Town of Topsham
2018 - 2019 Budget
Assessing

DEPARTMENT — 08




Highlights of the Past Year

Completed in-house revaluation prior to tax commitment.
This was the seventh update since 2007. Market value is
trending upwards.




Goals -

With clerical support, enable timely processing of personal
property declarations in Spring and reimbursement forms in

Fall.

With seasonal data lister, begin to address backlog of
property reviews and updates.
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Budget Highlights

08-10-05 Payroll

e Assessor Full Time $ Per Contract
e Seasonal Data Collector

= 600 Hours $ 13,000
e Seasonal Personal Property Data Clerk

= 120 Hours $ 2,8000

08-30-40 Board of Assessment Review
e Recording Secretary 4 @ $100 $ 400
e Appeal to court is a review of information entered into record at hearing.

08-40-55 Registry of Deeds
e Copies of deeds, divorce decrees, foreclosures for maintenance of ownership records. $ 400
e Registry charges $1 per page, $2 transaction fee, plus postage to mail copies
e Our subscription rate is $0.50 per page, after 500 printed from online records

08-40-70 Printing $ 300
¢ Printing and binding of annual commitment book. Permanent retention
required by law.

08-40-90 Mapping $3900
e Annual updates to paper tax maps and digital parcel polygons.
e Polygons are also provided to Planning and interested departments for use in GIS.

e PDF versions are provided for public access on Town website.
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Tax Rate History
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- Capital Expenditures

2018 - 2019
Assessing - 08




MARKET VALUATION ADJUSTMENT

> ASSESSMENT RATIO = ASSESSED VALUE / SALE VALUE

B> STATE REQUIRES RATIO BETWEEN 70% AND 110%

™  COMPLETE REVALUATION WITH FIELD REVIEW COMPLETED APRIL 2007 FOR $339,568

®  IN-HOUSE MARKET ADJUSTMENTS COMPLETED APRIL 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016 AND 2017
™ PERIODIC INDEPENDENT REVIEW DESIRABLE.

>  COMMERCIAL MARKET IN PARTICULAR REQUIRES REGIONAL AND NATIONAL SALES INFORMATION NOT READILY

AVAILABLE TO LOCAL STAFF.
™  ESTIMATE $35 PER PARCEL FOR ADJUSTMENT USING EXISTING SOFTWARE, TOTAL $175,000

™  REQUEST $15,000 PER YEAR FROM 2013 THROUGH 2022.




HYDRO DAM APPRAISAL

e HIGH VALUE SPECIALIZED USE PROPERTY.

® CHANGING ENERGY MARKETS INFLUENCE MARKET VALUE.
e IMARKET IS INTERNATIONAL NOT LOCAL.

® LAST INDEPENDENT APPRAISAL WAS COMPLETED IN 2008.

e PERIODIC REVIEW BY QUALIFIED APPRAISER DESIRABLE.

e REQUEST $1,500 PER YEAR FROM 2017 THROUGH 2021.




CAMA SOFTWARE UPGRADE

CAMA = COMPUTER ASSISTED MASS APPRAISAL

OUR VERSION IS 6.4 — CURRENT VERSION 1S 8.0

OUR VERSION WILL NO LONGER BE SUPPORTED 2019

CURRENT VERSION 32 BIT — TOWN COMPUTERS TRANSITIONING TO 64 BIT

REQUEST $12,000 FOR FY 2018 — 2019 WITH EXISTING $8,000 BALANCE FROM FY 2014 - 2015




