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 MINUTES 

TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

IN PERSON IN THE DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM 

AND ON LINE VIA ZOOM  – OCTOBER 27, 2022,  6:30 P.M. 

________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Scott Libby 

    Ronald Bisson 

    Larry Brann 

    Dan Flaig 

    Joshua Spooner 
         

MEMBERS ABSENT: Don Spann, Kerri Bickford 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Hap Stelling, Director of Planning; Derek Scrapchansky, Town 

Manager; Mark Waltz, Assistant Town Manager 

  

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 

In the absence of Chair Spann, Vice Chair Libby called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 

p.m. The Recording Secretary took the roll call and noted that everyone on the Board was 

present in person, except for Mr. Spann and Ms. Bickford, both of whom had been excused.  

The meeting was also available on Zoom for anyone wanting to view the meeting or make 

comments.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 13, 2022 MEETING 
 

 Motion was made by Mr. Bisson, seconded by Mr. Brann, and it was  

 

  VOTED 

  To approve the minutes of the October 13, 2022 meeting as written. 
  (Voting in favor were Mr. Bisson, Mr. Brann, Mr. Flaig and Mr. Libby.  Mr. Spooner abstained.) 

 

C. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

SOLARIZE TOPSHAM SOLAR HAS SUBMITTED A PROPOSED SOLAR FARM AT 

449 AUGUSTA ROAD, TAX MAP R10, LOT 085 

Applicant Pat Jackson provided some history, saying the proposed project is a reduced 

version of a previously approved solar project.  The original project proposed in 2020 was 

for a 6.1 megawatt alternating current project to be part of Maine’s Net Energy Billing 

(NEB) program. The Planning Board approved the site plan on 9/15/20 and a project 

extension was approved on 6/15/21 to extend the approval to March 15, 2022. Mr. Jackson 

said  State  legislative   changes in the NEB  program   prevented the  project  from  being  



          APPROVED 11/15/22 

  

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES                           Page 2 of 3 

October 27, 2022 

 

constructed as originally approved. As the site plan approval has expired, the applicant is 

returning to the Board with a sketch plan for a revise project on the same site.  

 A revised project, approximately 996 kilowatts, was presented with a reduced footprint and 

consists of approximately 4.7 acres of fenced-in area. The site plan will be developed to 

minimize wetland impact and limit intrusion to the areas that trigger the Habitat Mitigation 

fee. Linear rows of photovoltaic (PV) panels will be mounted on fixed tilt metal racks 

supported by posts driven or screwed into the ground.  Project components will include 

inverters, electrical collector lines and an access drive. An existing gravel driveway off 

Augusta Road will serve as the access for the project. A new gravel access drive will be 

constructed at the end of the existing driveway to provide access to the array.  The project 

will interconnect at a CMP utility pole directly adjacent to the Augusta Road. A perimeter 

fence (a safety requirement of the National Electrical Safety Code) will be installed around 

the project to prevent the public from accessing the site.  A gate in the fence will be installed 

a minimum of 5-inches off the ground to allow for passage of small animals. The total 

fenced area will include approximately 4.7 acres.  

 Access to the project is located approximately 400 feet north of Gemini Drive and 

approximately 1,190 feet south of Longview Lane.  The nearest major waterbody is the 

Cathance River, approximately 0.3 miles west of the proposed project. It was noted that 

the applicant received an MDOT Driveway entrance Permit on 9/26/22.  Also, the Topsham 

Fire Chief confirmed that the plan meets the needs of emergency services via email on 

10/17/22 in file. The applicant has submitted a satisfactory itemized decommissioning 

estimate.  

 It was noted that the applicant will provide A Performance Guarantee to the Town in the 

form of a Letter of Financing from a financial institution. Mr. Jackson said all concerns 

posed by peer reviewer Tom Saucier of Site Design Associates have been taken off to Mr. 

Saucier’s approval.   

 Board member Libby noted that one of the fence posts appears to be right on the line.  Mr. 

Jackson responded that he is waiting for comments from the DEP and may have to move 

the post.   

  The Public Hearing was declared open. There being no one wishing to comment, the Public 

Hearing was declared closed. 

  Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Bisson and it was unanimously 

 VOTED 

  That the Board finds that the Site Plan Application for Solarize Topsham, LLC Solar 

Project at 449 Augusta Road, Tax Map R10, Lot 085, meets the Site Plan Review 

Ordinance Chapters 175 and the Zoning Ordinance Chapter 225, including the specific 

performance standards for Solar Energy Conversion Systems located at ⸹225-60.19, with 

the staff recommended conditions and findings identified in the memo dated October 20, 

2022 To the Planning Board and filed with these minutes.  
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D. ADJOURN   

 

Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was unanimously  

 

VOTED  

To adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m.   

Respectfully submitted,  

     

_____________________________ 

Patty Williams, Recording Secretary    


