APPROVED VERSION

MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
JUNE 2, 2011, 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Ronald Riendeau, Chairman




James Trusiani, Vice Chairman




Marie Brillant





Donald Russell

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Andrew Mason
STAFF PRESENT:
Town Manager, Cornell Knight
A regular meeting of the Topsham, Maine Board of Selectmen was held on Thursday, June 2, 2011 at the Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 
CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Riendeau called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  All present stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all Selectmen were present, except for Mr. Mason who had been excused.
TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT

The Town Manager's Report:
· A group of business people in Brunswick and Topsham are working on a Fireworks Show for Saturday, July 2, 2011 to be held on the river front.  A memo is in file and forwarded to the Board of Selectmen from staff regarding some issues to be resolved, and then it will be scheduled for the Board's consideration as the Fire Marshall is requesting Town approval.

· The Town received a plaque at the Naval Air Station Brunswick Disestablishment Ceremony on Tuesday, May 31, 2011 from Captain Fitzgerald for the Town's support of the base over the past 68 years.  Plans are to display the plaque in the Town Office Lobby.

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES - Sustainable Topsham Update.  
Grace Lewis McLaren presented an update on the Sustainable Topsham Committee.  The Committee was formed in 2008 and is a subgroup of the Conservation Committee.  Ms. McLaren said Topsham has joined hundreds of other committees in this country and parts of the world to work towards increased energy efficiency.  With the help of two students from Bowdoin College, and a $1,500 grant, surveys were done and it was learned that approximately 70% of Topsham's energy falls under Transportation Use.  The group also received a $7,000 grant which was used to update lighting in the Library, Topsham Public Works and at the Transfer Station. Focus is being placed on future grants also.   Forums have been held with Representative Seth Goodall and also the involvement of Efficiency Maine and the Mid-Coast Council of Governments.   Acknowledgement was given to Chris Cole with the Topsham Cable Channel in informing the public of the Committee's efforts. 

The Board thanked Ms. McLaren for presenting the report.

PUBLIC COMMENT - None noted.
CORRESPONDENCE - None noted.
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA - None noted.
CONSENT CALENDAR

1.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECTMEN MEETING OF 5-26-11.


Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it was unanimously (of those present)

VOTED



To approve the minutes of the May 26, 2011 meeting as written. 

2.
APPROVAL OF THE ELECTION WORKERS FOR THE SAD #75 SCHOOL BUDGET VOTE TO BE HELD ON JUNE 14, 2011

Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mr. Russell, and it was unanimously (of those present)

VOTED



To approve the election workers for the SAD #75 School Budget Vote to be held on June 14, 2011 as follows:

	ELECTION WORKERS - 7:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

	
	
	

	DEMOCRATS
	
	REPUBLICANS

	Lena Pinette
	
	Mary Obrey

	Jeanine Staples
	
	Linda Allen

	Judy Caouette
	
	Priscilla Hall

	
	George Moore
	

	
	1:45 p.m. to End
	

	Peter Lepari
	
	Barbara Weathers

	Kathy Lyon
	
	Mary Boie

	
	Elizabeth Huntley
	

	
	
	

	
	Deputy Registrars
	

	Linda Nesibit
	
	Cindy Tracy

	Jane Welch
	
	Peter McCarthy

	
	Greeter(s)
	

	Sophie Brennan
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Warden and D. Wardens
	

	Ruth A. Lyons, Roland Breton, Roger Perkins and Gary Griffeth


3.
APPROVAL OF THE OPENING OF POLLS FOR THE JUNE 14, 2011 SAD #75 SCHOOL BUDGET VOTE AT 8:00 A.M.

Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mrs. Brillant, and it was unanimously (of those present)

VOTED



To approve the opening of polls for the June 14, 2011 SAD #75 School Budget Vote at 8:00 a.m.
4.
APPROVAL OF THE OPENING OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS AT 6:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M. FOR THE JUNE 14, 2011 SAD #75 SCHOOL BUDGET VOTE

Motion was made by Mr. Trusiani, seconded by Mrs. Brillant, and it was unanimously (of those present)

VOTED



To approve the opening of absentee ballots at 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for the June 14, 2011 SAD #75 School Budget Vote.

PUBLIC HEARING 

41-11
HOLD A HEARING ON THE CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY AT 303 MEADOW ROAD, TAX MAP R6, LOT 20C

The Town Manager spoke to this item saying that the property burned in April of this year.  After an inspection, the Fire Chief and Codes Officer determined that the structure was unsafe.  The owner was ordered to secure and stabilize the building.  

