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        MINUTES 
TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING 
IN PERSON IN THE DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM 

AND ON-LINE VIA ZOOM – OCTOBER 10, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 
________________________________________________________ 

  
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Don Spann 
    Kerri Bickford 
     Tim Dunham  
     Scott Libby 
         

MEMBERS ABSENT: Ronald Bisson, Larry Brann, Andrew Munsey                
 
STAFF PRESENT: Joshua Franklin, Town Planner 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 

Chair Spann called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Roll call was taken and it was 
noted that all members were present, except for Mr. Bisson, Mr. Brann, and Mr. Munsey;  of 
which Mr. Brann and Mr. Munsey were excused. The meeting was also available on Zoom for 
anyone wanting to view the meeting or make comments.  
 

B. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 26, 2024 MEETING 
 

Motion was made by Ms. Bickford, seconded by Mr. Dunham, and it was  
   
  VOTED 
  To approve the minutes of the September 26, 2024 meeting as submitted in the second 

draft.  
    (Vote was 3 in favor with 1 abstention [Mr. Libby]). 
 
C. SKETCH PLAN 

 
TOPSHAM LEWISTON SOLAR, LLC HAS SUBMITTED A PROPOSAL TO 
DEVELOP A SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY ON THE NORTH SIDE OF ROUTE 196 
AT 571 LEWISTON ROAD, TAX MAP R02, LOTS 44A AND 84 
 

 Due to a possible conflict of interest, Chair Spann recused himself and turned the gavel over 
to Vice Chair Libby.   

 Evan Eaker, from Stantec Consulting Services, summarized the applicant’s request to reduce 
the project in size from the previously approved 1,975 kilowatts to 975 kilowatts, to remove 
the CMP requirement for cluster studies, thus eliminating the significant delays which they 
had caused in the first iteration.  The project is located on the north side of Route 196 at 571 
Lewiston Road.  The parcel was purchased in July 2022 by Norwich Technologies Land II  
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 LLC,  with  whom  the  applicant has entered into a lease option agreement. The land is 
undeveloped, with previously harvested forested land.  An area of the parcel is within the 
Stream Protection Overlay Zone, but with no proposed impacts.   Abutting uses include 
commercial and residential areas, as well as a transmission line corridor just north of the 
project.  

 Martha Staskus, from Stantec, said the 1,975-kilowatt solar farm for the same parcel was 
approved by the Board on June 23, 2022 and granted an extension on May 25, 2023.  On 
December 23, 2023, with no work or occupancy having commenced, the approved site plan 
became null and void.  The original project conception was required to go through a CMP 
interconnection cluster study because of the project size, and this caused extensive delays. In 
order to move forward with the project without conducting a cluster study, the applicant is  
submitting a revised application reducing the project’s limit of disturbance area to 6 acres and 
reducing the solar farm size to 975-kilowatts. 

 Ms. Staskus said the project abuts a CMP corridor north of the project site.  The road has been 
widened from 15-feet to 20-feet as requested by the Fire Chief and the hammerhead has been 
adjusted to meet the Fire Chief’s request.  

 Applicant was asked how much of the area is filled with trees and how many trees will be cut 
down.  Response was that of the 47 acres, only 12 acres will be cut and the area cannot be seen 
from Route 196.  There is only one abutter to the left side of the project. Applicant was asked 
if the reduction in kilowatts is permanent or will they come back in the future enlarging the 
project.  Response was there are no current enlargement plans.  

 Vice Chairman Libby asked if anyone wished to comment from members of the public.  Don 
Spann, 35 Bay Park Drive came to the podium and said this parcel was part of a larger parcel 
owned by the Williams Family.  It is approximately 45 acres, consisting of 35 Commercial and 
10 Residential acres. The remaining larger parcel is zoned residential and is a little over 100 
undeveloped acres. This parcel exits onto Lewiston Road (196) through an approved MDOT 
curb cut. 

D. EXTENSION REQUEST 
 
CRAFT’S SELF STORAGE, INC. IS REQUESTING AN EXTENSION OF THE 
BOARD’S APPROVAL FOR THE PROPOSED CRAFT’S SELF STORAGE 
EXPANSION TO BE LOCATED AT 7 CENTER PARK ROAD, ORIGINALLY 
APPROVED ON NOVEMBER 11, 2023, TAX MAP R05, LOT 56-3 
 
Joe Marden, P.E., from Sitelines, representing Craft’s Self Storage, Inc., said  a six-months 
extension is requested until May 11, 2025. The Planning Board approved Craft’s Self Storage, 
Inc site plan application proposing an expansion of 4 new storage buildings to the site rear on 
November 11, 2023 and the applicant needs additional time to complete the project.  
 
Motion was made by Vice Chair Libby, seconded by Mr. Dunham, and it was unanimously 
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VOTED 
 

 To approve the request by Craft’s Self Storage, Inc. to extend the period of their site plan 
validity to May 11, 2025.  

 
E. ADJOURN 

 
 Motion was made by Mr. Dunham, seconded by Ms. Bickford, and it was unanimously 
 

VOTED  
  To adjourn the meeting at 6:55 p.m. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Patty Williams, Recording Secretary 
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