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MINUTES 

TOWN OF TOPSHAM PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

IN PERSON  IN THE DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM 

AND ON LINE VIA ZOOM - FEBRUARY 24, 2022,  6:30 P.M. 

______________________________________________________ 

 

  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Don Spann 

Ronald Bisson 

Kerri Bickford 

        Larry Brann 

        Dan Flaig  

        Scott Libby  

Joshua Spooner 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT:   

  

All present 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Rod Melanson, Director of Planning, Development and Codes, Pam 

LeDuc, Recreation Director  

 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 

 Chairman Spann called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The Recording Secretary took the roll 

call and noted that everyone on the Board was present.  Attending in person in the Donald A. 

Russell Meeting Room: Chairman Spann, Ms. Bickford, Board member Brann and the 

recording secretary.  Attending via Zoom: Mr. Bisson, Mr. Flaig, Mr. Libby, and Mr. Spooner.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 10, 2022 MEETING 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Ms. Bickford, and it was 

 

  VOTED 

   To approve the minutes of the February 10, 2022 meeting as written. 

 
   (The voted was 6 in favor with 1 abstention [Mr. Bisson]). 

 

C. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

CROOKER CONSTRUCTION HAS SUBMITTED PROPOSED ANNUAL BLASTING 

PERMIT FOR THE QUARRIES ON THE LEWISTON ROAD/RIVER ROAD, 

IDENTIFIED BY TAX MAP R02, LOTS 6 AND 7 

 

 Due to a possible conflict of interest, Mr. Bisson recused himself from participation in the 

meeting.  
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 Richard Morgan represented the applicant.  It was noted that the quarry is located within the 

Industrial (1) Zoning District and is an allowable use within that district.  

 

 Mr. Morgan talked about the blasting permit being requested for the Pejepscot Quarry from 

March 1, 2022 to March 1, 2023. The two quarries are over 50 acres and there are no known 

prehistoric or historic archeological resources within the project area. 15 events occurred last 

year with 118 seismograph records taken.  Mr. Morgan said there were scheduling problems 

on a couple of occasions last year with wrong supplies being provided, or unfavorable weather 

conditions.  In those instances, the blasting was done the next day.  All blasts were below the 

town and state noise requirements.   

 

 The applicant is proposing to blast approximately 350,000 cubic yards with blasting events to 

occur from March 22, 2022 to March 22, 2023, with a total of 48 blasts events.  Two residences 

across the river were included for monitoring again this year. (Kells and Backman properties 

at their request.) A Certificate of Insurance has been provided with much more coverage than 

required in the ordinance. Minimum liability coverage is $1 million per incident.  All abutters 

within 250 feet of the property lines have been notified and the proposed Public Hearing was 

duly advertised.  

 

 Via a Power Point presentation, Mr. Morgan reviewed a summary of the past year’s blasting 

which is on file.  Last year there were 15 total blast events with 119 seismograph records.  

Crooker Construction hired an outside firm (PreSeis, Inc. from Merrimack, New Hampshire) 

to verify the seismograph readings on a specific occasion and the comparative report showed 

consistency with those readings.   

 

 Following Mr. Morgan’s presentation, the meeting was opened to receive comments from 

Board members.  Mr. Flag noted that Board members did not receive a copy of the Severe 

Mahar report which was forwarded to the codes office and suggestion was made that the Board 

receive a copy of this turbidity report in the future.  Mr. Morgan agreed.   

 

 With no further comments to be heard from the Board members, the Public Hearing was 

declared open.  There being no one present, or citizens participating from Zoom, wishing to 

comment, the Public Hearing was declared closed. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Libby, seconded by Ms. Bickford, and it was unanimously (of those 

voting) 

 

 VOTED 

 

  To approve the Pejepscot Quarry Blasting Permit application as the Board finds it is in 

compliance with the standards in the Blasting Ordinance, Chapter 85 and the standards in 

the Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 225, Section 57, Extractive Industry, as set forth in the 

findings of fact on pages 3 to 5 in the memo to the Planning Board dated February 16, 2022 

from Rod Melanson, Planning Director, with Conditions of Approval 1 to 4.  Additional 
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  conclusions numbers 5 and 6 is hereby added that the blasting will take place between the 

hours of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and that seismic monitoring will be conducted at the 

Backman Property for the upcoming season  

 

D. ADJOURN 
 

Motion was made by Ms. Bickford, seconded by Mr. Brann, and it was unanimously  
 

VOTED 
 

 To adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. and to move into a Workshop to discuss Housing Density. 

 

 

               Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

       Patty Williams, Recording Secretary    


