Topsham Conservation Commission (TCC)

Special Business Meeting Minutes Approved 5/4/2026
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 at 5:30 pm
Meetings open to all, held exclusively on Zoom

In Attendance: Audie Arbo, Angie Brewer, Shana Deeds, Chris Dwinal, Eric Whitney & Josh
Franklin (Town Planner), Autumn Johnson [public; owner of Meadow Cross Farm, 274 Meadow
Cross Rd. (300 Meadow Cross Rd. abutter)]

TCC Absent: none

*Bold text signifies agenda items, bold italicized text calls attention to action items resulting
from meeting discussion

. Meet to discuss where to go from here with the proposed open space subdivision
at 300 Meadow Cross Road after receiving feedback from the Brunswick-Topsham
Land Trust Lands Committee

Shana notified all that the Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust (BTLT) Lands Committee will make a
recommendation to its Board to accept the offer of the undeveloped parcel west of the CMP
corridor, and are awaiting a Board vote next week. If the BTLT Board approves the
recommendation, the western parcel will be permanently conserved as BTLT-owned property.

Autumn shared concern about impacts on 274 Meadow Cross Rd. fields from the proposed
development based on stormwater influence from developed property, and indicated that 40
units seems like a lot to put in a very small space. Autumn also expressed concern about
impacts of the development and associated traffic on the environment. Chris acknowledged
Autumn’s concerns and clarified that TCC authority is restricted to recommending to the Select
Board that we intend to accept the easement on the lands or not, and that most comments
should be directed to the Planning Board. Autumn stated appreciation that a portion of the land
is proposed for conservation, and would continue to listen in on the meeting.

TCC conversation continued on how to handle the remaining open space area. Should the TCC
recommend to the Select Board that the TCC oversee an easement on the remainder of the
open space? It was clarified that if the western portion of the open space is accepted by BTLT,
that the TCC doesn’t have any responsibility for the western parcel and the applicant can move
forward with the open space development. Shana made a motion to support the TCC accepting
the remaining open space east of the CMP corridor as a TCC-held easement, Chris seconded,
and all approved.



As an easement holder of the parcel east of the CMP corridor, the TCC would need to inspect
the land, we recommend every year initially as development occurs and then eventually every
three years. Implications of oversight of the easement were discussed. For example, if
environmental damage is caused by landowners to the easement, the TCC could write a letter to
suggest the remedial actions needed. The TCC could also recommend Best Management
Practices for construction practices during development as well as subsequent treatment of the
land by property owners. Acceptance of the easement enables the Town to allow public access,
though the Town would not be required to provide parking or trails, e.g. Shana and the TCC
then worked to craft a second motion, which generally stated that: The intention of the TCC is to
recommend to the Select Board that the Town accept a conservation easement on the lands east
of the Central Maine Power (CMP) corridor of the 300 Meadow Cross Road development. The
easement is to be maintained by the TCC with ownership by the 300 Meadow Cross Road
homeowners association. This recommendation is contingent on the final design of the open
space subdivision and an affirmative vote by BTLT to accept ownership of the lands west of the
CMP corridor as open space. Shana made a motion to approve, Chris seconded, and all were in
favor.

Action Item: In order for this recommendation to move forward, Josh will draft the TCC’s
intent in writing, and will need to have the document signed by Shana as the TCC Chair. Shana
made a motion to provide the developer with the TCC’s intent, including Shana’s signature
should we wish to move forward. Chris seconded the motion and all approved. Should BTLT
move to accept the western parcel as open space and TCC wish to move forward with an
easement, Josh will coordinate Shana’s attendance at a Select Board meeting regarding our
recommendation, and provide Shana with a written letter of intent to sign on behalf of the
TCC.

Zoom link on the Topsham webpage
https://www.topshammaine.com/index.asp?SEC=5E9DCB70-D752-499F-A2FD-96F79B52F24B
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/857505207 32?pwd=ztwoJB6t8ztngrmVJWFyFyz5qSc6tm.1

Il. Next regular business meeting scheduled for May 4, 2026 at 5:30 pm

Chris made a motion to adjourn, Shana seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:18 pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Secretary, Angie Brewer.



