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Dog Sitting and Doggie Daycare: Kennel, Kennel as a Home Occupation, or neither? 
Per Zoning Chapter 225 

  
 Taking care of other people’s pets has become a popular and needed business, however when 
operated from a home, certain regulations aside from State licensing can apply. Any activity that produces 
income is a Commercial Use unless it can be classified as a Home Occupation meeting the performance 
standards of 225-45; if a commercial use, the Kennel standards of 225-47 are applicable. If the business is 
small, taking care of no more than two pets, local zoning regulation is not applicable. 
 
The Zoning Ordinance can be found here: Town of Topsham, ME Zoning  
 
COMMERCIAL USE 
The use of lands, buildings or structures, other than a home occupation, defined below, the intent and result 
of which activity is the production of income from the buying and selling of goods and/or services, exclusive 
of rental of residential buildings and/or dwelling units. 
 
HOME OCCUPATION  
An occupation or profession which is carried on in a dwelling unit or structure accessory to a dwelling unit 
and which is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for residential purposes and which 
does not change the character thereof. The term "home occupation" shall include both professional and 
personal services.  
 
KENNEL 
Any place, building, tract of land, abode, enclosure or vehicle where three or more dogs or three or more 
cats, owned singly or jointly, are kept for commercial purposes, including but not limited to breeding, 
hunting, show, field trials or exhibition, or where one or more dogs or other pets are kept for their owners in 
return for a fee. This definition shall not apply to dogs or cats under the age of four months. 
 Note: By definition, a “commercial use” will produce income which arguably is the same as the 

returning of a fee. The first section of this definition dealing with commercial use points to “three or 
more dogs…” but a later section mentioning a simple fee points to “one or more…”. Where the first 
section reads with more detail and is more consistent with State licensing requirements, “one” as used 
in this section means three. 
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