APPROVED 6/1/23

TOWN OF TOPSHAM
SELECT BOARD MEETING
DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM AND VIA ZOOM
REGULAR MEETING AT 6:30 P.M.
MAY 18, 2023

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Douglass
Ruth Lyons
Matt Nixon
Roland Tufts

MEMBER(S) ABSENT: Marie Brillant

STAFF PRESENT: Town Manager, Derek Scrapchansky; Assistant Town Manager,
Mark Waltz

A meeting of the Topsham Select Board was held on Thursday, May 18, 2023 in the Donald A.
Russell meeting room at the Municipal Building and via Zoom for members and/or interested
citizens who may wish to participate from home. Chair Douglass called the regular meeting to
order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL

Everyone was invited to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The Roll Call was
taken, and it was noted that all Board members were present, except for Ms. Brillant who did not
call to request an excuse.

TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT

Welcome,

« The Town Meeting will be held at the Mt. Ararat Middle School Orion Center on Tuesday,
May 30th, at 7:00 p.m. On May 23rd at 6:00 p.m. Town department heads will host a
Town Warrant informational meeting in the Don Russell Meeting Room at Town Hall to
answer questions regarding the Warrant prior to Town Meeting.

» The Brunswick-Topsham Memorial Day parade will be held on Monday, May 29th. The
parade will begin at 9:00 a.m.

« On May 22nd, we are welcoming Sky Siladi, our new Planner, to the Topsham team.

Thank you and have a good night.

Derek Scrapchansky
Town Manager
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BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES

UPDATE ON MARKET BASKET — Mark Waltz, Assistant Town Manager, presented an up
date on progress of the Market Basket. He said, rather than an easement, the Town Attorney
recommends a separate agreement for the island in the middle of the roundabout. Market Basket
will be given terminable landscaping rights to the island and the Town will be responsible for the
water expenses and maintenance of the irrigation lien that serves the island. Market Basket will
run the water line out to the island and they will pay for it. The property, including the water line,
will be owned by the Town. As-built plans will come to the Planning Department when they are
completed.

Market Basket’s attorney has drafted two stormwater easements. One is for the existing
stormwater pond on the sought side of the Market Basket property that treats water from the
Topsham Fair Mall Road. The Town currently maintains and will continue to maintain the pond.
The other stormwater easement is for shared stormwater infrastructure on the northern side of the
lot that will also drain portions of the Topsham Fair Mall Road onto the grantors land. Market
Basket will have the obligation to maintain this infrastructure. Mr. Waltz said the agreements will
be presented to the Select Board for their approval once they are complete. The Town Attorney
and Market Basket’s Attorney will have a meeting next week to confirm details.

UPDATE ON RAIL USE ADVISORY COUNCIL (RUAC) FOR THE STATE-OWNED
LOWER ROAD RAIL CORRIDOR

Mr. Nixon said the Council has been meeting once a month since November of 2022. The statute
that established the RUAC process gives each Council nine meetings to determine what to do with
the Lower Road.

He said in January of 2022, this Board voted unanimously to adopt a resolution that supports both
rail and trail, and/or a multiuse/motorized trail; each town between Topsham and Augusta did the
same. The multiuse nuance did not make it into the resolution that the Merrymeeting Trail Board
of Supervisors ultimately sent to DOT which initiated the RUAC process.

Several of the advisory committee members own property or live directly adjacent to the railroad
and have advocated for a non-motorized use path only. This is ultimately what is going to happen.
During the course of this RUAC, DOT knew exactly what they wanted the RUAC to decide and
have pushed the group strongly in that direction. A great example would be light rail. The
estimates that DOT’s contractor have provided for restoration of rail (not light rail but Amtrak
style) is $363M. That’s $11M per mile on a 33-mile track. The Green Mountain line extension in
Vermont which was just recently finished and is 26 miles clocked in at $1.3M per mile. When |
suggested we investigate the use of battery-powered light rail, DOT’s response was that we don’t
have that in Maine so we can’t do it. This statement was disappointing. That made me realize this
process was one a one-way track to a non-motorized bike path.

Mr. Nixon said at the next meeting, he will stop pushing for rail and trail as it clearly is not going
to happen. This means that my sole advocacy will be for multiuse — at least on Topsham’s section
of the path. There will still be significant pushback from the users that would like this public
resource to be used solely for non-motorized recreation. As the line is State-owned, there is not a
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whole lot we can do should the RUAC ignore our resolution. | think the only thing we can do is
ensure that the motorized use community shows up in force to the upcoming public hearing (a
requirement of the enabling RUAC legislation) and make it clear that the Town will not support
maintenance or plowing, grading, or upgrades of future parking areas and crossings. This is
something we do have control over, unless the path is open to all, and not just a small subset of
Topsham’s populace.

The meeting was open to receive comments from the public, but no comments were offered.

PUBLIC COMMENT — None noted.

CORRESPONDENCE — None noted.

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA — None noted.

CONSENT CALENDAR

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECT BOARD MEETING
OF MAY 4, 2023

Motion was made by Chair Douglass, seconded by Ms. Lyons, and it was unanimously

VOTED
To approve the minutes of the May 4, 2023 meeting as amended.

(Amendments included: Pg. 3, last paragraph: change “Gross Lane” to “Grouse Lane”. Change “Highlands” to
“Highland Green” and on last line, change “accompanies” to “accompanied.” On Pg. 4, first paragraph, add as
last line: “Forty-three (43) residents were in attendance in support of the housing project.”)

PUBLIC HEARING — None noted.

UNFEINISHED BUSINESS — None noted.

OLD BUSINESS — None noted.

NEW BUSINESS

23-49 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO PROCEED WITH A
GRANT APPLICATION FROM THE ATV TRAILRIDERS WITH THE BUREAU
OF PARKS AND LAND FOR ATV TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS IN TOPSHAM

Pam LeDuc, Parks and Recreation Director, asked that the Town Manager be authorized
to apply for a Trail Improvement Grant through the Bureau of Parks and Lands for the State
of Maine as requested by the Topsham Trail Riders.
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The grant would enable improvements throughout the trail system in Tow. Any in-kind
matches on the grant may either be in labor, cash or materials. Brian Bronson, with the
ATV State Program, recommended that she be approved to make the application for the
grant and handle reimbursement on behalf of the club. The Town will serve as the
responsible party to submit monthly reimbursements for the club expenses to the State. In
turn, once reimbursed, the payment will be issued pack to the club. Ms. LeDuc said there
is no liability or money involved on the part of the Town.

Total mileage of the trail is 16.5 miles. Total estimated cost of the project is $45,115.00
with estimated cost of maintenance including normal brushing, grading and ditching is
$43,252.76 with administrative cost and processing land use permits at $1,862.24.

Motion was made by Chair Douglass, seconded by Mr. Tufts, and it was

VOTED
To authorize the Town Manager to apply for a Trail Improvement Grant through the

Bureau of Parks and Lands for the State of Maine.
(The vote was 3-0-1 (Mr. Nixon abstained)

EXECUTIVE SESSION — None noted.

ADJOURNMENT

At 6:50 p.m., motion was made by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Chair Douglass, and it was
unanimously

VOTED
To adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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