
 

 

 

  
TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

Tax-Acquired Property Review – November 2022 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 26 RIVER RD – R01-11-1 

 

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 26 RIVER RD 

Year Acquired: 2009 

Former Owner(s): ALLISYN GRAY 

Current Use: Vacant land 

Size (in acres): 1.17 

Assessed Value 

(FY 2021): 

$19600 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$311.05 

Zone: R2 

Conservation 

Value: 

Med to High 

 

This vacant piece of land has river access but would require topographic adjustment. Subjected to a 50-

foot right-of way agreement with the owners of R01-11. Contains riparian habitat and serves as a barrier 

between existing developments and a permanent stream. 

 

Potential Town Use? Conservation Commission recommends keeping to support recreation. 

Potential Abutter Interest? Yes as well as former owner has expressed some interest.  She was not 

aware that the town had already sold off a portion of the lot (to solve a setback issue for an abutter). 

 

 

  

 

  



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 0 MAE LN - R02-63-A 

 

 

 

 

This 75-foot vacant strip of land contains an existing trail used by ATVs and snowmobiles, and 

abuts an unfragmented habitat area. Abutted by R02-64-10, R02-62, and R02-63. Subject to a Pole 

right-of way agreement with Central Maine Power, as described on the 1997 Old Lisbon Road Side Road 

Subdivision plan, 0036-0026 in the Sagadahoc County Registry of Deeds. 

 

 

Potential Town Use? Conservation 

Commission recommends keeping for 

trail. 

Potential Abutter Interest? None 

expressed. 

  

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 0 MAE LN 

Year Acquired: 2004 

Former Owner(s): WALTER D & ISABELLA 

B JACK 

Current Use: Vacant land 

Size (in acres): 2.24 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$5900 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$93.63 

Zone: R3 

Conservation 

Value: 

High 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: ROBERT HILL RD/DAVID DR - R03-1 

 

Includes the following plots: 

 

The Town acquired these lots from 

a matured property tax lien in 

2019. The former owner conveyed 

them to the Town in 2020. The 

release deed also granted the town 

the unnamed streets as portrayed 

on the “Standard Boundary Survey 

& Final Subdivision Plan of 

Robert’s Hill (Section II) Robert’s 

Hill Road & David Drive” (see 

next page). The conservation 

commission states that property has 

recreational potential and is a buffer 

to existing open space. Topsham 

Housing Authority would want to 

evaluate further, but thinks lot may 

have potential for single family 

homes (first time home buyer) or 

moderately priced homes as a small 

condominium project. A radio tower 

on the site (built at Sagadahoc County 

Expense) could also solve radio 

coverage issues for Topsham Fire/PD.   

 

Potential Town Use? Three identified 

uses which could use all or a portion of 

the property (and may not be mutually 

exclusive) are (1) Conservation; (2) 

Affordable Housing; and (3) Easement 

for radio communications tower.  

 

Potential Abutter Interest? Yes. 

Tax Acquired Property Information 

Street Address: ROBERT HILL RD/DAVID DR 

SUBDIVISION 

Year Acquired: 2019 

Former Owner(s): BOWIE HOME 

CONSTRUCTION 

Current Use: Vacant Lots 

Size (in acres):* 26.9 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021):* 

$227800 

Tax Value (FY 2021—

based on 15.87 mil 

rate):* 

$3615.19 

Zone: R3; Shoreline 

Conservation Value: Medium 

*The sum of the subdivided plots, as detailed below  

-R03-1-A 

-R03-1-B 

-R03-1-C 

-R03-1-26 

-R03-1-27 

-R03-1-28 

-R03-1-29 

-R03-1-30 

-R03-1-31 



 

  



 

Tax-Acquired Property: W MERRILL RD #REAR - R03-38 

 

 

 

 

Part of the largest unfragmented habitat block in the region (cumulatively 7000 acres). Contains 

an existing trail system. Access to the property through Range Way Road. Abuts Town Forest. 

 

 

Potential Town Use? Conservation Commission recommends keeping as abuts town forest. 

Potential Abutter Interest? Yes. 

  

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: W MERRILL RD #REAR 

Year Acquired: 1983 

Former Owner(s): MELVIN MERRILL 

Current Use: Vacant land 

Size (in acres): 47 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$127900 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$2029.77 

Zone: R3 

Conservation Value: High 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 483 WARD RD – R03-46-A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A small parcel located in the largest 

unfragmented habitat block in Topsham and 

Bowdoin. Parcel is six inches in width—size 

limits opportunities for development. While 

conservation value high, due to size, 

conservation committee recommends a 

transfer to an abutter.  

 

Potential Town Use? None identified. 

Potential Abutter Interest? None expressed. 

 

 

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 483 WARD RD 

Year Acquired: 1993 

Former Owner(s): ARTHUR J DELOACH III 

Current Use: Vacant land 

Size (in acres): .01678 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$1500 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$23.805 

Zone: R3 

Conservation Value: High 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: WARD RD #REAR – R03-45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of the largest unfragmented 

habitat block in the region. No 

road access. Abuts Town Forest. 

