
for up to six months beyond the due date during a declared state of emergency within the past six months

Article 3:    To have the Town vote to raise, appropriate and spend the sum of $200,255 for Debt Service.

                                                WARRANT FOR SPECIAL TOWN MEETING    

Topsham, Maine
May 28, 2025
Sagadahoc, ss

TO:       Marc Hagan, a Constable for the Town of Topsham
FROM: Municipal Offi cers of Topsham

GREETINGS: You are hereby required in the name of the State of Maine to notify and warn the Inhabitants of the Town of Topsham, qualifi ed to vote on Town 
Affairs, to assemble at the Mt. Ararat High School Forum Room on Wednesday, the 28th day of May 2025 A.D. at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the evening, with a 
back-up date on Thursday, May 29, 2025 and then and there to act on Articles 1 thru 25 to wit:

Article 1:    To elect a Moderator to preside at said meeting.

Article 2:    To see if the Town will ratify the change to allow the Select Board, by a two-thirds majority, to waive the interest penalty on property taxes 

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass
Finance Committee Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 4:   To see what sum the Town will vote to spend for General Government under the following accounts and to see what sum the Town will vote 
                   to raise and appropriate for the same, and to authorize the Select Board to transfer funds from Municipal Insurance to departments outside of 
                   General Government, for anticipated employee wage and benefi t adjustments. 

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass
Finance Committee Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Meeting Opened at 7:09 pm
Meeting Adjourned at 7:44 pm
Voters Present 119
Green Ballots Used

John Loyd Elected as Moderator

Passed

Passed

Passed



Article 5: To see what sum the Town will vote to spend for the Capital Projects Fund under the following accounts and see what sum the Town will vote 
                 to raise and appropriate for the same.
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Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass
Finance Committee Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 6:  To see what sum the Town will vote to spend for Public Safety under the following accounts and to see what sum the Town will vote to raise 
                  and appropriate for the same.

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass
Finance Committee Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 7: To see what sum the Town will vote to spend for Public Works and Solid Waste/Recycling under the following accounts and to see what sum 
                 the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the same: (The Public Works Department is authorized to spend funds from this article in support 
                 of Capital Projects).

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass
Finance Committee Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Passed

Passed

Passed
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Article 8:  To see if the Town will vote to adopt the proposed 2025 Climate Action Plan. A copy of the plan is available at the Town’s 
                   website (www.topshammaine.com) or by contacting the Town Clerk.

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 9:   Shall an ordinance be enacted to amend the Town Code, Chapter 225, Attachment 2, Table of Dimensional Requirements to amend the following:

Explanation: In the year since maximum impervious coverage was adopted it has been burdensome upon single-family homeowners simply wishing to com-
plete small changes to their property such as installing a shed or building a patio. To properly meet these requirements a professional surveyor or engineer is 
required, which is onerous for these small changes. By limiting applicability to those subject to Site Plan Review those who may require more impervious space 
due to commercial or industrial needs will still be held to this standard, as well as multifamily developments. Additionally, the maximum impervious coverage in 
the MUL is being altered to a higher number to bring it in line with other similar zones.

Passed
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Planning Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 10:   Shall an ordinance be enacted to amend the Town Code, Chapter 225-60.2 Planned residential developments to replace maximum lot coverage  
with maximum impervious coverage.

Explanation: The wording is being updated here so that the maximum impervious coverage requirement is applicable. 

Planning Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 11:   Shall an ordinance be enacted to amend the Town Code, Chapter 225-60.4 Planned commercial developments to replace minimum landscape 
and maximum fl oor area ratios with maximum impervious coverage.

Explanation: The wording is being updated here so that the maximum impervious coverage requirement is applicable. 

Passed

Passed
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Planning Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 12:  Shall an ordinance be enacted to amend the Town Code, Chapter 225-34 Stormwater management to clarify applicability to development 
subject to Site Plan Review.

Explanation: The wording is being updated here so that all activities subject to Site Plan Review regardless of their size are held to the requirements of our 
stormwater management rules. 

Planning Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 13:  To see if the voters will vote to accept a portion of King Road, Tax Map U23, Lot 75-ROW, from the intersection with Shady Lane 
to the intersection with Hemlock Drive, as a public town way as recommended by the Planning Board 

Planning Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Passed

Passed

Passed
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Article 14: Shall an ordinance be enacted to amend the Town Code, Chapter 179-8, Subsection B, to prohibit delivery of recyclables in manners that will not  
                   allow the sort quality to be monitored satisfactorily.

             Explanation: Topsham maintains its quality of recyclables through transfer station staff monitoring the collection of residents’ recyclables to avoid         
             contamination of recyclables with nonrecyclable trash.  Compacted recyclables cannot be effectively monitored and large loads of uncompacted 
             recyclables need special attention from a transfer station attendant as they are handled differently than the normal residential loads brought directly by  
             residents. This ordinance change will ensure that all recyclables brought to the transfer station can be properly monitored to maintain quality.

