APPROVED 4-16-19

MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM

PLANNING BOARD MEETING

APRIL 2, 2019 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Donald Spann

Ronald Bisson

Scott Libby
Tom Thompson
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Peter Richard, Joshua Spooner, Bruce Van Note
STAFF PRESENT:
Carol Eyerman, Assistant Planner
A.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL


Chairman Spann called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Donald A. Russell Meeting Room at 100 Main Street.  The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that Mr. Richard, Mr. Spooner and Mr. Van Note were absent, all of whom had been excused. 
B.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 19, 2019 MEETING

Motion was made by Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was

VOTED


To approve the minutes of the March 19, 2019 meeting, as written.
C.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

1.
JONATHAN CORNISH, OF CORNISH LANE, HAS SUBMITTED A PROPOSED LOT LINE REVISION TO TAKE A PORTION OF APPROVED LOT 3 AND CONVEY IT TO AN ABUTTING PARCEL, TAX MAP R08, LOT 42B 003


Land Surveyor Pat Harty represented the applicant and reviewed the minor amendment to the approved subdivision.   A drawing was displayed showing the proposed changes outlined in color.


Mr. Harty said the applicant was before the Board in 2012. At that time a 3-Lot subdivision was proposed and approved.  The existing Lot 3 (outlined in green on the drawing) showed it wrapped around a 1-1/2 acre parcel owned by Ramona Cornish (applicant’s Mother).  The lot line between Lot 3 and Ramona’s lot has been changed to give Ramona’s lot (outlined in red) river frontage.  1.4 acres have been added to the existing lot with home on it and subtracted from Lot 3, which is currently undeveloped.  


Originally, the applicant requested a waiver from the two-foot contours, but after discussion, the Board was in agreement that the waiver was originally granted in 2012 and therefore not required for this revision.


The Public Hearing was declared open.  There being no one wishing to comment, the Public Hearing was declared closed.



Motion was made by Mr. Libby, seconded by Mr. Bisson, and it was unanimously (of those present)



VOTED



That the Board finds the final Subdivision Plan Amendment is in compliance with the Standards in the Subdivision Ordinance, Chapter 191, as set forth in the Findings of Fact on page 3 in the memo to the Planning Board from Carol Eyerman dated March 28, 2019, including Conditions of Approval 1 through 8 as laid out on pages 1 and 2 of said memo. 

2.
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TOWN CODE, CHAPTER 225-6 DEFINITIONS AND CHAPTER 225-16, TABLE OF USES, AND CHAPTER 225-60.17 MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES. THE ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS PROPOSE TO ADD DEFINITIOINS OF REGISTERED CAREGIVER RETAIL STORES, MARIJUANA CULTIVATION FACILITIES, MARIJUANA PRODUCT MANUFACTURING FACILITIES, MARIJUANA TESTING FACILITIES AND ADD THEM TO THE TABLE OF USE REGULATIONS AND TO REMOVE MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES AS A USE AND SECTION IN OUR CODE


Planner Rod Melanson spoke to this item saying this is a land use component to a larger licensing code to go before the Selectmen to be placed on the warrant for Town Meeting. This will add the definitions to the Land Use Code and align it with the Table of Use Regulations where the uses will be permitted or not.


Board member Libby noted some minor changes he noted in the definitions, including:

· Under Marijuana Cultivation Facility:  At the end it says “as permitted or conditional use”.  STRIKE CONDITIONAL USE. 

· Under Marijuana Products Manufacturing Facility: at the end it mentions “and to sell adult use and/or medical marijuana products to other Marijuana Products Manufacturing Facilities and to Registered Caregiver Retail Stores.”  CHANGE TO “AND TO MARIJUANA STORES,” AS IN THE PREVIOUS DEFINITION.

Also, the wording, “Marijuana Cultivation Facility”….should be added:  “Marijuana Cultivation Facility is not authorized as an accessory use.”
· Under Marijuana Testing Facility:  At the end, after an accessory use, add “and only where expressly allowed as a permitted use.”
Under Adult Use Marijuana Testing Facility: Reference needs to be added “Under Chapter 150.”

· Under Registered Caregiver Retail Store:  At the end, STRIKE “OR CONDITIONAL”.
The Board talked about whether the above noted changes could be considered substantive.  Agreement was reached that the changes are not substantive, but simply make the sections consistent with the Use Table.  Therefore, it would not be necessary to hold another Pubic Hearing.
The Public Hearing was declared open.  There being no one wishing to comment, The Public Hearing was declared closed.

Motion was made by Mr. Libby, seconded by Mr. Thompson, and it was unanimously (of those present)
VOTED

That the Marijuana Ordinance Amendments, as modified through discussion, to Chapter 225-6, Definitions, Chapter 225-16 1:1, Table of Uses and Chapter 225-60.17 Medical Marijuana Dispensaries Attachment 1.21 be forwarded to the Board of Selectmen to be added to the Warrant for Town Meeting with a recommendation from the Planning Board of “ought to pass” contingent that the Licensing Code portion needs to have been previously approved prior to voting. 
D.
ADJOURNMENT


Motion was made by Mr. Bisson, seconded by Mr. Thompson, and it was unanimously


VOTED


To adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m.







Respectfully submitted:







________________________________








Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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