APPROVED VERSION

MINUTES

TOWN OF TOPSHAM

PLANNING BOARD MEETING

JULY 21, 2015, 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Donald Spann





Ronald Bisson 




Jay Prindall





Joshua Spooner





Tom Thompson
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Scott Libby, Bruce Van Note
STAFF PRESENT:
Planning Director, Rod Melanson
A meeting of the Topsham, Maine Planning Board was held on Tuesday, July 21, 2015 at the Municipal Building at 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine. 

1.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL


Chairman Spann called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all members were present.
2.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 7, 2015 MEETING


Motion was made by Mr. Bisson, seconded by Mr. Thompson, and it was
VOTED

To approve the minutes of the July 7, 2015 meeting as corrected.
(Corrections:  Pg. 5, Item 5, first line, change "reused" to "recused."  Pg. 7, 3rd par. change "Alexander" to "Al.")

3.
PUBLIC HEARING
PEJEPSCOT INDUSTRIAL PARK, INC. HAS SUBMITTED SITE PLAN REVIEW FOR PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ACCESS ROAD OFF OF ROUTE 196 TO 80 PEJEPSCOT VILLAGE, MAIN STREET, TAX MAP R02, MAP R02
This was last reviewed by the Board in December, 2014.  At that time the applicant updated the Board that the approvals being sought would be for the construction of the access road only.  The Board agreed to have MDEP serve as "peer review" for the road construction. 
Mike Gotto, from Stoneybrook Consultants, Inc., Turner, Maine, represented the applicant and told the Board that since December the applicant has received all necessary permits from MDEP and they are on file in the Planning Office. Mr. Gotto said all traffic will be instructed to enter the industrial park from the new road which will relieve traffic driving through Pejepscot Village. There were no questions from the Board following Mr. Gotto's presentation and the Public Hearing was declared open.  A generalization of comments heard include:
John Houston, River Road, Pejepscot - Asked what the cut off time for the train will be when the road gets built.  Said the train has been passing through at 9:30 p.m. which is disturbing.  Asked what the hours of operation of the business will be.  Response from the Planner was that there is no restriction on the hours of operation in the Industrial Zone; the business could operate 24 hours a day.  However, they do need to meet the ordinance noise restrictions.  Mr. Houston asked the Board to set the hours of operation. Said they have done so for other businesses.  Response was that hours can be set if a Conditional Use, not in the Industrial Zone according to the ordinance.  Mr. Gotto said the applicant has no control over the trains.  They schedule their own deliveries.  Said the train only visits the business once a week or less and assured the Board that the applicant meets the noise ordinance.  
James Mulrooney, 8 Jones Avenue, Pejepscot - Said trucks to by day and night.  Still are going to have problems.  Wants to be sure there are some controls on the business.  Just asking for some peace.  Chairman Spann responded that the Board does not enforce.  Has to go by the Ordinance.  
Board member Spooner explained that the Board does not have the authority to enforce and suggested a course of action would be to monitor faults and report to the codes enforcement officer.  Also suggested speaking to the Board of Selectmen.  The only way ordinances can be changed is through the Town Meeting process.  

John Houston - Said in years past the Planning Board put limits on people.  Wants someone to stop the noise.  Said Saturday night the noise was so loud he thought a jet plane has landed on his building.  Said he wants to put a stop to the business operating 7 days a week.  

With no more comments to be heard, the Public Hearing was declared closed.   Motion was made by ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Mr. Spooner, seconded by Mr. Prindall, and it was unanimously

VOTED


To grant Site Plan Approval for the construction of a new access road off of Route 196 to 80 Pejepscot Village, Main Street, for Pejepscot Industrial Park, Inc., Tax Map R02, Lot 34, based on the findings and the conditions of approval set forth in the memo from Rod Melanson, Planning Director, dated July 16, 2015, including the grant of the Shoreland Permit as described in the memo.  The applicant will work with the Topsham Emergency Service, Public Safety to confirm adequate access to the site.  
4.
ADJOURN


Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED To adjourn the regular meeting at 7:25 p.m. 









Respectfully submitted,







_____________________________







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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