A report of the inspection was distributed to the Board which included: 1) Pictures of the site on 4/22/11 with an e-mail note to the CEO and Fire chief; 2) CEP information and recommendation to the Town Manager; 3) letter to the property owner with certified mail receipt, sign, and picture of the letter posted on the building; 4) CEP follow-up to the Town Manager with photos of the site; 5) Copy of the hearing notice sent to the property owner and 6) Pictures of site conditions as of 6/2/11 with a transcript of a phone message from the owner's son.  Mr. Lister's notes said that at the inspection, the covering of two second-floor windows needed to be covered but he was assured by the owner's son that the necessary work on the windows would be completed by the end of the day of the inspection. 


Following discussion, motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it was unanimously (of those present)

VOTED



To table this item until final inspection of the property verifies that all requests of the Fire Chief and Codes Officer have been met.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None noted.
OLD BUSINESS - None noted.
NEW BUSINESS
42-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON APPOINTMENTS TO THE FOLLOWING BOARDS/COMMITTEES

Chairman Riendeau read the names of individuals reappointed to the various boards and committees and motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it was unanimously (of those present)

VOTED



To appoint the individuals as read and listed below:

	INDIVIDUAL SERVING
	BOARD/COMMITTEE
	COMMENT

	Don Spann
	Planning Board
	Continuing Appointment

	Scott Libby
	Planning Board
	Continuing Appointment

	Ron Bisson
	Planning Board
	Continuing Appointment

	Linda Dumont
	Topsham Housing Authority
	Continuing Appointment

	Scott Bursey
	Topsham Housing Authority
	Continuing Appointment

	Cynthia Chase
	Historic District Commission
	Continuing Appointment

	William Fitzsimmons
	Topsham Sewer District
	Continuing Appointment

	John Chonko
	History Committee
	Continuing Appointment

	Ralph Williams
	History Committee
	Continuing Appointment

	Grace Lewis McLaren
	Conservation Commission
	Continuing Appointment


43-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE LIST OF TAX ACQUIRED PROPERTY


Town Manager Knight referenced his memo of May 26, 2011 to the Board regarding tax-acquired property.  Planning Director Rich Roedner reviewed the list of 29 properties, with a recommendation that 17 of them be held onto by the Town for access, drainage or conservation purposes. 



Following discussion, motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it 
was unanimously (of those present)


VOTED




That the Town hold onto lots R1-11-1; R3-38; R3-45; R6-17B; R6-23; R9-23; R9-24; R10-23; R9-26; R10-23; U18-121A; U18-201A; U10A-7A; U10A-9A; R6-22; R2-63A; and U10A-3A for access, drainage or conservation purposes and removing R3-73A from the list.


Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it was unanimously (of 
those present)


VOTED



To issue a Quit Claim Deed on Lot R3-17TB back to the owner due to the fact that he has paid all the taxes on the property. 



Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it was unanimously (of 
those present)



VOTED



That, as recommended by the Town Manager, that payment plans/arrangements continue until the balances are current and to remove the abandoned mobile home No. R10- L078.


Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mrs. Brillant, and it was


VOTED




To sell Lot R2-81 to the abutter for $15,960. 




(Vote was 3 for and 1 abstention - Mr. Trusiani.)



Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it was unanimously (of 
hose present)


VOTED 




To deed back to the original owner Lot R3-46A at no cost. 



Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani and it was unanimously (of 
those present)


VOTED



That Lot U2A-90, 1 Brown Street be designated as a green space.


Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it was unanimously (of 
those present)



VOTED



To put the remaining three lots (R9-46A-3, R9-53 and R7-11-9) out to bid.

44-11
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE LIST OF UNPAID PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES.

The Town Manager reviewed his memo of May 26, 2011 to the Board regarding unpaid personal property taxes.  The Board package contained a list of several years of unpaid personal property taxes and copy of a letter which was sent to all persons on the list.  It was noted that $6,780 came into the tax office as a result of the letters.  Also, notations were made of those that contacted the Town to make arrangements for regular payments to clear up balances.  Several accounts were noted as uncollectible and/or out of business.  

During discussion, Mr. Russell said he remembered back when he was on the Board of Selectmen a few years ago, the Board used to ask if all back taxes were paid before considering new licensing requests.   He noted that some names on the list of unpaid taxes go back 3 and 4 years and he questioned why the policy wasn't followed, if in fact there is a policy.  He said if there isn't currently such a policy, one should be written that all taxes (property and personal) are current before any new permits can be issued whether it is for building permits, site plan review permits or even license permits. 


It was agreed that a policy should be placed on the agenda for consideration at the next Board meeting.   However, Mr. Trusiani suggested that the Town Manager look into the personal property tax laws to see if such a policy is allowed. 

Motion was made by Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Trusiani, and it was unanimously (of 
those present)



VOTED



To authorize the Town Manager to follow through with his recommendations as presented in his memo dated May 26, 2011, and to follow the notations and take action as proposed regarding unpaid personal property taxes, with instructions that no action will be taken on those individuals who are in the process of paying.
ADJORNMENT
With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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