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TOWN OF TOPSHAM
SELECT BOARD MEETING
DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM AND VIA ZOOM
REGULAR MEETING AT 6:30 P.M.
AUGUST 17, 2023

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Douglass
Marie Brillant
Matt Nixon

MEMBER(S) ABSENT: Ruth Lyons, Roland Tufts

STAFF PRESENT: Town Manager, Derek Scrapchansky; Assistant Town Manager,
Mark Waltz; Public Works Director, Dennis Cox; Town Clerk,
Linda Dumont; Finance Director, Cathy Ricker, Director of
Planning, Julie Erdman

A meeting of the Topsham Select Board was held on Thursday, August 17, 2023 in the Donald A.
Russell Meeting Room at the Municipal Building and via Zoom for members and/or interested
citizens who may wish to participate from home. Chair Douglass called the regular meeting to
order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL

Everyone was invited to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The Roll Call was
taken, and it was noted that all Board members were present, except for Ms. Lyons and Mr. Tufts.

TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT

Welcome,

e Nomination papers for 2 Select Board and 4 MSAD 75 seats are available. All nomination
forms are due back to the Town Clerk by September 8.

e MDOT held a progress meeting on the bridge yesterday. The river level continues to make
the work challenging, but the contractor is in the process of building the trestle which they
will work from to build the new bridge. Regarding work that impacts the general public,
in the next couple of weeks, a temporary crosswalk will be installed and the pedestrian
sidewalk in the area of the FJW Bridge will only be on the east side of Main Street.

e The Topsham Youth Soccer League has 37 teams this year and will start practicing the
week of August 28th. The Parks and Recreation department is still looking for coaches to
work with the boys’ 5th, 6th & 7th grade soccer program. Anyone interested is asked to
contact the department.
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e The Recreation department is also hosting its first set of Fall Golf Lessons for Adults at the
Highland Green Golf Course starting September 5. Registration for all Fall Programs is
available on the Town’s website at www.topshammaine.com

e The Town of Topsham would like to congratulate Lee’s Tire for celebrating their 50-Year
Anniversary as a Topsham business. They will have burgers, door prizes, and a raffle for a
free set of tires. This event will take place tomorrow from 3pm — 5pm. Coast 93.1 will be
on site for this event.

Thank you and have a good night.

Derek Scrapchansky
Town Manager

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES

PRESENTATION FROM THE TOPSHAM FAIR MALL WATERSHED CONSULTANT,
MINDEE GOODRUM, PROJET MANAGER AT FB ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATES

Ms. Goodrum, Project Manager with FB Environmental Associates, gave a Power Point
presentation on the Green Infrastructure at the Topsham Fair Mall (TFM), included as an
addendum to the TFM Traffic Plan. She referenced background information available on the
Town’s webpage which includes general recommendations on re-envisioning the TFM. A Coastal
Community Grant was awarded for part of the project and a further grant is currently being
developed. Concern was expressed regarding the high levels of chloride in the stream going
through the mall area due to winter salt applied on the roads. Efforts will be made to keep high
amounts of chloride out of the groundwater.

Following the presentation, comments were received from the Board. Town Manager
Scrapchansky thanked Ms. Goodrum for the work she has done on the project. Chair Douglass
noted that work has been on-going on this project since 2014 and involves private landowners. He
asked if any headway has been accomplished with the landowners. Ms. Goodrum said owners and
contractors are looking for cost-effective ways to safely clear the road and parking lots in winter
months without excessive application of chlorine.

Public Works Director, Dennis Cox said when Dan Catlin developed the Firehouse Subs project,
appropriate filters were installed to reduce the amount of chlorine. He added it is a continuing
problem with the residents. Chair Douglass asked if the stream has been improved. Response was
that clearing the chlorine is a huge problem as it is in the soil and will take some time to clear.

PUBLIC COMMENT — None noted.

CORRESPONDENCE — None noted.

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA — None noted.

CONSENT CALENDAR
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1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECT BOARD MEETING
OF AUGUST 3, 2023

Motion was made by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Chair Douglass, and it was unanimously (of
those present)

VOTED
To approve the minutes of the August 3, 2023 meeting as written.

PUBLIC HEARING

23-74 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRITE ACTION ON AN APPLICATION
FOR A SPECIAL AMUSEMENT PERMIT FOR 104 MAIN PUBLIC HOUSE

Matthew Kinney spoke to the application for a Special Amusement Permit for 104 Main
Public House, and provided the following information:

Applicant: 104 Main Public House

Location: 104 Main Street, Topsham

Liquor License Expiration:  July 22, 2024

Type of Entertainment: Live Music

Area for Entertainment: Outside parking lot and inside restaurant area
Nights of Entertainment: Sunday through Saturday

Hours of Operation: 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.