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 15: To see if the voters will vote to pay for tax abatements and applicable interest granted during the fi scal year of 2025/2026 from 
                  Overlay.  (Explanation: The Assessor is authorized to raise Overlay under 36 MRSA, Section 710, but voter authorization is required to 
                  spend Overlay. Overlay cannot be more than 5% of the Tax Commitment  

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 16: To see if the Town will fi x the date of Wednesday, May 13, 2026 for the Special Town Meeting.

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 17: To see if the Town will fi x the dates when taxes are due and payable October 15, 2025 and April 15, 2026 and to see if the Town will fi x a rate 
                   of interest to be charged on taxes after said date at 7.5% or the maximum amount determined by the State Treasurer. 

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 18: To see if the Town will establish a maximum interest rate to be paid on abated taxes

7.5% or the maximum rate established by the State Treasurer

For delinquent taxes the interest rate to be paid by the Town reduced by 2%

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 19: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to sell, convey, and otherwise dispose of any Town-owned property the Select 
                   Board determines not to be needed for Town use upon such terms and conditions as the Select Board may deem in the best interests of the Town as   
                   otherwise allowed by law.

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 20: To see if the Town will authorize the Select Board to accept gifts, real estate, and certain funds, including trust funds (hereinafter collectively 
                   referred to as “the Gifts”) on behalf of the Town under such terms as they deem advisable, spend the Gifts for the purposes intended as allowed by  
                   law and establish reserve funds as necessary in order to give effect to the Gifts. 

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Article 21: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to accept and convey any easements on behalf of the Town of Topsham which the 
                   Select Board deem appropriate.

Select Board Recommendation: Ought to Pass

Passed

Passed as a Block Articles 15-25
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GIVEN UNDER OUR HANDS THIS 17th DAY OF APRIL 2025 BY THE SELECT BOARD

Article 22: To see if the Town will authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of the Select Board, to waive foreclosure on any tax lien during the course 
                  of the fiscal year, leaving the Tax Lien Mortgage in full force and effect as provided for in 36 M.R.S.A. Sec. 944(1).   

Select Board Recommendation:	 Ought to Pass

Article 23: To see if the Town will authorize the Select Board to establish reserve accounts for Town accounts holding donated money, spend such donations 	
                  for the purposes intended as allowed by law in order to give effect to the donation and transfer the current balances of existing donation accounts 
                  into the corresponding reserve account.  

Select Board Recommendation:	 Ought to Pass

Article 24: To see if the Town will authorize the Select Board to establish reserve accounts for capital or other statutorily authorized purposes, 
                  spend such reserves for the purposes intended as allowed by law and transfer the current balances of existing accounts into the corresponding 
                  reserve account.  

Select Board Recommendation:	 Ought to Pass

Article 25: To see if the Town will authorize the Select Board to apply for grants, approve the acceptance of grants, receive grants, appropriate the Town’s 
                  share of the grant from funds raised at a Town Meeting, expend the grants for the purposes stated in the grant and enter into agreements or other 
                  documentation required in connection therewith. These expenditures may be reflected outside of the Town’s approved budget.

Select Board Recommendation:	 Ought to Pass



Wednesday, May 28th, 2025 at 7:00 PM
Mt. Ararat High School - Forum Room

Back-up date: Thursday, May 29th, 2025
For additional information about Topsham municipal government, 

call (207) 725-5821 or visit theTown's website at: www.topshammaine.com

The Town warrant presents the proposed budget for the period of July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026, and 
ordinance articles for your consideration. The proposed municipal budget in this warrant combined with Topsham's 
MSAD-75 education and Sagadahoc County tax levies, produces a total budget for Topsham, which becomes the
basis for the property tax levy. MSAD-75 and Sagadahoc County budgets are approved independently from this

warrant. Information regarding the MSAD-75 budget approval is provided below.

M.S.A.D No. 75 District Budget Meeting
Mt. Ararat Middle School Orion Performing Arts Center

Thursday, May 15, 2025 at 6:30 PM

The District must first hold a District Budget Meeting, where voters will vote on the warrant articles. Each article will
be presented to those present for a show of hands vote or a secret ballot vote. The meeting will end when all

articles pass. All articles are subject to amendment.

M.S.A.D No. 75 Budget Validation Referendum
Polls open 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM

June 10, 2025
Mt. Ararat High School Gymnasium

Within 30 calendar days, the District must hold a referendum on the decision made at the District Budget Meeting.
The referendum will have two warrant articles and it will ask the voters if they want to continue with the budget 

validation referendum for three more years and will ask the voters to vote on the final budget amount as
approved at the District Budget Meeting. The article will not state the specific amount of the final budget, 

because time does not permit the printing and distribution of absentee ballots. 
However, the amount will be posted in the polling area and in the polling booth.

The graph below shows the trend of the MSAD No. 75, Municipal, and County budgets since FY2017.




