APPROVED VERSION

MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM
PLANNING BOARD MEETING

JUNE 17, 2014, 7:00 P.M.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Donald Spann





Ronald Bisson




Scott Libby





Jay Prindall





Joshua Spooner





Bruce Van Note

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
All present
STAFF PRESENT:
Interim Town Planner, Rod Melanson and Bowdoin College Summer Intern, Libby Szuflita
A meeting of the Topsham, Maine Planning Board was held on Tuesday, June 17, 2014 at the Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 

1.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Chairman Spann called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The recording secretary conducted the roll call and noted that all members were present.
2.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 3, 2014 MEETING

Motion was made by Mr. Bisson, seconded by Mr. Van Note, and it was 


VOTED



To approve the minutes of the June 3, 2014 meeting as written.
3.
PUBLIC HEARING - CROOKER AND SONS HAVE SUBMITTED A PROPOSED BLASTING PERMIT FOR HIGHLAND GREEN PHASE 3B ON EVERGREEN CIRCLE, TAX MAP R04, LOTS 17A-012, 17A-016


Board member Ronald Bisson recused himself from participation on this item because of a possible conflict of interest as he is employed by Crooker & Sons.


Engineer Ian Mersier, from Crooker and Sons, represented the applicant and reviewed the application for a blasting permit for blasting in Phase 3B of the Highland Green Evergreen Circle project of road and building construction.  He said approximately 120 blasts are planned with work beginning in July 2014 and finishing around mid summer, although the permit does not expire until December 2014.  Approximately 10,000 to 12,000 cubic years of material is expected to be removed.  The blasting will be done by Drilling and Blasting Specialists from Gardiner, Maine and the usual pre-blast surveys will be conducted for nearby structures.  All residents within a 250' radius of the project were notified of the project and public hearing.  A list of those residents with addresses was included in the Board package and is filed with these minutes. 



Question was posed from the Board if the application met all the requirements of Blasting Ordinance Section 85-5 and Mr. Melanson responded that it did.  Question was also asked if a rock crusher would be used on site and, if so, would it create an excessive noise.  Response was that a crusher would be used on site only during the allowed working hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.


Following the presentation and questions from the Board, the Public Hearing was declared open.  



Only one individual spoke and that was Ron Bisson.  Mr. Bisson explained how the portable crusher worked and said the noise was within ordinance limitations. With no further comments to be heard, the Public Hearing was declared closed.



Board member Van Note inquired if any conditions would be required and what the written findings of Section 85-5 consisted of.   Mr. Melanson said the application met all the criteria of Section 85-5 and he reviewed the Performance Standards, as follows:


A.
Hours of detonation. Hours of detonation shall be limited to daylight hours, no earlier than 7:00 a.m. or later than 7:00 p.m. Monday through Friday inclusive, except by special exception as in §85-11 of this chapter, excluding the following legal holidays: New Year's, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.



B.
Water quality protection. Water is a precious resource and measures shall be taken to protect groundwater quality. Water quality shall be as found in the nearest nonowned well within 250 feet from the property line or as determined by the Town Planner or Planning Board and from post-blast testing results. Post-blast testing shall be done no sooner than 24 hours or no later than 48 hours following a blast. Turbidity in wells tested shall be no greater than that which existed prior to the blasting as established in the preblast survey if such survey has been completed.


C.
Ground vibration. Peak particle velocity limits (inches per second) not to be exceeded at any time:



(a)  Quarries:  





1.
Up to 30 Hertz: 0.5 inches per second. the conditions, but reviewed them for the Board's knowledge as follows:





2.
More than 30 Hertz: 1.0 inches per second.




(b) 
Other:





1.
Up to 30 Hertz: 0.5 inches per second.





2.
Thirty-one to 40 Hertz: 1.0 inches per second.





3.
More than 40 Hertz: 2.0 inches per second.



Ground vibration shall be measured as particle velocity. Particle velocity shall be recorded in three mutually perpendicular directions. The maximum allowable peak particle velocity shall apply to each of the three measurements.



A seismographic record shall be provided for each blast as required by the Codes Enforcement Officer, Town Planner and/or the Town of Topsham Planning Board. The applicant shall be responsible for such record and for providing proper instrumentation as specified in this chapter. Personnel conducting such monitoring shall be properly trained in the operation of the equipment being used.



D.
Airblast Overpressure.



1.
Level not to be exceeded at any time: 133 peak dB (linear) two Hertz high-pass system.



E.
The requirements established herein apply to any property of concern as determined by the Town Planner or Planning Board but no closer than the property line of property under the control, through ownership or lease or other contractual arrangement, or persons having blasting operations performed.



F.
The applicant shall also comply with all standards and conditions contained in other permits issued for such projects and local, state and federal statutes and regulations. The requirements established herein shall be measured at the property line of the applicant or at the closest building(s) on abutting properties as determined by the Code Enforcement Officer, Town Planner and/or Planning Board.



Board member Van Note asked Mr. Messier if Crooker and Son planned to meet all of the Performance Standards and Mr. Mersier replayed that they would.  


Motion was made by Mr. Van Note, seconded by Mr. Libby, and it was unanimously



VOTED




That pursuant to Ordinance Section 85-5, and having found that the work will comply with the standards listed, the Blasting Permit of Harry C. Crooker and Sons for Map R-4, Lots 17A-012 and 17A-016 and as shown on the plans dated May 20, 2014 submitted with the application, the request for a Blasting Permit is granted.  
4.

ADJOURN



Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously


VOTED



To adjourn the regular meeting at 7:15 p.m. 







Respectfully submitted,






_______________________________







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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