.

D. Climate Action Plan status and public meeting Feb 4, 6:30 pm. The plan may be found on the
Climate Action page under the Energy Committee and is available for comment. At the Feb.
meeting, the Energy Committee will present action items listed in the plan. These action items
follow the Maine Won’t Wait Climate Plan, which we can check out along with the recently

adopted Brunswick Climate Plan. Victor will send us slides.
E. Library Talk on Pollinators and Native Landscaping April 8th 6pm. This will take the place of our
April TCC meeting. This talk will be advertised by the Library in their Cryer ad (Emma at the Library

confirmed).



F. Merrymeeting Trail - LD29 —the Rail Use Advisory Council process went through last year, this
legislation is to authorize the rail bed to be used for purposes other than rail cars. In late Feb. this
will go to the transportation committee in the ME legislature. Testimony and comments may be
submitted. Discussion at our next TCC meeting to follow.

VII. Items for upcoming meetings — meetings are the first Monday at 5:30 unless otherwise noted

A. Change Labor Day conflict — meeting moved from 9/1 to 9/8.

B. Chris requested a review of any Town owned parcels. TCC completed this a couple of years ago
along with the paper streets review. Chris is requesting a review of any new updates since this last
review by TCC. Josh will request the list for TCC review.

C. Our next meeting will include Charlie Spies discussing the FERC relicensing of the hydro dam and
fish passage.

Chris made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Victor. Meeting adjourned at 7:04pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Secretary, Shana Deeds.



