APPROVED 6/16/20

MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM

PLANNING BOARD MEETING
HELD VIA ZOOM FROM INDIVIDUAL RESIDENCES
June 2, 2020 – 7:00 P.M.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Donald Spann




Ronald Bisson




Scott Libby





Joshua Spooner




Tom Thompson
Bruce Van Note

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Brian Bickford
STAFF PRESENT:
Town Planner Rod Melanson, Assistant Planner Andrew Deci
A.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

Chairman Spann called the regular meeting to order, via Zoom, at 7:00 p.m.
B.
ROLL CALL 

The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all members were present, except for Mr. Bickford who had been excused. 
C.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 19, 2020 MEETING

Motion was made by Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Libby, to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2020 meeting as written.  Chairman Spann called for a vote of “Aye” if in favor and “Nay” if opposed.  


The “Ayes” were unanimous. There were no “Nays,” so the Motion passed. 
D.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE COMING YEAR

Motion was made to nominate Don Spann as Chairman and Tom Thompson as Vice Chairman for the coming year.  The motion was seconded and there were no further nominations.  Vote was called and Don Spann was elected to serve as Chairman for the coming year and Tom Thompson was elected to serve as Vice Chairman.  
E.
PUBIC HEARINGS

DRILLING AND BLASTING ROCK SPECIALISTS, INC. HAVE SUBMITTED AN APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO REMOVE 800 TO 1,000 CUBIC YARDS AT  539 MIDDLESEX ROAD, TAX MAP R11, LOT 037

Assistant Planner Deci said this is a blasting permit application and it is coming before the Board as the amount of blasting exceeds the amount in the ordinance that can be approved by the Planning Office or Code Enforcement Officer.  The applicant has submitted a revised application that has been posted on the website agenda page.  The blasting date has been moved forward to allow time to advertise in the newspaper and to notify abutters. All major issues have been address.

Nancy Bartlett, Accountant and Office Manager with Drilling and Blasting Rock Specialists, Inc. spoke to the application.  She said Pre-Blast Specialist Michael Daily has been hired by the firm and is in attendance to answer any questions. 


Mr. Daily said he is with MCD Environment Consultants.  He said he has been contracted by Drilling and Blasting to perform the blasting events.  He said a legal notice has been sent to the Times Record and a list has been developed of 8 abutters who are within 250 feet of the property boundary and that they will be notified by first class mail.  Of the 8 abutters, 2 of the abutters have structures within 250’ of the boundary and they will be offered pre-blast surveys inside and out if they wish.  In addition, they will be offered water quality testing.   David Hall of 490 Middlesex Road has expressed concern about his well and water quality testing.  Mr. Daily said the well is 1,400 feet away and outside of the ordinance and should be absolutely safe at that distance away. 


Mr. Daily said the blasting will not start until June 15 or after.


The meeting was opened up to comments from Board members.  Mr. Thompson asked if staff is confident that all concerns from the Planning Office have been addressed.  Planner Deci said he is satisfied that standards will be met. Mr. Libby noted a typo with the spelling of “The Town of Topsham” typed as the “Town of Thompson.”  Mr. Libby said most of his questions were about the pre-blasting, which have been answered.  He asked if there were any wells within 250’ that Mr. Daily should be worried about.  Response from Mr. Daily was that he will be stopping by the residences to be sure they have no concerns.  Mr. Libby referenced page 3 of the memo from the Assistant Planner dated May 27, 2020, talking about the seismograph records to be taken at 3 spots and said he didn’t see any indication in the application how this will be done. Mr. Daily said the homes within 250 will have a seismograph at their locations.  Mr. Bisson asked how many seismographs in total will be in place.  Mr. Daily responded “That one at each structure is usually the standard.”

The Public Hearing was declared open.


Memo dated June 1, 2020 to the Planning Board from Barbara Hall was noted and reads as follows: 


Subject:  Blasting Agenda


David and Barbara Hall of 490 Middlesex Road, along with Priscilla Hall of 515 Middlesex Road, would like to express their concerns about blasting.  The proposed blasting at 539 Middlesex Road would no doubt send out ground vibrations that may effect or harm our wells.  We ask that you please take this into consideration before granting the blasting permit.  


Thank you.


Andrew Proulx:  Mr. Proulx said his well is brand new and is 80 feet away from where they are blasting.  He said his new foundation is approximately 120 feet from the blasting.  Mr. Daily said he will make a note of Mr. Proulx’s concern.  Mr. Proulx said he is the one that sold the applicant the property.  He added that he has no intention of stopping the process but wants to be sure he is covered from any damage.  

Patricia Maloney, Bridge Street:  Ms. Maloney said she lives in The Topsham Heights.  When they blasted for the project behind her house, the blasting affected her neighborhood.  She said the problems became evident to their water flow a while after the blasting was done.  She said she loves Topsham and it has a quality of home ownership.  She said she is concerned about the expansion of Crooker….Chairman Spann stopped Ms. Maloney and said “We were talking about the blasting on Middlesex Road and not about Crooker.”  He added the Crooker project is being discussed in workshops.  Ms. Maloney said “OK, all I want to say is that there is a big difference between an industrial neighborhood and a residential neighborhood.  Chairman Spann said “Noted, and thank you.” 


With no further public comments to be heard, the Public Hearing was declared closed.


The only comment from Board Members was from Mr. Bisson, who said he would rather see two seismographs than one at the closest location. 


Motion was made by Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Libby, that the Drilling and Blasting Rock Specialists’ permit application is in compliance with the standards in the Blasting Ordinance, Chapter 85, as set forth in the Findings of Fact in the memo to the Planning Board from Andrew H. Deci, dated May 27, 2020 with Conditions of Approval as shown on Page 4. Condition 5 should be changed to read: “The applicant shall conduct pre-blast surveys on structures and water quality tests of existing wells within 250 feet of the property line, upon request from the property owners.”  Also add to Condition No. 6:  Revised Certificate of Liability to indicate that the Town of Topsham is the certificate holder, and No. 7:  That two seismographs be placed at the closest locations.  This approval is also based on an e-mail from Andrew Deci dated June 2, 2020 citing a revised application and comments from the applicant. 

Vote was called for “Ayes” in favor and “Nays” opposed.  The motion passed unanimously with all Board members voting “Aye”.  There were no “Nays.”

E.
ADJOURN

Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. and the Board moved into a Workshop to discuss the Crooker rezoning project.







Respectfully submitted,







________________________________








Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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