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MEMBERS ABSENT: 
All present
STAFF PRESENT:

Planning Director, Rod Melanson

A meeting of the Topsham, Maine Planning Board was held on Tuesday, February 17, 2015 at the Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 

1.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL


Chairman Spann called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all members were present.
2.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 16, 2015 MEETING


Motion was made by Mr. Prindall, seconded by Mr. Thompson, and it was
VOTED

To approve the minutes of the January 6, 2015 meeting as written.
(Vote was 6 in favor with one abstention (Mr. Bisson)

3.
PUBLIC HEARING - CROOKER AND SONS HAS SUBMITTED AN APPLICATION FOR AN ANNUAL BLASTING PERMIT FOR THE PEJEPSCOT QUARRY PROJECT ON QUARRY ROAD, TAX MAP R02, LOTS 6 AND 7 

Because of a possible conflict of interest, Board member Ronald Bisson recused himself from participation in the meeting for this agenda item.


Chairman Spann reviewed the application for an annual blasting permit for the Pejepscot Quarry Project on Quarry Road, Tax Map R02, Lots 6 and 7.  Richard Morgan represented the applicant and gave a power point presentation reviewing the overview of the 2014 blasting season.  Mr. Morgan reviewed the following slides: 

· 2014 blast times and dates

· Summary of shots

· Summary of blasting

· Peak sound pressure levels (bd)

· Peak sound pressure levels at residences

· Peak particle velocity chart

· USBM particle velocity charts of residences

· Well level charts

· Production yardage chart

· Explosives per shot chart

· Pounds per delay per shot chart

· Holes per shot chart

· Holes per year chart

· Feet of borehole per year chart

· Yards of production per year chart

He told the Board that Crooker & Sons did not exceed the Town of Topsham or the MDEP limits on either the vibration levels or the noise limitations of blasting.  There were a total of 8 events with 69 seismograph records recorded.  Mr. Morgan said the 2014 season was uneventful.  He said they changed the blasting process in different areas as appropriate.  Along the "high wall area" they tried satellite holes to brush loose material off the high wall thus removing a safety hazard for their workers in the future.  

In October, 2014, the firm of PreSeis, Inc. of Merrimack, New Hampshire was brought in as an outside monitoring firm for verification of readings as well as to verify the property setup of seismographs.  PreSeis records were included in the report filed with the Planning Office and included in materials forwarded to the Board for review prior to the meeting.  The annual turbidity sampling was also done successfully in October. 

Mr. Morgan noted appropriate monitors were placed on the properties of various residences including G. Bates, R. Flaig, B. Justice, S. Manzo; all with acceptable results.  Residents were notified in advance of the blasting as required in the ordinance.  No blasting was conducted after the month of October.  Mr. Morgan noted that should any resident express concerns relative to blasting that he personally discusses the concerns to the satisfaction of the resident.
There were no questions from members of the Board following Mr. Morgan's presentation.  The Public Hearing was declared open.  There being no one wishing to speak, the Public Hearing was declared closed. 

FINDING OF FACTS
The Board found the Following Finding of Facts:
1.
The applicant meets the application submittal standards found within Chapter 85-4, and is found to have a complete application. 

2. 
The applicant has submitted all appropriate fees as specified in Chapter 85-4.E.

3.
The applicant has submitted a certificate of insurance per Chapter 85.4.F.

4.
The applicant adequately meets the standards found within Chapter 85-5, and will submit a year-end report to verify specifically:


a.
Hours of detonation


b.
Water quality protection


c.
Ground vibration


d.
Air blast overpressure

5.
Proposed instrumentation to be utilized meets Chapter 85-7 requirements.

6.
As part of the Planning Boards annual review of this site, the applicant has supplied records for all of the proposed blasting events in accordance with Chapter 85-9(A-P).

7.
The applicant has provided Proof of Insurance consistent with previous years.

8.
Both the Police Department and Codes Enforcement Office has reported that no complaints were filed during the year with either office.

9.
There were no events during the past year of blasting where the decibel reading exceeded local or state restrictions.

Motion was made by Mr. Van Note, seconded by Mr. Libby, and it was unanimously  

VOTED

Based on the Findings of Facts included in memo from the Planner to the Planning Board dated February 12, 2015, which include the fact that there have been no complaints filed after having check with the Code Enforcement Office and Police Department, and no events where decibel levels exceed local or state restrictions, also based on their submittal that they meet all submittal standards, they paid the appropriate fees, submitted the required certificate of insurance and their application meets the standards found in 85-5, which deal with hours of detonation, water quality protection, ground vibration, air blast over pressure, also finding that the proposed instrumentation to be utilized meets Chapter 85-7 requirements, and that, as part of our annual review, the applicant has submitted records for all proposed blasting events as required in 85-9, Harry C. Crooker & Sons is hereby granted an Annual Blasting Permit at the Pejepscot Quarry for the calendar year 2015. 

ADJOURN


Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED To adjourn the regular meeting at 7:30 p.m. and to enter into a Workshop to discuss:


HOME DAYCARE



ROAD STANDARDS



ROUTE 196



FLOOD PLAIN MANAGEMENT LANGUAGE







Respectfully submitted,







_____________________________







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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