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          TOWN OF TOPSHAM
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
September 15, 2016 - 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
David Douglass  




Marie Brillant




Ruth Lyons





William Thompson
MEMBER(S) ABSENT:
Roland Tufts
STAFF PRESENT:
Town Manager, Richard Roedner
A meeting of the Topsham Board of Selectmen was held on Thursday, September 15, 2016, in the Donald A. Russell Meeting Room, at the Municipal Building, 100 Main Street, Topsham, Maine.  
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Douglass called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL
All present were invited to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The recording secretary took the roll call and noted that all Selectmen were present, except Selectman Tufts who had been excused.
TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT
As you all know, we have an election coming up in November. With that in mind, there is still time to pull nomination papers for the two Board of Selectman seats and one School Board seat that are open. All nomination papers must be turned in to the Town Clerk by September 26. 

The Town Clerk is also recommending that if you intend to vote, and you need to register, life will be easier for all concerned if you register early. While you can register at the polls, doing so will create lines and longer waits. Stop by the office now while things are still quiet, and registration, or submitting paperwork for an absentee ballot will be very easy. 

Bike Path construction is ongoing, with a deadline of mid-November. Current tasks include a major stream crossing, and construction of a concrete headwall at a new drainage location.  Over the next couple of weeks, we will begin to see the path brought up to grade for paving and grassing.
The DOT Main Street project is nearing its conclusion. Paving has been largely completed, with driveway aprons still to come. 

Unfortunately, for the second year in a row, our computer software vendor has not made complete fixes to our financial software, resulting in some addresses not transferring from our address database to our tax bill database. The result is that about 360 tax bills have been mailed to old addresses. We will be sending out replacement bills ASAP, but in the meantime, if you own property in Topsham, and you haven’t gotten a tax bill yet, you can either check on line to see what is owed, or you can call the Tax/Clerk’s office. 

Following the manager’s report, question was posed whether or not a fencing was included in the plans for the bike/walking path.  Response was that a fence will be included on both sides of the path where necessary to prohibit vehicles, ATV’s, and snowmobiles from using it.

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES – None noted. 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None noted. 

CORRESPONDENCE – Chairman Douglass noted a letter was received from Best Buy announcing their plans to close the store effective October 29, 2016.
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA - None noted.
CONSENT CALENDAR 
1.
Approval of the minutes of the Regular Selectmen Meeting of September 1, 2016
Motion was made by Selectman Lyons, seconded by Selectman Brillant, and it was unanimously
VOTED

To approve the minutes of the September 1, 2016 meeting, as amended.

(Amendment:  Pg. 2, under Correspondence, 4th line down, change “Spaghetti” to “Big Eddy.”)

PUBLIC HEARING 
16-89
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE APPENDIX
Town Clerk and General Assistance Director, Linda Dumont, outlined the annual changes to the General Assistance Ordinance Appendices A-D for 2016-2017.  She said the changes represent a slight increase in the “Overall Maximums” and “Housing Allowances.”  Backup material was provided in the Board package showing the changes.
Following Ms. Dumont’s review, motion was made by Selectman Lyons, seconded by Selectman Brillant, and it was unanimously (of those present)


VOTED


To accept the General Assistance Ordinance Appendix as presented.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None noted. 
OLD BUSINESS - None noted.
NEW BUSINESS 
16-90
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON PLACING AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “BAG FEE TO REDUCE WASTE AND PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT” SUBMITTED BY PETITION, ON THE NOVEMBER BALLOT 


The Town Clerk noted that 506 signatures are required to place the item on the November ballot and that 596 signatures were approved. 



Motion was made by Chairman Douglass, seconded by Selectman Lyons, and it was unanimously (of those present)



VOTED


To move an ordinance entitled “Bag Fee to Reduce Waste and Protect the Environment” to the November ballot. 
16-91
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON PLACING AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “BAN ON POLYSTYRENE FOAM FOOD AND BEVERAGE CONTAINERS ACT” SUBMITTED BY PETITION, ON THE NOVEMBER BALLOT


The Town Clerk noted that 506 signatures are required to place the item on the November ballot and that 605 signatures were approved. 



Motion was made by Chairman Douglass, seconded by Selectman Lyons, and it was unanimously (of those present)



VOTED


To move an ordinance entitled “Ban on Polystyrene Foam Food and Beverage Containers Act” to the November ballot. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 7:17 p.m., motion was made Selectman Lyons, seconded by Selectman Thompson, and it was unanimously (of those present)

VOTED 



To enter into Executive Session to discuss agenda items 16-92 and 16-93.  

Chairman Douglass, Selectmen Brillant, Lyons, Thompson and the Town Manager moved into Executive Session. 

16-92
CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS A TAX ACQUIRED PROPERTY PER 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6) (F)
16-93 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS A PERSONNEL MATTER PURSUANT TO 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6) (A) 
The Board returned to public session at 8:23 p.m. with all members present, with the Town Manager having been excused. 
Motion was made by Chairman Douglass, seconded by Selectman Lyons, and it was unanimously (of those present)


VOTED

To enter into a Repurchase Agreement for the subject property, and to pay off back taxes within a 5-month period. 

 No action was taken at this time on the personnel issue (Item 16-93).

ADJOURN

Motion was made by Selectman Brillant, seconded by Selectman Lyons, and it was unanimously (of those present) 
VOTED


To adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,







Patty Williams, Recording Secretary
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