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Kate Burch 

Assistant Planner 

Town of Topsham  

100 Main Street 

Topsham, ME 04086 

<via email> 

 

RE:  Response to Review Comments #2 

Site Plan Review & Conditional Use Applications 

Landscape Office & Retail 

Tax Map R02, Lot 048 

 

Dear Kate: 

 

We have reviewed the comments provided by the Planning Board on May 26, 2022 and 

summarized via email on May 27, 2022; we have prepared the following responses to address the 

concerns. The comments are included for reference with our response, in bold, immediately 

following where appropriate. 

 

Comments from Planning Board, 05/26/22 

 

1. Here’s a link to our noise ordinance (225-37). The proposed operations will need to 

comply with this ordinance. 

 

The proposed salt shed, in conjunction with the landscape office and retail development, 

will be operated to comply with the Town’s 225-37 Noise Performance Standard. The 

sound pressure level of any continuous regular or frequent source of sound from activity at 

the site will be less than or equal to 60 dB(A) from 7a to 10p and 50 dB(A) from 10p to 7a, 

and in accordance with 225-37(A)&(B). No proposed activities are expected to exceed the 

permissible levels.  

 

2. Please send us the dimensions and elevations for the salt shed so we can make sure it 

complies with the RCU dimensional requirements. 

 

The proposed salt shed has footprint dimensions of approximately 65’x 80’. The building is 

comprised of a 25’± high, round truss building covered in fabric and set on top of a 10’ 

high concrete wall. The building height is 22.7’ as measured halfway up the arch roof in 
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accordance with Town Ordinance. The egress for the proposed salt shed building includes 

a 14’x14’ garage door, a 36”x80” man door, and four (4) louvers. Additional information 

on the size and building orientation is shown on the enclosed elevations with this response 

letter.  

 

3. The Planning Board requested more information regarding the salt shed operations, 

including the capacity of the shed and how many clients are expected outside of normal 

business hours and during storm events. 

 

The salt is delivered in dump trailers. Shipments will come from a facility in Portland, 

Maine and the delivery hours are between 8a and 4p on weekdays. No salt deliveries would 

be received during nights, early mornings, or weekends. Dump trailers can hold 22-24 tons 

of bulk salt for delivery.  

 

Salt is stored completely inside of the salt shed building. A front-end loader is used inside 

the building to move the salt and to resupply the automated loading machinery. The salt 

shed door can be closed as needed, even when the front-end loader is running, and will 

vary depending on operational needs, the time of day, etc.  

 

The majority of the salt trucks expected to receive salt are ¾ ton and 1 ton trucks and are 

not large dump trucks. Loading takes place completely outside the building. Salt is 

dispensed with an automated system and the loading of each truck takes approximately 90 

seconds. Trucks receiving salt are queued and loaded by driving around the salt shed 

building. Trucks pull in forward, drive around, and drive out. No reverse movements are 

required and, therefore, no backup alarms will sound due to loading. At this time, the 

number of trucks receiving salt shipments is not possible to predict. 

 

A typical local winter involves nineteen snow events. Half of the events, or approximately 

ten events, could be expected to occur at night per year. Salt loading for any forecasted 

snow event will generally take place during typical business hours in the days preceding the 

event. Only when a snow event lasts for an extended period will usage require trucks to 

return to the salt shed for refilling at night. Of those ten nighttime snow events, only a 

small fraction will last long enough to require refilling. 

 

In the days since the Planning Board meeting on May 26, 2022, the applicant has opened 

additional lines of communication and increased efforts to ensure that the proposed salt 

shed operation, and entire retail landscaping and office development, will not have adverse 

impacts on the residents of neighboring properties. Channels will remain in place after 

construction with additional communication and coordination to ensure that noises and 

nuisances are minimized.  
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We trust that this information satisfactorily addresses the comments received. Should you have 

any questions or require any additional information, please call, or contact me via 

marchbell@sitelinespa.com. We appreciate your assistance with this project. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Melissa C. Archbell 
 

Melissa C. Archbell, P.E. 

Project Engineer 

 

Enclosures 

1. Salt Shed Elevations 

 

CC:  Nick Cloutier, Cloutier Properties, LLC 

 Jim Howard, Priority Real Estate Group 


