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AUGUST 15, 2024 

TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

SELECT BOARD MEETING 

DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM AND VIA ZOOM 

INTERVIEWS AT 5:55 P.M.- REGULAR MEETING AT 6:30 P.M. 

AUGUST 15, 2024 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Roland Tufts 

Marie Brillant 

    Ann Callahan 

    Ryan Holmes 

             

MEMBER(S) ABSENT: Matt Nixon 

     

STAFF PRESENT: Town Manager, Mark Waltz; Assistant Town Manager Jeff 

Emerson 

 

A meeting of the Topsham Select Board was held on Thursday, August 15, 2024 in the Donald A. 

Russell Meeting Room at the Municipal Building and via Zoom for members and/or interested 

citizens who may wish to participate from home.  Chair Tufts called the meeting to order at 6:30 

p.m. (The Board met informally at 5:55 to conduct interviews.) 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL 
 

Everyone was invited to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The Roll Call was 

taken, and it was noted that all Board members were present, except for Mr. Nixon who had been 

excused. 

 

TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT   

 

-     Sebago Technics has finished their survey of Pleasant Point Road and has preliminary design 

ideas to share.  A public meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, August 28th.  We have 

sent postcards to Pleasant Point Road residents inviting them.  

-     The National Night Out was well attended and a big success.  Thank you to police, fire, parks 

and recreation and public works for their hard work on it.   

 

-     Nomination papers continue to be available for one Select Board seat and three MSADS#75 

director seats. 

 

-     Assessor Hennessey is one of the two representatives from our district elected to the Maine 

Municipal Legislative Policy Committee. 
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- Our Bowdoin interns have added a new “Visit Topsham” section to the Town website with 

places to go, things to do, and a professional looking promotional video.  Please check it 

out and spread the word. 

 

Mark M. Waltz 

Town Manager 

  

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES  

 

UPDATE FROM THE TOPSHAM REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BNAS RESTORATION 

ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Susan Schow, MPH for Brunswick Area Citizens for a Safe Environment presented a summary of 

PFOS results following a May 22, 2024 meeting.  Superfund issues related to the former Naval 

Air Station in Brunswick (BNAS) were reviewed.  Ms. Schow said among other contaminants and 

clean-up issues reviewed, most notable were the results of the recently conducted biota sampling 

of fish and aquatic life impacted by PFAS compounds at BNAS.  

 

Ms. Schow said the public needs to be warned, and outreach conducted to inform the recreational 

users and members of the public of the existence of this harmful and invisible contaminant in our 

local fish population.  Elevated levels of PFOS have been measured in fish samples collected from 

both on and off the former base. PFOS is listed as a hazardous chemical under CERCLA.  Ms. 

Schow said the Maine Center for Disease Control will issue a DO NOT EAT advisory when fish 

cannot be safely eaten at a rate of at least three meals per year, or when PFOS levels in the fish at 

that location surpass 60 parts per billion.  The exceedances at BNAS are far more than these top 

limits.  

 

UPDATE FROM THE BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN COMMITTEE 

 

Bryan Banton, Chair of the Topsham Pedestrian and Bicycle Committee (TPBC) brought the 

Board up to date on activities of the TPBC.  Their Mission Statement reads: “The Topsham Bicycle 

and Pedestrian Committee (TPBC) exists to promote safety and accessibility improvements for all 

users throughout the Town of Topsham.” 

 

Mr. Banton spoke of the committee’s activities and accomplishments, their charge, what a 

complete streets plan might include, and economic, social and health benefits.   Printed material 

on these subjects was included in the Board package for review and are filed with these minutes.  

 

A period of questions and answers from Board members was held following Mr. Banton’s 

presentation.  Board member  Callahan inquired if the committee will advise the Select Board prior 

to starting any projects.  Town Manager Waltz said the Assistant Town Manager is working with 

the committee who has been charged to develop a plan which, when completed,  will be presented 

to the Select Board for their review and comment.   

 

Board member Holmes asked for more information on what is meant by “Complete Streets.”  Mr. 

Banton said Complete Streets policies have a foundation  in federal law, guidance, and best 

practices and have been signed into law or policy in states and communities throughout the nation.  

The intent is to help ensure that all users, including bicyclists, pedestrians, people of all ages and 
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abilities, transit users, and motor vehicle users have safe and efficient access to the transportation 

system. There are different ways to approach complete streets and the committee has not yet 

decided how to approach this subject.  He said a manual would be a great starting point and would 

be beneficial to have a guide to follow.  

 

Chair Tufts thanked Mr. Banton for his presentation and said the committee will be a help as 

Topsham grows.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – None noted. 

 

 CORRESPONDENCE  

 

 Board member Holmes noted that he received an email from a Topsham citizen requesting 

information regarding the Planning Board and Topsham Development, Inc. This concern will be 

included on a future agenda for discussion. 

 

 ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA  

 

 Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED to add Item 24-70 to the agenda as 

follows: 

 

24-70 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO CONVEY THE 

REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 12 COUNTRY LANE TO LORETTE HOLSKE 

IN RETURN FOR PAYMENT OF $3,110.45 BY AUGUST 16, 2024 

 

 CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECT BOARD MEETING OF 

AUGUST 1, 2024 
 

Motion was made by Ms. Callahan, seconded by Mr. Holmes, and it was unanimously (of those 

present) 

 

 VOTED 

  To approve the minutes of the August 1, 2024 meeting as amended. 
  (Amendment: Item 24-62 – Motion was seconded by Ms. Callahan (not Ms. Brillant). 