Conservation committee is 

developing a management plan. 

 

Potential Town Use? Conservation 

Commission recommends keeping. 

 

Potential Abutter Interest? Yes. 

 

 

 

 

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: WARD RD #REAR 

Year Acquired: 1974 

Former Owner(s): CHARLES DORIAN & 

EDWARD GRANT 

Current Use: Vacant land 

Size (in acres): 20 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$21600 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$342.79 

Zone: R3 

Conservation Value: Very High 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 83 CATHANCE RD - R09-23 

 

 

Parcel of vacant land which abuts the town-owned parcel with the historic water tower (Lot 22) 

and another tax-acquired parcel (Lot 26). 2014 Conservation Commission review notes that 

property has a steep slope and about one-half of it is in a shoreland zone. 2014 Conservation 

Commission review rates property as Very High Value Conservation particularly when 

combined with Lots 22 and 26.  

 

Potential Town Use? Conservation Commission recommends keeping. 

Potential Abutter Interest? None expressed. 

 

 

  

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 83 CATHANCE RD 

Year Acquired: 2005 

Former Owner(s): ROBERT DEWEY 

Current Use: Vacant land 

Size (in acres): 0.84 

Assessed Value 

(FY 2022): 

$28,300 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$412.62 

Zone: R3/Shoreland 

Conservation 

Value: 

High 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 99 CATHANCE RD – R09-26 

 

 

Parcel of vacant land which abuts a tax-acquired parcel 23, which in turn abuts with the historic 

water tower (Lot 22). 2014 Conservation Commission review notes that property has limited 

market value because portion not in the shoreland zone is back from the road. 2014 Conservation 

Commission review rates property as Very High Value Conservation particularly when 

combined with Lots 22 and 23.  

 

Potential Town Use? Conservation Commission recommends keeping. 

Potential Abutter Interest? None expressed. 

 

 

  

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 99 CATHANCE RD 

Year Acquired: 1996 

Former Owner(s): RICHARD AND GEORGE 

SKELTON HEIRS 

Current Use: Vacant land 

Size (in acres): 9.5 

Assessed Value (FY 

2022): 

$66,000 

Tax Value (FY 2021—

based on 15.87 mil 

rate): 

$971.24 

Zone: R3 

Conservation Value: High 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: KATIE LN #REAR - R10-23 

 

 

  

 

 

Very small parcel with shoreline access. 

Abutted by R10-30 and R10-88. 

Abutting property R10-30 is currently 

owned by the Brunswick-Topsham 

Land Trust. 

 
Potential Town Use? Conservation. 
 
Potential Abutter Interest? Yes 
(Brunswick & Topsham Land Trust). 
 

 

  

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: KATIE LN #REAR 

Year Acquired: 2010 

Former Owner(s): CORDELIA B MONTAGNINO 

Current Use: Vacant land 

Size (in acres): 0.12 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$3700 

Tax Value (FY 2021—

based on 15.87 mil 

rate): 

$58.72 

Zone: R3; Shoreline 

Conservation Value: High 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 0 TOPAZ LN - R10-34-0 

 

This parcel is Topaz Lane. The 

developer of a small subdivision 

stopped paying taxes on it. It 

might have some interest from the 

property owners who use it for 

access. Subject to easements from 

the Sagadahoc County Registry of 

Deeds 2615-0109 and 2658-0203.  

 

Potential Town Use? None 

identified. 

Potential Abutter Interest? Yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 0 TOPAZ LN 

Year Acquired: 2019 

Former Owner(s): WILLIAM J & STACY J CAIRNS 

Current Use: Road 

Size (in acres): 0.88 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$400 

Tax Value (FY 2021—

based on 15.87 mil rate): 

$6.35 

Zone: R3 

Conservation Value: Unevaulated 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 0 W SCHOOL HOUSE CROSSING RD - R10-34-A 

 

 

Abutting Interstate 95, this parcel was 

landlocked upon its creation and has not 

been evaluated by the Conservation 

Commission. Also abutted by R10-69 

and R10-8. 

 

Potential Town Use: None identified. 

Abutter Interest: None expressed. 

  

 

  

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 0 W SCHOOL HOUSE 

CROSSING 

Year Acquired: 2018 

Former Owner(s): RENE R CLOUTIER 

Current Use: Vacant land 

Size (in acres): 2.65 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$300 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$4.76 

Zone: R3 

Conservation Value: Unevaluated 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: MURDER RD #REAR - R11-11 

 

 

This parcel abuts the Muddy River and 

other conserved properties. Additionally 

abutted by R11-12, R11-37, and R11-9. 

Indirectly abutted by R11-14. (State-

owned abutting properties excluded.) 

 

 

Potential Town Use: Conservation. 

