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MINUTES 

TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

IN PERSON IN THE DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM 

AND ON-LINE VIA ZOOM – JULY 13, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Don Spann 

    Kerri Bickford 

     Ronald Bisson 

     Tim Dunham  

    Andrew Munsey 
         

MEMBERS ABSENT: Larry Brann, Scott Libby 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Skye Siladi, Town Planner 

 

WELCOME  

 On behalf of the Board, Chair Spann welcomed Tim Dunham as a new member on the Board.  

Mr. Dunham had previously served on the Board.  

 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 

Chair Spann called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Roll call was taken and it was 

noted that all members were present, except for Mr. Brann and Mr. Libby. The meeting was 

also available on Zoom for anyone wanting to view the meeting or make comments. 

 

B. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 22, 2023 MEETING 
 

 Motion was made by Mr. Bisson, seconded by Mr. Munsey, and it was unanimously 

 

  VOTED 

  To approve the minutes of the June 22, 2023 meeting as written. 

 

C. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

1. MAINE DRILLING AND BLASTING HAS SUBMITTED A BLASTING PERMIT 

TO REMOVE 3000 CUBIC YARDS AT 169 TOPSHAM FAIR MALL ROAD 

(MARKET BASKET), TAX MAP R05, LOT 21D-10 

 

Due to a possible conflict of interest, Board member Bisson recused himself from 

participation.  It was noted that this is before the Board for a Public Hearing for a blasting 

permit for the Market Basket Supermarket Construction.  The final plan was approved at 

the October 13, 2022 Planning Board meeting.  This application is to allow Maine Drilling 

and Blasting to undertake blasting activities as part of the construction process at the site  
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of the proposed supermarket at 169 Topsham Fair Mail Road in the Mixed-Use 

Commercial Zone (MUC)  

 

Ian Mersier, P.E., and project manager reviewed the project saying approximately 3,000 

cubic yards is proposed to be blasted. Blasting will occur between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 

and 5:00 p.m.  30 blast events are proposed and expected to take three weeks to complete. 

A 10-day notice to newspapers before the basting can begin will be done according to 

ordinance requirements.  A Blasting Plan was submitted from Maine Drilling & Blasting, 

Inc. 

 

All blasts will be monitored by a representation of Maine Drilling & Blasting who have 

been properly trained in the setup and use of seismic monitoring equipment.  At least one 

seismograph will be in use at all times.  Placement of monitoring equipment will be at the 

nearest structure to the blast site.  Blasting procedures are listed in the Blasting Plan. 

 

Each blast will be preceded by a security check of the affected area and then a series of 

warning whistles.  Communications will be made with job site supervisors and local 

officials as required to ensure the safest possible operation.  The warning whistles will 

follow the following sequence: 

 

  3 Audible Signal Pulses - 5 Minutes to Blast 

  2 Audible Signal Pulses - 1 Minute to Blast 

  1 Audible Signal Pulse    - All Clear  

 

All abutters within 250 feet of the property lines have been notified.  The Planning Office 

and applicant have duly advertised and posted the public hearing as required.   

 

Following Mr. Mercier’s presentation, the Public Hearing was declared open.  There being 

no one wishing to comment either in person at the meeting or via Zoom, the Public Hearing 

was declared closed.    

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Dunham, seconded by Ms. Bickford and it was unanimously (of 

those voting) 

 VOTED 

 The Board finds that the Market Basket Blasting Permit application is in compliance 

with the standards in the Basting Ordinance, Chapter 85 as set forth in the Findings of 

Fact on pages 2-4 in the memo to the Planning Board from Skye Siladi, Town Planner, 

dated July 13, 2023 and includes the following Conditions of Approval:  

1. This approval is based on all submissions and information provided by the applicant 

at approval, whether referenced in any findings or conditions of approval. 

 

2. No deviations from the approval are permitted without prior approval from the 

Planning Board or Planning Office. 
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3. All work shall be completed in accordance with Best Management Practices for 

Soil Erosion and Sediment Control. 

 

4. This approval is conditioned on the applicant receiving all necessary federal, state, 

and local approvals. 

  Mr. Dunham amended his motion to add Condition #5 which was seconded by Ms. Bickford. 

   

 Condition #5 states that the applicant will provide the Planning Office with additional 

application materials which detail the area to the northeast of the proposed roundabout to be 

blasted, which was not initially included in the application. 

 

  VOTE was called and the amended motion passed unanimously.  

 

ADJOURN  

 

 Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously  

 

VOTED  

  To adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

_____________________________ 

Patty Williams, Recording Secretary    