 

PUBLIC HEARING  

 

24-67 CONSIDERATION ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON AN APPLICATION FOR 

A SPECIAL AMUSEMENT PERMIT FOR 104 MAIN STREET 

 

  Matthew Kinney spoke to the application for a Special Amusement Permit for 104 Main 

Street and provided the following information: 

 

Applicant:   104 Main Street Public House 

Location:   104 Main Street, Topsham 

Liquor License Expiration: July 22, 2025   

Type of Entertainment: Live Music  
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Area for Entertainment:  Outside parking lot and inside restaurant area 

Nights of Entertainment: Sunday through Saturday 

Hours of Operation: 9:00 a.m. to Midnight for inside and only until 10:00 if 

outside 

Any Furniture Moved:  Furniture moved around to provide additional space 

Size of Lounge:  3,200 sq ft 

Size of Hall:   N/A 

Seating Capacity:  75    

Adequate Parking:  Yes 

Letter from Town Depts.: Fire Department has conducted an inspection of the 

business and has no issues and the Police Department does 

not have any issues based on information provided.  

 

  The Public Hearing was declared open.  It was noted that the Public Hearing was duly 

advertised. There being no one wishing to comment, the Public Hearing was declared 

closed.   

 

 Conclusions: 

 The Board unanimously agreed with the following Conclusions:  Based on the findings, it is 

concluded that the issuance of a Special Amusement Permit would not be detrimental to the 

public health, safety or welfare or would not violate municipal ordinances, rules, or regulations.   

 Following discussion between Board members, motion was made by Chair Tufts, seconded by 

Ms. Brillant, and it was unanimously (of those present) 

 

 VOTED 

  To approve the granting of a Special Amusement Permit for 104 Main Street. 

  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

24-59 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO HOLD AN EVENT 

CALLED BALLOON GLOW AND LASER SHOW/GROOVE FEST AT THE 

TOPSHAM FAIR GROUNDS ON AUGUST 31, 2024 

 

It was noted that this event has been cancelled; therefore, no action was taken on this item.  

 

OLD BUSINESS – None noted. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

24-68 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO ISSUE A CHARGE 

AND TERM TO THE BIKE AND PEDRSTRIAN COMMITTEE 

 

Town Manager Waltz said as the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee is an “ad hoc” committee, it 

should have a specific charge and term (pursuant to Part I, Article IV, Sec. 6-16 of the Topsham 

Town Code). 

 

 



  APPROVED 9/5/24 

SELECT BOARD MINUTES                            Page 5 of 6 

AUGUST 15, 2024 

 

 

The Committee has suggested a three-part charge: 

 

1. To advise on matters of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure; 

2. To develop a complete streets plan; and  

3. To develop a traffic calming toolbox. 

 

Police Chief Hagan is willing to continue as the staff member assigned to meetings, and Assistant 

Town Manager Emerson would like to work with the Committee on the traffic calming toolbox. 

Public Works Director Cox has met with the Committee to share plans for the Foreside Road 

Recreational complex pedestrian and bicycle improvements and is willing to continue to work with 

them as projects come up.    

 

During discussion, Board member Holmes suggested a two-year term for the committee, which 

could be extended by the Select Board if the current charge is not complete. It could develop into 

a standing committee in the future if there is continued interest and issues to be addressed.  He said 

there is a lot to accomplish, especially the Complete Streets Project and he suggested the committee 

might consider writing a manual. Mr. Holmes suggested the committee add a wish list, train trestle 

and crossing the bypass.  Board member Callahan said she would like to see the Committee present 

an update to the Select Board every 6 months.      

 

Town Manager Waltz suggested that the first thing to do would be to develop a policy and then 

review complaints/comments from citizens of what they want.  

 

Motion was made by Ms. Callahan, seconded by Mr. Holmes, and it was unanimously (of those 

present) 

 

VOTED 

 To charge the Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee as follows: 

 

1. To advise on matters of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and safety; 

2. To develop a proposed Complete Streets Plan; and 

3. To develop a proposed traffic calming toolbox. 

 

The Committee’s term shall be extended to August 15, 2026 and its current membership shall 

continue.  The Committee shall periodically report back progress on the charge to the Select Board 

at least every six months, or sooner, if the Committee requests action so that it may provide input 

and guidance, should it choose to do so.  

 

24-69 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON AN APPOINTMENT 

TO THE BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN COMMITTEE 

 

Motion was made by Chair Tufts, seconded by Ms. Brillant, and it was unanimously (of those 

present) 

 

VOTED 

 To appoint Carolyn Ranten and Donald Stein to the Bike and Pedestrian Committee.  
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24-70 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO CONVEY THE 

REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 12 COUNTRY LANE TO LORETTE HOLSKE 

IN RETURN FOR PAYMENT OF $3,110.45 BY AUGUST 16, 2024 

 

Town Manager Waltz spoke to this item saying the Town of Topsham now owns the property at 

12 Country Lane as the result of FY 2022 tax lien that matured on March 3, 2024.  The former 

owner is Lorette A. Holske. 

 

First Federal Savings has contacted the Town on Ms. Holske’s behalf to assist her with the 

repurchase of her property.  The breakdown of the amount due the Town is listed on a memo from 

the Town Manager dated August 12, 2024 and filed with these minutes.   

 

Motion was made by Chair Tufts, seconded by Ms. Brillant, and it was unanimously (of those 

present) 

 

VOTED 

 

 To authorize the Treasurer to convey the real property located at 12 Country Lane to Lorette 

Holske in return for payment of $3,110.45 by August 16, 2024. 

  

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None noted.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion was made by Ms. Callahan, seconded by Mr. Holmes, and it was unanimously  

 

VOTED 

 To adjourn the meeting at 7:20 p.m. 

 

         Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

         _______________________________ 

         Patty Williams, Recording Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


