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A meeting of the Topsham, Maine Planning Board was held on Tuesday, December 1, 2015 in the Donald A. Russell Meeting Room at the Municipal Building, 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 

1.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL


Chairman Donald Spann called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all members were present, except for Mr. Libby who had been excused. 
2.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 3, 2015 MEETING


Motion was made by Mr. Bisson, seconded by Mr. Prindall, and it was unanimously 
VOTED

To approve the minutes of the November 3, 2015 meeting as written.
3.
BLASTING PERMIT - CROOKER CONSTRUCTION LLC HAS SUBMITTED PROPOSED BLASTING PERMIT FOR END OF EVERGREEN CIRCLE FOR PHASE 3C OF THE HIGHLAND GREEN SUBDIVISION, TAX MAP R09, LOTS 17A021 AND 17A016

Board member Bisson recused himself from participation on this agenda item due to a possible conflict of interest.

Ian Messier represented the applicant, Crooker Construction LLC, and reviewed the project before the Board for a blasting permit for 4,000 cubic yards (applicant originally stated 3,500 cubic yards, but changed the application to 4,000 cubic yards) located at Highland Green off of Evergreen Circle.  Originally the applicant stated there would be approximately 35 blasts on the application but change the number of blasts to 40 to accommodate future building sites, roads, and underground utilities related to construction of the Highland Green approved subdivision.  Property owners will be notified by telephone before each blast.  The applicant proposes to start the blasting in January, but have not yet identified the blasting contractor.  Rocks will be crushed on site.  Abutters within 250 feet of the project will be notified in writing.  There are no private wells within the 250 distance.  Because of the small size of the project, seismographs will not be necessary.  All blasts will be recorded and abutters will be informed by letter that pre-blast surveys will be conducted if requested. 

FINDING OF FACTS

1.
The applicant is Crooker Construction LLC.


2.
Blasting permit is being requested to remove 4000 yards of fill.


3.
Location of project is Highlands Green off of Evergreen Circle, identified by Tax Map R04, Lot 17A-12.


4.
Approximately 35 blasts will occur.


5.
Hours of Detonation - The applicant stated in the permit application dated November 4, 2015 that the hours of detonation will be between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. This adequately meets the standards of the Blasting Ordinance Chapter 85-5 Performance Standards.

6.
Water Quality Protection - N/A  There are no wells existing within 250 feet of the site.

7.
Ground Vibration - The applicant has agreed to provide all records as needed.  It has been determined that a seismographic record will not be necessary because of the size of the project.

8.
Airblast Overpressure - The Board has required that a record of blasts be made and submitted to the Planning Office to confirm that this section of the ordinance is met.
Motion was made by Mr. Van Note, seconded by Mr. Spooner, and it was unanimously
VOTED

To approve the application from Crooker Construction LLC for a Blasting Permit for the end of Evergreen Circle for Phase 3C of the Highland Green Subdivision, Tax Map R09, Lots 17A021 and 17A016 pursuant to Ordinance Chapter 85 for up to 4,000 cubic yards consisting of up to 40 blasts pursuant to the findings listed in the memo from the Planner dated November 23, 2015, with the following conditions:

1.
Reporting of blasting activities must be submitted to the Planning Office to confirm standards have been met meeting the requirements of 85-9.


2.
A Pre-Construction/Pre-Blast Meeting shall be held at the Planning Office at least 14 days prior to blasting occurring on site.


3.
Proof of insurance shall be submitted to the Planning Office prior to the date of the pre-construction/pre-blast meeting.

4.
Letters to abutters informing them of their rights, including a pre-blast survey, shall be sent to them with notice of each blast, pursuant to the Ordinance. 
4.
ADJOURN


Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED To adjourn the regular meeting at 7:30 p.m. 









Respectfully submitted,







_____________________________







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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