Topsham Conservation Commission (TCC)
Meeting Minutes Approved 5/5/2025

Monday March 3, 2025 at 5:30 pm at the Topsham Town Office, Meetings open to all

In Attendance: Audie Arbo, Pam Belford (CPIC Liaison to TCC), Angie Brewer, Jeff Bush (Brunswick
Conservation Commission and formerly Trout Unlimited), Shana Deeds, Chris Dwinal, Chuck Ferrell, Josh
Franklin (Town Planner), Ed Friedman (Friends of Merrymeeting Bay), Victor Langelo, John Lichter
(Professor Emeritus from Bowdoin College and Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust), Chip Spies (Free the
Andro Coalition) and Clay Theberge

I Approve Feb 3, 2025 minutes

Motion made by Chris, seconded by Angie, to accept the minutes. Minutes were accepted unanimously
as written.

Il Presentation and discussion on Brunswick-Topsham Dam FERC Relicensing, Charlie Spies (Free
the Andro Coalition)
Most of the meeting was spent discussing the FERC relicensing of the Brunswick-Topsham Hydroelectric
Dam. Chip Spies from the Free the Andro Coalition presented.

The hydro dam was built from 1979-1983 and received its 50 year FERC license at that time. Brookfield, a
Canadian Company, owns the dam, which produces 2.6% of Maine’s hydroelectric production, enough to
service 13,000 Maine homes per year. The electricity goes to ISO New England and probably makes
around $9 million per year for Brookfield. In 1979, folks were likely not thinking about fish and
recreation because the Androscoggin River was in such bad shape. The Androscoggin is the third largest
river in Maine. John Little discussed fish passage. Less than 1% of fish at the bottom of the dam make it
up the fishway. Sebasticook numbers looked like Androscoggin numbers before the improved fish
passage there.

The FERC process is a long one. FERC has to consider the economy, biology, history, adaptation,
regulation and accountability during relicensing. Alewives are still the preferred lobster bait, and the
reduction of river herring has contributed to the collapse of the nearshore cod fishery, so there are
economic advantages to increased fish passage in addition to the important ecological impacts. There
will be flow monitoring and fish passage counting. There will also be consultants incorporating the new
dam pilings in their fluid dynamics studies of the dam impacts. There will be a comment period after
every phase of the process. Folks can sign up to be interveners or to get FERC updates
(https://www.ferc.gov/participating-online-ferc). There is a webpage, which is an online clearinghouse

for information about the process. You can sign up to get an alert when new information is posted to this
webpage, or email Chip at chipspies[atlgmail[dot]com.

The Brunswick Town Council passed a resolution that they wanted better fish passage to be considered

in the relicensing. Chip will be presenting this request to the Topsham Selectboard Thursday, March 6.


https://www.ferc.gov/participating-online-ferc
https://courses.bowdoin.edu/brunswick-dam-fish-passage/
https://www.brunswickme.gov/776/Brunswick-Hydroelectric-Dam-Relicensing-

Chris made a motion to indicated our support to the Select Board for a resolution to improve fish
passage at the Brunswick-Topsham Dam, which was seconded by Victor, and all were in favor of this
motion that passed unanimously. The TCC agreed to send a note to the Select Board via Town Manager
Mark Waltz indicating the Conservation Commission’s recommendation to the Select Board to pass a
resolution in support of improved fish passage at the Brunswick-Topsham Dam.

[l. Committee letter in support of LD 29
TCC discussed signing a letter in support of LD 29, there is a hearing on it tomorrow, March 4th. LD 29 is
a law to “Resolve, to Require the Department of Transportation to Implement the Recommendations of

the Lower Road Rail Use Advisory Council” to allow for uses alternative to rail on this rail line. The
railroad corridor is no longer used for freight and would cost substantially more to reclaimate into a

passenger rail line. This resolution would allow a recreational trail to move forward on the rail line.

Chris abstained due to a conflict of interest. Angie, Audie, Victor and Shana signed the letter in support
of this bill.

V. Review of recent town acquired property

TCC decided to table this agenda item for the May meeting.
V. Public Input

No additional public input.
VL. Updates

A. Bowdoin GIS project - Shana gave an update on Eileen Johnson’s class project on the
Topsham NAP (Natural Areas Plan) Update. TCC agreed that it was reasonable for
students to include a scenic assessment on the NAP update, they will collect data and
map scenic vistas in Topsham. TCC feels it is appropriate to go with the new Beginning
with Habitat GIS layers currently available, even though these layers will not be exactly
the same as the BWH data used for the original NAP. Students are working on this as a
group project, some may choose to complete individual projects on Topsham as well.
Shana will attend in-class presentations in April, and some students will join us at the
May TCC meeting.

B. Brunswick Tree Committee meeting - TCC may join in on the next meeting on 3/18 at
7pm in the Brunswick Town Hall. Chris will attend.

C. Climate Action Plan (CAP) status - Victor updated TCC on Topsham’s Climate Action Plan.
It has been finalized after public comments were completed and changes were made
based on these comments. It will be going to the Select Board on Thursday, March 6th
where they will decide if it will go on the Town Meeting Warrant. The Energy Committee
will do outreach on the CAP if it goes to Town Meeting.



VII.

D. Library Talk on Pollinators and Native Landscaping April 8th 6pm
Join Bowdoin Professor Patty Jones and Bowdoin Senior Issie Gale as they discuss the
newly planted Pollinator Park at the Topsham Solid Waste Facility and the importance of
landscaping for pollinators with native plants. This talk, co-sponsored by the Topsham
Conservation Commission, will be on Tuesday, April 8, 2025 at 6pm at the Topsham
Public Library and is open to all.

Items for upcoming meetings — meetings are the first Monday at 5:30 unless otherwise noted
A. TCC will cancel its regular April business meeting in order to instead attend the
presentation on Pollinators at the Library on 4/8/25.
B. Next business meeting will be Monday. May 5th
Review of recent town acquired property

m Discuss Natural Areas Plan Project Request Form with Skye and Josh
m Bowdoin Student Presentations on the class project on the NAP update
m Decide on summer meeting dates

Motion to adjourn made by Victor, which was seconded by Chris and passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 7:11pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Shana Deeds, TCC Secretary.



