APPROVED VERSION

MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
OCTOBER 20, 2011, 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Ronald Riendeau, Chairman




James Trusiani, Vice Chairman




Marie Brillant





Andrew Mason





Donald Russell

MEMBERS ABSENT:
All present
STAFF PRESENT:
Town Manager, Cornell Knight
A regular meeting of the Topsham, Maine Board of Selectmen was held on Thursday, October 20, 2011 at the Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 
CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Riendeau called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  All present stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all Selectmen were present.
TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT

The Town Manager's Report included:

· The Maine Municipal Bond Bank sold the Town's bond last week at a rate of 2.1261% for 10 years.  The $689,530 bond is financing a plow truck and a ladder truck.
· The Town has been given permission from the Federal Government to again process passport applications.  That service is available in the Planning Department on the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building.

· The Department of Transportation is working on the railroad portion of the Black Bridge, starting on October 24, 2011.  Route 1 northbound traffic will detour on that day only.  This work does not affect the road portion of the bridge which remains closed.

· The Town Clerk will not issue absentee ballots on Friday, November 4 and Monday, November 7.  Ballots will be received, just not issued on those two days.

· The Board of Selectmen Workshop scheduled for next week with TDI and the Topsham 250 Celebration Committee will be rescheduled with the date and time to be announced.

· The Town meeting date has been changed to November 30, 2011. The November 17th Board of Selectmen meeting has been changed to Wednesday, November 16, 2011 because of the MRRA meeting conflict.

· The Code Enforcement Officer has reported that the property at 303 Meadow Road has been cleaned up to his satisfaction. 
BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES
ECD/TDI Update - John Shattuck, ECD Director reported that:
· The Vernal Pool Pilot Program is moving ahead successfully.  A thank you was extended to the business community for attending a meeting in Augusta to help establish guidelines for value of land in the rural district.

· The Annex Housing process is moving forward as Mr. Schott and MRRA have reached a tentative agreement.  Concern was expressed on the timeliness of the project moving forward.

· Meetings with tenants of the Red Mill and Green Street Area have been holding positive meetings and an update on the Green Street Area will be presented at the next Board of Selectmen meeting.   There has been significant interest shown by the community in the redevelopment of the area.

· Positive inquiries continue to come into the TDI office regarding locating businesses in Topsham. 

· Mr. Shattuck was sworn in on the MRRA Board this past Tuesday.

Following Mr. Shattuck's report, the Board extended congratulations on his appointment to the MRRA Board. 

Waterfront Access Draft Report - This item was postponed to the next meeting. 

CORRESPONDENCE - None noted.

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA - The Board was in agreement to postpone Item 85-11 (CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON PROPOSED AMEND-MENT TO THE DOG ORDINANCE) to a future meeting as the Town Attorney requested additional time to complete his review.
CONSENT CALENDAR

1.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECTMEN MEETING OF 10-6-11


Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it was 


VOTED



To approve the minutes of the October 6, 2011 meeting as written.
2.
BOARD OF THE REGISTRAR OF VOTERS TO HOLD OFFICE HOURS
Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason and it was unanimously
VOTED


To grant permission for the Registrar of Voters to have office hours on November 1, 2, 3, 4 and 7 for the purpose of registering people to vote.  The hours will be from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on the days stated above per Title 21-A§122.8.

PUBLIC HEARING 

82-11
ADOPTION OF GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE APPENDIXES
General Assistance Coordinator Linda Dumont reviewed the revised Appendixes A, B and C of the 2011-2012 General Assistance Ordinance.  She said it was a State requirement that the changes be accepted by the Board.

The Public Hearing was declared open.  There were no questions or comments from members of the public with the exception of a couple of questions from Board members to which Ms. Dumont responded.  The Public Hearing was declared closed.

Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason and it was unanimously

VOTED



To accept the revised Appendixes A, B and C of the 2011-2012 General Assistance Ordinance.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None noted.

OLD BUSINESS - None noted.
NEW BUSINESS

83-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE AMENDED DIGITIZATION POLICY FOR TOWN ARCHIVES
The Town Manager presented a brief history of the work Ralph Williams and the History Committee had done in creating a Digitization Policy for use of the Town archives.  He said the policy has been reviewed by the Town Attorney with only a few minor modifications made.  A policy must be in effect in order for the History Committee to be able to apply for a grant to purchase a scanner. 
Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason and it was unanimously

VOTED


To accept the amended Digitization Policy as edited by the Town Attorney.

84-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON A PROPOSAL TO ERECT A TAX PAYMENT BOX AND ERECT A FIRE TRAINING STRUCTURE ON THE TOWN OFFICE COMPLEX
The Tax Payment Box and Fire Training Structure were considered separately as follows:
Tax Payment Box - A photograph of the type of drop box requested was included in the Board package.  The Town Manager explained that the purpose of the box was to make it more convenient for the citizens of Topsham to be able to drive thru and place their tax payment in the box rather than come into the municipal building.  Concern was expressed that citizens might say they dropped off their payment when they actually did not.  During discussion it was noted if anyone wished a receipt they could leave a stamped and addressed envelope with their payment and it was expressed that citizens would be asked to leave a check in the box with their tax bill.  The Town Manager noted that the Town of Winthrop has such a box which has worked successfully.
Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason, and it as unanimously

VOTED


To authorize the Town Manager to have a Collection Box installed in a convenient location between the trees as he noted at the meeting. 
Fire Training Structure - Fire Chief Brian Stockdale reviewed a sketch plan for a 10'x8' structure he is proposing to be placed in the grass area behind the dumpster and poles at the fire station.  The purpose of the structure is to train fire fighters how to work with various types of roofing materials for proper roof ventilation in fire situations.  Mr. Stockdale explained how the center area of the structure would be worked with, cut out and refilled for the next training session.    It was noted that all materials used for the training were donated to the department.

Concern was expressed from the Board about the noise the chainsaws and axes would create during training sessions, especially to the residential area near the fire station.  Mr. Stockdale said he was willing to work with the Board to establish a schedule that would be satisfactory to the Board and neighboring residents on the hours for training to occur. 

Following discussion, motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Mason and it was unanimously

VOTED


That the Board approve the plan of erecting a fire training structure 10' x 8' at the town complex as depicted on the site plan presented with the condition that a sketch plan for the Amendment to the Site Plan go before the Planning Board for approval.

During discussion of this item, Selectman Trusiani called the attention to the Fire Chief of a situation he witnessed on Saturday, October 15 of miss-direction of water from fire hoses while a hose training session was taking place on Town property by the fire department.  Chief Stockdale responded that he was not aware of the circumstances but assured Mr. Trusiani and the Board that he would address the matter. 

85-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE DOG ORDINANCE
This item was postponed to a future meeting.

ADJORNMENT

 With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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