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TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

SELECT BOARD MEETING 

MT. ARARAT HIGH SCHOOL- FORUM ROOM 

NOVEMBER 2, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Douglass 

    Ruth Lyons 

    Matt Nixon 

Roland Tufts 

             

MEMBER(S) ABSENT: Marie Brillant 

 

STAFF PRESENT: Town Manager, Derek Scrapchansky; Assistant Town Manager, 

Mark Waltz; Planning Director, Julie Erdman; Public Works 

Director, Dennis Cox; Fire Chief, Chris McLaughlin; Transfer 

Station Manager, Ed Caron. 

 

A meeting of the Topsham Select Board was held on Thursday, November 2, 2023 in the Forum 

Room of Mt. Ararat High School.  Chair Douglass called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL 

 

Everyone was invited to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The Roll Call was 

taken, and it was noted that all Board members were present. 

 

TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT    

 

A reminder that the Election is on Tuesday, November 7th from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Mt. Ararat 

High School. 

 

Derek Scrapchansky 

Town Manager 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – None noted. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE – Chair Douglass read correspondence from Lynzie Millard as follows: 

 

“I am a resident at Topsham Crossing.  The area adjacent is being discussed. 

Issues I see: 

 

Schools – Where are students going to go to school?  Williams Cone is not big enough to hold the 

number of children that will be added. Yet alone, schools are already short staffed.  
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  Busses – Busses are already 3 to 2 a seat.  How will adding more children to the schools affect that?  

Again, already short staffed, including bus drivers. 

 Traffic – People speed down Tedford Road now.  Adding more traffic to the mix will make the road more 

traffic heavy.  There are also no sidewalk on either side.  There is only one official way in and out of that 

area. 

 

 I know the Town will choose what they want, and really none of this will matter too much.  I have seen that 

with development in the past.  I just hope you take this into consideration. 

  

 Thank you, 

 Lynzie Millard” 

 

 ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA – None noted. 

 

 CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECT BOARD MEETING OF 

OCTOBER 19, 2023 
 

Motion was made by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Tufts, and it was unanimously 
 

 VOTED 
  To approve the minutes of the October 5, 2023 meeting as written. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

23-93 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO ADOPT AND 

IMPLEMENT “FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE 25 HACKMATACK ROAD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT AND TAX 

INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT 

 

  Chair Douglass explained how the Public Hearing will be conducted.  The Public Hearing 

was declared open. 

 

  Town Manager  Scrapchansky provided a history of the project.  Chair Douglass asked if 

anyone wish to comments and Jennifer Hughes, 27 Tedford Road responded.  Ms. 

Hughes expressed concern that 38 additional units would create a lot of traffic on an already 

busy road. She asked the Board to keep in mind that additional traffic and any additional 

housing would bring to the area for this development and questioned future developments. 

 

  John Hodge, Executive Director of Brunswick Housing Authority, responded that there 

are currently no plans to build on the additional parcel of land. Mr. Hodge said the TIF has 

been approved and the Housing Authority is simply separating a piece of land for the 

project.  
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  Curt Neufeld, President of Topsham Development Incorporated, said several local 

meetings have been held on the critical need for affordable housing in our area.  Mr. 

Neufeld said he hoped that this item will be approved in order to make additional housing 

available.  

 

  With no one further wishing to speak, the Public Hearing was declared closed.  

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 

 At 6:40 p.m., motion was made by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Chair Douglass, and it was 

unanimously  

 

 VOTED  

  To adjourn the meeting.  

 

         Respectfully submitted,  

 

         _______________________________ 

         Patty Williams, Recording Secretary  


