APPROVED 9/26/24

MINUTES
TOWN OF TOPSHAM
PLANNING BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON IN THE DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM
AND ON-LINE VIA ZOOM - SEPTEMBER 12, 2024, 6:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Don Spann
Ronald Bisson
Larry Brann
Andrew Munsey

MEMBERS ABSENT: Kerri Bickford, Tim Dunham, Scott Libby

STAFF PRESENT: Joshua Franklin, Town Planner; Skye Siladi, Director of Planning

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

Chair Spann called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call was taken and it was
noted that all members were present, except for Ms. Bickford, Mr. Dunham, and Mr. Libby,
all of whom had been excused. The meeting was also available on Zoom for anyone wanting
to view the meeting or make comments.

B. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 22, 2024 MEETING

Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was

VOTED
To approve the minutes of the August 22, 2024 meeting as submitted in the second draft.

(Vote was 3 in Favor with 1 abstention [Mr. Munsey]).

C. PUBLIC HEARING

1. EINAL SUBDIVISION AMENDMENT — MALLETT WOODS, LLC HAS
SUBMITTED A PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE MALLETT WOODS
RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION WITH THE ADDITION OF 11 NEW LOTS. TAX
MAP U21, LOT 65

Chris Belanger from Belanger Engineering, represented the applicant, Dan Catlin, both of
whom were present at the meeting. Mr. Belanger reviewed a Power Point presentation
amending the Mallett Woods Residential Subdivision, looking to add 11 new lots under
Phase 3B, the final phase of the subdivision which was approved for construction, but not
subdivision, by the Board at its April 20, 2021meeting, along with Phase 3A.
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Mr. Belanger said the road will be built to Town standards, along with sewer services and
a sidewalk. It was noted that staff has reviewed the application and determined that it is
complete.

There were no questions posed by the Board following the project presentation. Motion
was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was unanimously (of those
present)

VOTED

That the Planning Board concurs with staff’s conclusion that the Mallett Woods Phase
3B Subdivision final application materials have been submitted and that the application
is complete such that the Board may proceed with substantive review of the application
and identification of any further information required from the applicant.

The Public Hearing was declared open. Those speaking included:

Kirk Doing, a gentleman from Forest Glen Lane, asked for a time frame when the project
will be completed and how the area will be filled in. He expressed concern that there are
three rock piles left at the side of the road that are in the way, and is concerned about
drainage.

Mr. Belanger responded that the drainage at the upper side of the property will catch the
runoff. Also, an infiltration pond will be built to handle any overage. Mr. Catlin said at
this time a completion schedule has not yet been determined. A site contractor is scheduled
to be on site next month (October) and he assumes the project will be completed next year.

Mr. Doing said the project cannot leave open water because of the attraction of mosquitoes.
He said the area has mosquitoes right now and noted his resulting disapproval. He said the
project should have an underground drainage system.

Mr. Belanger responded that 5 infiltration ponds have been built for the project and they
currently are all dry; no standing water in any of them.

With no other comments to be heard from members of the public, the Public Hearing was
declared closed and the meeting was turned back to hear comments from Board members.

Board member Brann said the area we are discussing this evening has all been approved
for construction. Chair Spann said he understood the concern about standing water as he
has a very sick yearling due to EEE which is mosquito borne and normally fatal to horses.
Mr. Belanger responded that he has already addressed this concern appropriately
explaining that a pond can be built that either holds water or infiltrates it and stays dry.
This project contains only dry ponds. Chair Spann said if anyone has further concerns, they
can bring them to the Town Manager, Select Board or Police Department.

Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was unanimously (of those
present)

VOTED That the application for final subdivision approval for Mallett Woods Residential
Subdivision Project, Phase 3B, meets the applicable standards in the Subdivision of Land
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Ordinance, Chapter 191, and the Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 225, and is approved with the
staff recommended Conditions and Findings identified in the staff memo dated September
12, 2024.

2. EINAL SUBDIVISION AMENDMENT - KIRT AND KIM WEAVER HAVE
SUBMITTED A PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE CLEARVIEW RESIDENTIAL
SUBDIVISION, CREATING ONE NEW LOT. TAXMAP 58, LOT 53

Applicant Kirt Weaver told the Board he would like to create one new lot to the Clearview
Residential Subdivision. This would divide the existing Lot 2 and create a new Lot 5, to be
conveyed to a family member. The newly proposed Lot 5 would include a portion of the
adjacent westerly parcel conveyed to current owner, - by Pamelia Helphrey on August 19,
2024.

It was noted that staff has reviewed the application and determined that it is complete.

Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was unanimously (of those
present)

VOTED

That the Planning Board concurs with staff’s conclusion that the Clearview Subdivision
Lot 2 Amendment application materials have been submitted and that the application
is complete such that the Board may proceed with substantive review of the application
and identification of any further information required from the applicant.

The Public Hearing was declared open.

No one from members of the public wished to comment. Therefore, the Public Hearing
was declared closed.

Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was unanimously (of those
present)

VOTED That the application for Clearview Subdivision Lot 2 Subdivision Amendment
meets the applicable standards in the Subdivision of Land Ordinance, Chapter 191, and the
Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 225, and is approved with staff recommended Conditions and
Findings identified in the staff memo dated September 12, 2024.

D. ADJOURN TO WORKSHOP

At 6:55 p.m. motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Munsey, and it was
unanimously

VOTED
To adjourn the meeting to a workshop.

Respectfully submitted,

Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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