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MINUTES 

TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

IN PERSON IN THE DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM 

AND ON-LINE VIA ZOOM – APRIL 10, 2025, 6:30 P.M. 

________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Don Spann 

    Ronald Bisson 

    Kerri Bickford  

    Larry Brann 

    Scott Libby 

    Andrew Munsey 
         

MEMBERS ABSENT: Tim Dunham 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Joshua Franklin, Town Planner 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 

Chair Spann called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Roll call was taken and it was 

noted that all members were present, except for Mr. Dunham who had been excused.  The 

meeting was also available on Zoom for anyone wanting to view the meeting, ask questions, 

or make comments.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 27, 2025 MEETING 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Bisson, seconded by Mr. Brann, and it was  

 

VOTED 
 

 To approve the minutes of the March 27, 2025 meeting as written.   
  (The vote was 5 in favor with one abstention [Mr. Libby]). 

 

C. FINAL SITE PLAN 

 

FCM, LLC HAS SUBMITTED A PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP A 6-UNIT SELF-

STORAGE FACILITY ON RECYCLE DRIVE IN THE INDUSTRIAL ZONE, TAX 

MAP R02, LOT 074  

 

 Joe Marden, P.E. from Sitelines, represented the applicant and reviewed the project with a 

slide presentation.  

 

 The applicant is proposing the construction of six self-storage buildings within the Planned 

Commercial Development (PCD) at 10 Recycle Drive in the Industrial Zone.  The buildings  
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 will be utilized for storage for residential and commercial purposes. It was noted that the lot 

is 10.19 acres and listed as Lot 2 of the three lots included in the PCD.  The lot will be accessed 

via a new curb cut from Recycle Drive. It was noted that the Town’s Peer-Review Engineer 

has reviewed this amendment and finds it complete with the exception of a few technical 

concerns that are minor and can be addressed under the General Conditions. The 

preapplication conference requirement of ⸹175-6A was satisfied when the Board reviewed 

the Sketch Plan on November 14, 2024. 

 

 An aerial slide showed the location of the proposed project.  Mr. Marden noted a fence on the 

site in need of repair which will be done when the project is started. He said the only change 

from the Sketch Plan are revisions to the Stormwater Management Plan and the drainage 

easement. A slight change was made to the drainage plan to enable the water to flow down to 

the culvert.  

 

 The Landscape Plan was shown with street trees and shrubs.  The Lighting Plan assures that 

no lights will shine facing the residential property.  

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Libby, seconded by Ms. Bickford, and it was unanimously (of those 

present) 

 

 VOTED 

  That the Planning Board concurs with staff that the appropriate final Site Plan Application 

materials for the proposed self-storage development at 10 Recycle Drive have been 

submitted, and that the application is complete such that the Board may proceed with its 

substantive review and identification of any further action or information which may be 

required from the applicant.  

 

 A period of questions and answers followed Mr. Marden’s presentation.  Question was asked 

how tall will the buildings be?  Response was the buildings will be about 20-feet tall and will 

reduce slightly in the back.  Another question asked was whether there would be a security 

camera system on site.  Mr. Marden was unsure. It was noted that the 50-foot setback will be 

met and there will be no issues where the doors open.  Mr. Bisson noted that the project was 

located within an area that is closed to the public overnight for security reasons.  

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Libby, seconded by Mr. Brann, and it was unanimously (of those 

present) 

 

  VOTED 

  That the requested waiver for the ⸹175-10F(3) requirement that a 50-foot vegetated 

buffer be maintained where the setback is adjacent to a lot in residential use or a 

residential zone, be approved in accordance with the staff memo dated April 10, 2025. 

   

 Motion was made by Mr. Libby, seconded by Mr. Brann, and it was unanimously (of those 

present) 
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 VOTED 

   That the requested waiver for the  ⸹175-12G requirement that a four-space bike rack to 

provided for all commercial developments, be approved in accordance with the staff 

memo dated April 10, 2025. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Libby, seconded by Ms. Bickford, and it was unanimously (of those 

present) 

    

  VOTED 

   That the Final Site Plan Review application for a Self-Storage facility on 10 Recycle 

Drive, Tax Map R02 Lot 074, having satisfied the applicable standards in the Site Plan 

Review Ordinance, Chapter 175, and the Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 225, is approved 

with the staff recommended conditions and findings identified in the staff memo dated 

April 10, 2025. 

 

    ADJOURN 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Libby, seconded by Ms. Bickford, and it was unanimously (of those 

present) 

 

  VOTED 

    To adjourn the regular meeting at 6:45p.m. 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Patty Williams, Recording Secretary 


