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MARCH 3, 2022 

MINUTES 

TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

SELECT BOARD MEETING 

DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM AND VIA ZOOM 

MARCH 3, 2022 – 6:30 P.M 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Douglass 

    Marie Brillant  

    Ruth Lyons 

    Matt Nixon 

              

MEMBER(S) ABSENT: Roland Tufts 

 

STAFF PRESENT: Derek Scrapchansky, Town Manager; Marc Waltz, Assistant Town 

Manager; Dennis Cox, Public Works Director; Pam LeDuc, Parks 

and Recreation Director.  

 

A meeting of the Topsham Select Board was held on Thursday, March 3, 2022, in the Donald A. 

Russell meeting room at the Municipal Building and also via Zoom for interested citizens who 

may wish to participate from home.  Chairman Douglass called the regular meeting to order at 

6:30 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL 
 

Everyone was invited to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The Roll Call was 

taken, and it was noted that all members of the Select Board were present, except for Mr. Tufts, 

who had been excused. 

 

TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT 

 

Welcome, 

 

• I would like to remind residents of Topsham that budget meetings for the Town, MSAD 75, 

and Sagadahoc County are currently being held. Please visit the respective websites for 

meeting dates and locations. A public hearing for the Town Warrant will be held on April 7 at 

6:30 p.m. at the Topsham Municipal Building Meeting Room. 

 

• Site-work construction activity for Aroma Joe will be conducted at the corner of Route 196 

and Route 201 during the week of March 14th.  

 

• While the 1st Circuit Court of appeals supported the replacement of the Frank Wood Bridge,  

Maine DOT is still awaiting the release of a finding from the Federal Highway Administration 

as mandated by the Circuit Court’s judgement. Maine DOT plans to conduct a safety inspection  
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 in a few weeks and expects to release an RFP for the new bridge this month. The inspection 

will be conducted with a drone as an alternative to heavy inspection equipment. 

 

• On April 8 and 9th, the weekend before Easter, the Parks and Recreation Department will host 

the annual Easter Egg Hunt.  Residents may register their children on the Parks and Recreation 

webpage. 

 

Thank you and have a good evening, 

 

Derek Scrapchansky 

Town Manager 

 

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES – None noted. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – None noted. 

CORRESPONDENCE – None noted.  

 ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA – None noted.  
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECT BOARD MEETING 

OF FEBRUARY 17, 2022 

 

 Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously  

 

 VOTED 

  To approve the minutes of the February 17, 2022, Select Board meeting as written.  

  (The vote was 3 in favor with one abstention [Chairman Douglass]). 

 

 PUBLIC HEARING  

 

22-11 CONSIDERATION AND APPROPRIATE ACTION ON AN APPLICATION FOR 

A SPECIAL AMUSEMENT PERMIT FOR THE SEA DOG BREWING COMPANY 

 

Chairman Douglass explained the process of the Public Hearing and the Public Hearing was 

declared open. 

 

Seth Hale represented the applicant and explained the operation of the amusements.  The following 

Finding of Facts was gathered during Mr. Hale’s response to questions: 

 

1. Name of applicant is the Sea Dog Brewing Company. 

 

2. Address of applicant is 2 Bowdoin Mill Island, Topsham, Maine 

 

3. Applicant’s current liquor license will expire on May 11, 2023. 
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4. Type of entertainment planned is acoustical singing, trivia and karaoke. 

 

5. The entertainment will be contained to the dining room. 

 

6. Evenings the entertainment will be held are Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 

 

7. Hours of operation of the Sea Dogs is from 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

 

8. Only furniture to be moved for the entertainment are tables at the end of the bar. 

 

9. Size of the lounge is 60-feet by 50-feet. 

 

10. Seating capacity is approximately 280. 

 

11. It was noted there is adequate parking to support the entertainment. 

 

12. Letters are on file from the Codes, Fire and Police Departments stating they have no issues. 

 

The Board was in unanimous agreement with the above Finding of Facts and the following  

Conclusion was unanimously reached: 

 

Based on the Findings, it is concluded that the issuance of a Special Amusement Permit would not 

be detrimental to public health, safety, or welfare or would not violate municipal ordinances, rules 

or regulations.  

