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 MINUTES 

TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

IN PERSON IN THE DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM 

AND ON-LINE VIA ZOOM – MARCH 28, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 

________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Don Spann 

    Kerri Bickford 

     Ronald Bisson 

     Larry Brann 

    Andrew Munsey 
         

MEMBERS ABSENT: Tim Dunham, Scott Libby 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Planning, Julie Erdman and Town Planner, Skye Saladi 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 

Chair Spann called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Roll call was taken, and it was 

noted that all Board members were present in person, except for Mr. Dunham and Mr. Libby. 

The meeting was also available on Zoom for anyone wanting to view the meeting or make 

comments.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 14, 2024 MEETING 
 

 Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was  

 

  VOTED 

  To approve the minutes of the March 14, 2024 meeting as submitted in the third draft. 

  (Vote was 4 in favor with one abstention.)   

  Later in the meeting it was noted that the vote was actually 3 in favor with 2 abstentions. 

 

C. OLD BUSINESS 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

1. AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TOWN CODE, CHAPTER 225-6 

DEFINITIONS TO ADD THE DEFINITIOIN OF CIVIC USE 

 

  Ms. Erdman, Director of Planning, reported that at the Public Hearing on March 14, 2024, 

the Board tabled a couple of items related to streams and how they are regulated under our 

ordinance.  As a result of that, the definition for Civic Use was tabled because it was lumped 

in with the definition of Stream.  Ms. Erdman said she has talked with the Town Attorney 

and was informed that the Planning Board may remove the amendment to the definitions 
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section from the table and vote to send it in part to the Select Board for the warrant.  As it 

was a tabled item, no new notice is needed.  

 

Motion was made, seconded and it was unanimously VOTED to put this item back on the 

table for discussion.   

 

  Following discussion, motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was 

unanimously  

 

 VOTED 
 

  To remove the amendment to the definition in Section 225-6, and to send it in part to the 

Select Board for inclusion in the Town Warrant with a recommendation from the Planning 

Board of Ought to Pass.    
 

D. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. PARK DRIVE, LOT 12, LLC HAS SUBMITTED A SITE PLAN EXTENSION 

REQUEST FOR FOUR 20-UNIT APARTMENT BUILDINGS AT 100 PARK DRIVE, 

TAX MAP R05, LOT 21D 18 AND 19 

 

Chris Belanger from Belanger Engineering and project engineer told the Board that the 

applicant is requesting an additional six-month extension of their site plan.  He said nothing 

has changed on the project since its approval.   

 

       Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Ms. Bickford, and it was unanimously 

 

     VOTED 

To approve the request by Park Drive, Lot 12, LLC, to extend the period of their site plan 

validity to November 12, 2024. 

 

2. CENTRAL TOPSHAM ASSOCIATES LLC (HIGHLAND GREEN) HAS 

SUBMITTED A SITE PLAN EXTENSION REQUEST FOR A PROPOSED 48-

UNIT ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY ON AUDUBON WAY, TAX MAP R04, 

BLOCK 17, LOT A-1 

Chair Spann stepped down from the Board table on this item due to a possible conflict of 

interest.  He handed the gavel to Board member Brann. 

Chris Belanger from Belanger Engineering and project engineer told the Board that the 

applicant, Central Topsham Associates LLC is requesting an additional six-month 

extension of their site plan.  He said nothing has changed on the project since its approval.  

 

Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was 
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VOTED 
 

 To approve the request by Central Topsham Associates to extend the period of their 

site plan validity to November 25, 2024.   

 

E. ADJOURN TO WORKSHOP 

At 6:50 p.m., motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously 

VOTED 

 To adjourn the meeting and to move into a workshop session to review Conditional Uses, 

Conditional Use Permit Criteria and Performance Standards being relocated to Chapter 

175. 

PLANNING BOARD WILL HOLD A CODE CLEANUP WORKSHOP TO REVIEW 

CONDITIONAL USES, CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT CRITERIA AND PER-

FORMANCE STANDARDS BEING RELOCATED TO CHAPTER 175 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

_____________________________ 

Patty Williams, Recording Secretary    


