APPROVED 3/6/25

TOWN OF TOPSHAM
SELECT BOARD MEETING
DONALD A. RUSSELL MEETING ROOM AND VIA ZOOM
5:55 P.M. FOR BOARD INTERVIEW
6:30 P.M., REGULAR MEETING FEBRUARY 20, 2025

MEMBERS PRESENT: Roland Tufts
Marie Brillant
Ann Callahan
Ryan Holmes
iviatt Nixon

MEMBER(S) ABSENT: All present

STAFF PRESENT: Town Manager, Mark Waltz; Assistant Town Manager, Jeff
Emerson; Chief of Police Marc Hagan; Director of Solid Waste, Ed
Caron; Public Works Director, Dennis Cox; and Town Clerk, Linda
Dumont.

A meeting of the Topsham Select Board was held on Thursday, February 20, 2025, in the Donald
A. Russell Meeting Room at the Municipal Building and via Zoom for members and/or interested
citizens who may wish to participate from home. Chair Tufts called the regular meeting to order
at 6:30 p.m. The Board met prior to the meeting at 5:55 to conduct an interview.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL

Everyone was invited to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Roll Call was taken,
and it was noted that all Board members were present.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

e The State has released drafts of the interpretive panels to be included as part of the new
Topsham-Brunswick Bridge. They look good. The State will be taking public comments
through 3/31. There is a link to the info in the Public Notices section on the front page of
the Town of Topsham website if you would like to see them and/or make comment to the
Maine DOT. ‘

o The State is having an “on demand virtual” public meeting - meaning you can watch
recorded info at any time and then submit comment - to share the details of the proposed
Route 196 bypass widening. A link to the materials is in the Public Notices section of our
website.
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e Congratulations to Goodwill who held a grand reopening of their Topsham store
today. They have signed a new 10-year lease and renovated the store.

Mark M. Waltz
Town Manager

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES — None noted.

PUBLIC COMMENT — None noted.

CORRESPONDENCE — Ms. Callahan received a comment and will forward to Board members.

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA - Executive Session Item 25-14 has been changed to
25-14 ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 M.R.S.A. SECTION (6) (C) TO
DISCUSS ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY

CONSENT CALENDER

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SELECT BOARD MEETING,
JANUARY 16, 2025

Motion was made by Ms. Callahan, seconded by Mr. Holmes, and it was unanimously
VOTED
To approve the minutes of the January 16, 2025 Select Board Meeting as written.

PUBLIC HEARING

25-04 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON AN APPLICATION
FOR A NEW LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE WRECK ROOM ME, LLC

It was noted that this agenda item was duly advertised. The Public Hearing was called to order.
Applicant Brent Gumbs responded to questions posed relative to the application.

1. Name of the business is Wreck Room ME LLC.

2. Business is located at 126 Main Street, Topsham, Maine.

3. Brent Gumbs is the sole proprietor.

4. There will be no dancing at the premises

5. Hours of operation will be:  Monday — Thursday 4:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Friday — 1:00 p.m. — 11:00 p.m.

Saturday — 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Sunday — 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
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6. Drawings of the floor plan have been forwarded to the State.

7. Customers will be restricted to two-alcoholie-drinles—¢ /i i i f’f’iu /f' i fie S
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8. No concerns were expressed from Codes, Fire and Police departments.

Motion was made by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Brillant, and it was unanimously
VOTED

To approve the application for a Liquor License for the Wreck Room ME, LLC.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS — None noted.

OLD BUSINESS — None noted.

NEW BUSINESS

25-05 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO AWARD THE BID
ON CULVERT REPLACEMENT FOR TEDFORD ROAD

Public Works Director Dennis Cox reviewed the two firms responding to the RFP for the Tedford
Road Culvert Replacement, and recommended that the bid from Pratt & Sons, Inc. be approved.

Contractor Gross Bid Water District Est. Town Est. Cost
Pratt & Sons. Inc. $894,550.00 $54,262.84 $840,287.18
Crooker Construction, LLC $959,722.50 $48,375.20 $911,347.30

Motion was made by Ms. Callahan, seconded by Mr. Nixon, and it was unanimously

VOTED
To award the bid for the culvert replacement on the Tedford Road to Pratt & Sons, Inc. in the
amount of $894,550.00.

25-06 CONSIDERATION AND ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO ALLOW THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT TO PARTNER WITH THE MAINE GAME WARDEN’S
OFFICE ON A MULTI-JURISDICTION ATV ENFORCEMENT/EDUCATION
GRANT

Police Chief Marc Hagan reviewed the multi-jurisdictional ATV enforcement/education grant
from the Maine Game Wardens Office (details of which were included in the board package). The
grant could be for a monetary total of up to $8.000 to use towards the enforcement and education
of ATV-related laws.

Chief Hagan said this is a good opportunity to partner with the Maine Game Wardens Service to
provide ATV enforcement education and safety tips within our community.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

25-14 ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 M.R.S.A. SECTION (6) (©) TO
DISCUSS ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY

Attending the Executive Session: Town Manager Waltz, Assistant Town Manager Emerson, Board
members Tufts, Brillant, Callahan, Holmes and Nixon.

At 7:50 p.m., motion was made by Chair Tufts, seconded by Mr. Nixon, and it was unanimously
VOTED
To come out of Executive Session and return to the regular meeting.
No action was taken as the result of the Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT

At 7:57, motion was made by Ms. Brillant, seconded by Mr. Holmes, and it was unanimously
VOTED
To adjourn the meeting.

Respeetfujly submitted)
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TOWN OF TOPSHAM, MAINE

Office of the Town Manager
100 Main Street
Topsham, Maine 04086
Telephone: (207) 725-5821
FAX: (207) 725-1731
Website: www.topshammaine.com

February 20, 2025

Dear Members of the Transportation Committee of the Maine State Legislature,

The Town of Topsham has participated in discussions and planning related to the proposed Merrymeeting Trail since
2008 and has had representatives on the Merrymeeting Trail Board of Supervisors since its establishment in 2015. We
believe a trail along this corridor, if done thoughtfully and in close collaboration with local municipalities, could benefit
our community.

Topsham also participated in the Rail Corridor Use Advisory Council (RUAC) process for the Lower Road in 2022-2023.

i@ majority report from that process recommended that the Maine Transportation Commissioner “work with the
Merrymeeting Trail Board of Supervisors and individual towns to identify potential trail segments where limited
motorized use may be permitted, such as where there is space for dual trails” or multi-use of one trail. We do not agree
with the Majority Report’s assertion that the trail should be for non-motorized uses only.

Your committee is currently considering LD 29, which would “Require the Department of Transportation to Implement
the Recommendations of the Lower Road Rail Use Advisory Council.” The Town of Topsham is supportive of this effort;
however, we want to make clear that it is very important to our community that the opportunity for motorized and
other types of trail use be included in any trail planning with Maine DOT and that all trail users are able to utilize the
segment of the Lower Road located in Topsham. If Maine is to abandon its critical public transportation infrastructure,
then as many taxpayers as possible should benefit from the new use — not just a small segment of the population. We
want to be certain that the RUAC’s recommendation regarding motorized access is honored in this process.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Select Board of thie Town of Topsham
{‘,/\ , L /_—r__,/‘ S
By: [ ) o

Ro'land Tufts, Chair




