APPROVED 5/7/19

MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM

PLANNING BOARD MEETING

APRIL 16, 2019 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Donald Spann

Ronald Bisson

Joshua Spooner
Tom Thompson

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Scott Libby, Peter Richard, Bruce Van Note
STAFF PRESENT:
Carol Eyerman, Assistant Planner
A.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL


Chairman Spann called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Donald A. Russell Meeting Room at 100 Main Street.  The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all members were present, except for Mr. Libby, Mr. Richard and Mr. Van Note, all of whom had been excused.
B.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 2, 2019 MEETING

Motion was made by Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was

VOTED


To approve the minutes of the April 2, 2019 meeting, as written.


The vote was 3 in favor with 1 abstention (Mr. Spooner)

C.
SKETCH PLAN REVIEW

GRANT GROUP, LLC HAS PROPOSED 2 COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS AT 12 CENTER PARK ROAD, TAX MAP R05, LOT 50-2  (10,000 S.F. AND 7,000 S.F.)
Curt Neufeld, from Sitelines, represented the applicant and presented the application via a power point presentation.

Chairman Spann noted that the applicant was a former client of his and asked the Board if they wanted him to recuse himself.  The Board unanimously said that would not be necessary.  

This is before the Board for a site plan sketch review for a one-story, 10,000 square foot commercial/office building and a one-story 7,000 square foot building. Uses have not yet been determined. Associated parking, (51 spaces) infrastructure and landscaping was depicted.  The site is currently undeveloped and sets back off of Route 196.  There is another lot between Route 196 and the building site.  Mr. Neufeld said the buildings are proposed for uses similar to those in the surrounding area.  The property is approximately 2.43 acres with a portion in Stream Protection and Vernal Pool Overlay Zone.  The buildings will be heated by propane, heat pumps, or a combination, and will be served by a private septic system and wells. 

The buildings will be single story with a metal roof and rear door for safety.  Mr. Neufeld said the applicant might request a waiver for the medal siding currently planned. Bricks will be used at the lower portion of the building for aesthetics and the roofline will be broken up. Ms. Eyerman noted that metal siding on the front of the building cannot be waived. The front would need to be wood, masonry or glass. The front will have overhead doors which will be hardly visible from the street. 

Following Mr. Neufeld’s presentation the Board entered into a discussion with concerns expressed that the ordinance states overhead doors cannot be visible from Route 196 and a waiver cannot be issued from same.   The applicant responded that the doors can hardly be seen from Route 196 as there is a treed lot separating the street and the building.  He noted that Northern Pride Communication’s building has overhead doors facing the street.  Response was that their building was in place before the ordinance change. Mr. Neufeld mentioned that the fire station doors are swept back at an angle but can easily be seen from the street and asked if there was a stipulation for an angle so the overhead doors could be in the front of the buildings and be approved. 

The Assistant Planner suggested landscaping to make the building appear a little less industrial looking.  She also asked the applicant if the building could be turned slightly to face the private street rather than Route 196.
Mr. Neufeld noted the Board’s comments and said he wanted to talk with the Codes Enforcement Officer before returning back before the Board with a revised plan. 

D.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ENDORSEMENT

Larry Fitch, Chairman of the Comprehensive Plan Committee, said he was present to seek the Planning Board’s endorsement of the updated Comprehensive Plan.  He noted that the Plan was reviewed before the Board of Selectmen and they voted to place its acceptance on the Warrant for Town Meeting with a recommendation from them of “Ought to Pass.” 
Motion was made by Mr. Bisson, seconded by Mr. Thompson, and it was unanimously

VOTED


That the Planning Board endorse the proposed Comprehensive Plan and forward same to the Board of Selectmen for placement on the Warrant for Town Meeting. 
E.
ADJOURNMENT


Motion was made by Mr. Spooner, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was unanimously


VOTED


To adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m.







Respectfully submitted:







________________________________








Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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