Potential Abutter Interest: Yes (multiple, 

including Brunswick Topsham Land Trust) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: MURDER RD #REAR 

Year Acquired: 2014 

Former Owner(s): WETONAH & KENNETH 

FRENCH 

Current Use: Vacant land 

Size (in acres): 21 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$7500 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$119.02 

Zone: R3 

Conservation Value: High 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 21 BAY PARK DR - U18-201-A 

 

This lot is labelled “Black Alder 

Brook” on the Bay Park plan (see 

next page) and periodically drains 

water from the pond north of Bay 

Park Drive. It is fifty feet wide. It is 

also used as an ATV, bicycle and 

walking trail. Abutted by U12-16-3-

3, U18-196, U18-197, U18-198, 

U18-199, U18-200, U18-201, and 

U18-22-B. 

 

Potential Town Use? Is part 

of Topsham Trail Riders 

Trail #4. Conservation 

Commission recommends 

keeping to support recreation. 

 

Potential Abutter Interest? 

None expressed. 

 

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 21 BAY PARK DR 

Year Acquired: 2005 

Former Owner(s): LEWIS STUART 

Current Use: Vacant land/Drainage 

Size (in acres): 0.63 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$6000 

Tax Value (FY 2021—

based on 15.87 mil 

rate): 

$95.22 

Zone: R2 

Conservation Value: Low 



 

 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 2 COOT LN - U18-121-A 

 

  

 

This lot is labelled “Canal” on the Bay Park plan (see next page). The developer conveyed the 

portion of the drainage section labelled “Kellogg” on the Bay Park Plan to the owner of Lot 201 

a couple of decades ago and it is now part of Tax Lot 201. The “Canal” piece was never 

conveyed and eventually the developer stopped paying taxes on it. The strip is fifty feet wide. 

The Town mows it and has drainage pipes underneath it. It may have value to an abutter to 

enlarge their lot, lawn, etc. If it were to be conveyed, the town would want to retain an easement 

to utilize, repair and/or replace the drainage system. Abutted by U16-8, U18-192, U18-119, and 

U18-121. 

 

Potential Town Use? Town has drainage improvements in it and Brunswick-Topsham Water district has 

a piece of equipment used in connection with water metering.  Will want to retain easements for these 

uses if sold. 

Potential Abutter Interest? Yes. 

 

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 2 COOT LN 

Year Acquired: 2001 

Former Owner(s): LEWIS STUART 

Current Use: Vacant land/Drainage 

Size (in acres): 0.63 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$6000 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$95.22 

Zone: R2 

Conservation Value: Low 



 

` 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 2 ALAN ST - U10A-3-A 

 

 

Fifteen-foot-wide strip of land between lots 2 and 3 on Arbor Avenue plan. The strip is not 

referenced in the deeds to lots 2, 3 or 4. There is language in the deeds for lots 2 and 3 conveying 

right to use the rights of way portrayed on the plan (depending on interpretation this might 

arguably be considered a right of way). May have minimal value to one of the abutters (U10A-2, 

U10A-3, and U10A-4) to own it.  

 

 

Potential Town Use? None identified. 

Potential Abutter Interest?  Yes    

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 2 ALAN ST 

Year Acquired: 1992 

Former Owner(s): OLIVER OTIS 

Current Use: Unbuilt road 

Size (in acres): .029982 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$2900 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$46.023 

Zone: R2 

Conservation 

Value: 

Low 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 4 THOMAS AVE - U10A-7-A 

 

 

This parcel, as described by 

the Arbor Avenue 

Development Plan, is subject 

to a Drainage Easement held 

by the Town.  

Potential Town Use?  Will 

want to retain easements for 

these uses if sold. 

Potential Abutter Interest? 

Yes. 

  

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 4 THOMAS AVE 

Year Acquired: 1992 

Former Owner(s): OLIVER OTIS 

Current Use: Drainage Area 

Size (in acres): 0.219995 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$5300 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$84.11 

Zone: R2 

Conservation Value: Low 



 

Tax-Acquired Property: 4 THOMAS AVE - U10A-9-A 

 

  

This parcel, as described by 

the Arbor Avenue 

Development Plan, is 

subject to a Drainage 

Easement held by the 

Town.  

 

Potential Town Use?  Will 

want to retain easements for 

these uses if sold. 

Potential Abutter Interest? 

Yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tax Acquired Property Information  

Street Address: 4 THOMAS AVE 

Year Acquired: 1992 

Former Owner(s) OLIVER OTIS 

Current Use: Drainage Area 

Size (in acres): 0.109986 

Assessed Value (FY 

2021): 

$4400 

Tax Value (FY 

2021—based on 

15.87 mil rate): 

$69.83 

Zone: R2 

Conservation Value: Low 



 

Other Tax Acquired Property: 

In addition to the parcels described above, the Town has an additional tax-acquired property that 

the Town Manager’s Office believes is not ready to be disposed of in accordance with the 

Town’s “Management of Tax-Liened Property Guidelines.” Property is located at 0 Lewiston 

Road, Map R02, Lot 78-B due to a title issue.   