Any Furniture Moved: Furniture moved around to provide additional space
Size of Lounge: 3,200 sq ft

Size of Hall: N/A

Seating Capacity: 75

Adequate Parking: Yes

Letter from Town Depts.: Fire Department has conducted an inspection of the

business and has no issues and the Police Department does
not have any issues based on information provided.

The Public Hearing was declared open. It was noted that the Public Hearing was duly
advertised. There being no one wishing to comment, the Public Hearing was declared
closed.

Conclusions:

The Board unanimously agreed with the following Conclusions: Based on the findings, it is
concluded that the issuance of a Special Amusement permit would not be detrimental to the
public health, safety or welfare or would violate municipal ordinances, rules, or regulations.

Following discussion between Board members, motion was made by Chair Douglass, and
seconded by Ms. Brillant. Vote was called and it was unanimously (of those present)

VOTED
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That the application for a Special Amusement Permit for 104 Main Public House be
granted as meeting requirements of Maine Revised Statutes, Title 25-A, Section 1054 and
the Topsham Code Chapter 71, Article 1, Sections 6 and 7.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS — None noted.

OLD BUSINESS — None noted.

NEW BUSINESS

23-75

23-76

CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO APPROVE THE
CONTRACT FOR THE TOWN’S WINTER SAND BID

Public Works Director Dennis Cox reviewed the the bids received from the following:

Copp Excavating $14.00 per cubic yard delivered
Country Fare $15.60 per cubic yard delivered
McGee Construction $18.75 per cubic yard delivered

Following discussion, motion was made by Chair Douglass, seconded by Ms. Brillant, and
it was unanimously (of those present)

VOTED
To award the contract for the Town’s winter sand to Copp Excavation bid at $14.00
per cubic yard delivered.

CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO ALLOW THE TAX
COLLECTOR TO WRITE OFF THE BALANCE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY
TAXES FOR TAX YEARS 2014-2018

Finance Director Cathy Ricker asked the Board permission to write off certain unpaid
personal property tax accounts totaling $7,268.57. Tax years included 2014 through 2019
as follows:

2014 726 STC New England LLC
2015 726 STC New England LLC
2016 726 STC New England LLC
2017 726 STC New England LLC
2018 726 STC New England LLC

It was noted that the majority of years 2019 and 2020 have been forwarded to a collection
agency.

Following discussion, motion was made by Chair Douglass, seconded by Ms. Brillant and
it was unanimously (of those present)
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VOTED
To allow the Tax Collector to write off the balance of personal property taxes from the
tax years 2014 through 2018 in the amount of $7,268.57.

23-77 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE
APPOINTMENT TO THE TOPSHAM COMMUNITY CENTER COMMITTEE

Motion was made by Chair Douglass, seconded by Mr. Nixon, and it was unanimously

VOTED
To appoint Alison Cary Blais to the Topsham Community Center Committee.

23-78 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO AUTHORIZE THE
TREASURER TO CONVEY THE REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 18 FRONT
STREET TO THE HEIRS OF ROGER ST. PIERRE

Assistant Town Manager, Mark Waltz spoke to this agenda item saying the Town now
owns the property at 18 Front Street. He said the former owner is the Heirs of Roger P. St.
Pierre.

Mr. Waltz said Roger St. Pierre died on January 30, 2019. His children and heirs are Hidi
Roglitz and Roger St. Pierre, Jr. They do not have the funds to buy back the property at
this time, but have people interested in buying it. Ms. Roglitz and St. Pierre, Jr. have
retained Suzanne Johnson, Esg. to file a probate proceeding to establish their legal right to
deal with the property. The two heirs propose to pay the Town all outstanding taxes,
interests and costs, as well as “forgone taxes” for FY 2024 out of the closing proceeds. If
the closing were to occur on September 15%, the amount due the Town would be as follows:

FY 2021: $3,585.76

FY 2022: $3,083.48

FY 2023: $3,062.05 (plus late August additional lien costs)
FY 2024: TBD in late August by Assessor Hennessey

If the offer is approved, the Town would deliver the deed to the closing agent at the time
of full payment of the tax debt.

Following discussion, motion was made by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Brillant, and it
was unanimously (of those present)

VOTED
To authorize the Treasurer to convey the real property located at 18 Front Street to the
Heirs of Roger St. Pierre in return for payment of all outstanding taxes, interest, and
costs at the time of conveyance, together with the sum which would have been due for
property taxes for FY 2024 if the property as not owned by the Town on April 1,2023.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION — None noted.

ADJOURNMENT

At 7:10 p.m., motion was made by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Chair Douglass, and it was
unanimously (of those present)

VOTED
To adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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