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FEBRUARY 5, 2020 MEETING

ÍOn February 5, 2020, MaineDOT made a 
presentation as part of that DAC Meeting 
regarding the items on the next slide. The 
slides to follow describe part of what was 
presented and the recommendations made 
by the DAC. 



BIKE LANE COLOR
ÍRed was originally discussed, 
agreed upon

ÍDAC Report -òTo calm traffic and 
better delineate spaces for people 
who walk or bike, we recommend 
that the shoulder / bikeway be 
colored brick red.ó

ÍGreen is the only approved 
pavement color in FHWAõs Manual 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD) for Bicycle Lanes. 

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/


BIKE LANE COLOR
ÍMUTCD ðOverview/Key 
Messages

ÍNational Standards for 
Traffic Control Devices, 
Uniformity

ÍNon-Compliance can result in 
loss of Federal Aid Funds, 
Increased Tort Liability

ÍSuccess depends upon 
nationwide acceptance and 
application

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/kno-overview.htm


BIKE LANE COLOR

The DAC recommended  
to have a colored Bike 
Lane and for it to be the 
required Green.



UPDATES

ÍTopsham Stairs/Underpass - Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA)

ÍDAC Report -òWe recommend connecting the bridge sidewalks with 
trails at both ends of the bridge. On the Topsham side this would 
include a spur of the Riverwalk along the shore of the Priority 
Group property with stairs up to the Topsham Overlook. If feasible, 
this proposed Riverwalk spur could be extended via a pedestrian 
underpass along the abutments of the new and old bridges, and 
connected to the Topsham Pocket Park via stairs.ó



UPDATES

ÍTopsham Stairs/Underpass - Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA)

ÍMinimumADARequirementsfor PedestrianFacilities.

ÍòNewpedestrianfacilities,or existingfacilitiesthat mustbe reconstructed, 

shallbe designedand built to meettheminimumrequirements.ó

ÍIf stairs are to be constructed, ramps and other ADA access must be 
provided

https://www.maine.gov/mdot/civilrights/ada/resources-engineers/


TOPSHAM 
STAIRS/RAMPS/UNDERPASS 
The following factors contributed to the recommendation from the DAC and the 
Town of Topsham to not include stairs, ramps, or the underpass

ÁCost to Town
ÁThe added cost for a ramp at the Upstream Overlook would be approximately $205,000.

ÁThe added cost for ramps on both sides and an underpass would be approximately $395,000

ÁImpact to Downstream Abutment Overlook
ÁThe downstream ramp would require loss of area to the overlook area based on the size of the ramp

ÁAdditional Property Impacts
ÁThe upstream ramp would have required additional Right of Way impacts and loss of additional parking spaces 
to an abutting property

ÁSafety
ÁThe downstream ramp configuration would have created a situation where users would not be seen for much of 
the length of the ramp



Topsham Amenities

Downstream Abutment Overlook

Without Ramps

(As recommended by DAC)



Topsham Amenities
Downstream Abutment 
Overlook
With Ramps
(Not recommended, 
note loss of area due 
to Ramp)



AMENITIES/COST ESTIMATES
ÍTopsham Funded Amenities Topsham Amenities

Upstream Overlook

Without Ramps

(Recommended by DAC)



AMENITIES/COST ESTIMATES
ÍTopsham Funded Amenities Topsham Amenities

Upstream Overlook

With Ramps

(Not Recommended, Note 

Additional Property

Impacts) 



BRUNSWICK 
STAIRS

The proposed stairs in Brunswick leading down to the Brunswick 
Downstream Overlook (as depicted in the next slide) were deemed to 
be in compliance with ADA.
ÍThe DAC recommended to keep those proposed stairs. 



BRUNSWICK
DOWNSTREAM ABUTMENT OVERLOOK



LANE WIDTHS

6õ7ó Sidewalks      5õ Bike Lanes              11õ Travel Lanes                 11õ Travel Lanes5õ Bike Lanes       6õ7ó Sidewalks

After a discussion and a request for a narrower travel lane width (10õ) by 
members of the Riverwalk Committee, the DAC decided to stay with their initial 
recommendation of 11õ Travel Lanes. 



BRIDGE RAIL
The bridge Rail shown in this slide was based on a 54õ rail height (27ó concrete 

and 27ó steel). The DAC recommended a 42õ total height (which is the minimum 

allowed) which includes the necessary 27ó of concrete for crash protection and 

an additional 15õ steel rail.



AMENITIES



AMENITIES
After review of the different types of Amenities and their costs, the 
DAC recommended to choose the Enhanced Amenity Types for all 
areas (Brunswick Downstream Abutment Overlook, Topsham 
Upstream Overlook, and Topsham Downstream Abutment Overlook)
ÍThe next slide shows the typical treatments for the three overall Amenity 
Types, while the slides following that show depictions of the Enhanced 
Amenities.

ÍMaineDOT will provide the Base cost, with additional improvements to be 
funded by the Towns.



AMENITY TYPES ðTYPICAL TREATMENT
Base
ÍBase and Walkway Surface - Gravel

ÍRailings - Chain Link Fence, PVC Coated

Improved

ÍBase and Walkway Surfaces ðAsphalt, Concrete

ÍRailings ðBlack Steel

ÍBenches ðStandard Park Bench

Enhanced

ÍBase and Walkway Surfaces ðGranite Pavers

ÍRailings ðBlack Steel

ÍBenches ðGranite Block



AMENITIES
Brunswick

Abutment Overlook



AMENITIES
Brunswick

Abutment Overlook