 

Motion was made by Chairman Douglass, seconded by Select Board member Lyons, and it was 

unanimously 

 

VOTED 

 That the Board finds the application for a Special Amusement Permit for the Sea Dog Brewing 

Company be granted as meeting requirements of Maine Revised Statutes, Title 25-A, Section 

1054 and the Topsham Code Chapter 71, Article 1, Section 6 and 7. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None noted. 

  

OLD BUSINESS – None noted. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

22-12 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON POSTING THE 

LIST OF ROADS FROM MARCH 10, 2022 TO APRIL 30, 2022, OR SOONER IF 

CONDITIONS ALLOW 
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Dennis Cox, Public Works Director, recommended that the Town post the following roads, due to 

the conditions created by the warming temperatures as the frost leaves the ground under these 

roads:  

 

 Winter Street/River Road from Main Street to Whitehouse Crossing Road 

 Whitehouse Crossing Road 

 Cathance Road 

 Meadow Cross Road 

 Ward Road 

 West Merrill Road 

 Robert’s Hill Road 

 Foreside Road from Townsend Way to the Middlesex Road 

 Village Drive from Route 196 to Mountain Road 

 Park Drive 

 Blueberry Lane 

 

Mr. Cox said the procedure to be followed will be as described in the Town of Topsham’s Code 

Book, Chapter 210 Vehicles and Traffic, Article IX, Weight Restrictions, 210-62, Closing roads 

to travel of certain trucks; exemptions, permits.  

 

Following Mr. Cox’s presentation, motion was made by Chairman Douglass, seconded by Select 

Board member Lyons, and it was unanimously 

 

VOTED 

 To approve posting of the above listed roads to be effective March 10, 2022 to April 30, 2022, 

or sooner if conditions allow. 

  

22-13 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION OVER LIMIT AUTHO- 

RIZATION FOR MDOT 

 

Public Works Director Dennis Cox reported that MDOT will be paving a portion of Route 201 in 

Topsham this summer beginning .2 miles north of the Old Augusts Road and heading north into 

Bowdoin.  In order to pave the portion in Topsham, the MDOT has asked for Topsham to agree to 

allow the contractor to use overlimit trucks on Town ways, if necessary.  He said the Town may 

still condition a permit (if one ends up being requested) on the contractor supplying a bond. A 

similar agreement was executed last year for the Route 196 paving.   

 

There were no questions from Board members following Mr. Cox’s presentation.  Motion was 

made by Chairman Douglass, seconded by Board member Nixon, and it was unanimously 

 

VOTED 

 To allow the Over Limit Authorization and execute the Overlimit Agreement with the Maine 

Department of Transportation for Project No. 25709.00 and 25719.00. 
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22-14 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE DISPOSITION 

OF SURPLUS TOWN PROPERTY 

 

Town Manager Scrapchansky noted surplus property available for disposition as follows: 

 

From Fire Department: 2007 Yamaha Grizzly 450 ATV (sell) 

     2005 Yamaha 400 ATV (sell) 

     Old wooden cabinet (dispose) 

     Old Ferno Stretcher (sell or trade) 

 

From Police Department: Hon Conference Table Top without legs or bottom (dispose) 

 

From Town Hall:  HP Design jet 500 ps Plotter (sell or trade) 

 

Chairman Douglass asked if it was necessary for the Board to decide on these items.  Select Board 

member Brillant asked what the process is for selling the items.  Response was to auction off these 

items.   

 

Motion was made by Chairman Douglass, seconded by Select Board member Brillant, and it was 

unanimously 

 

VOTED 

 To accept the list of surplus Town property.  

   

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None noted. 

 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously 

 

 VOTED 

 

  To adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m. 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

            

      Patty Williams, Recording Secretary 


