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 MINUTES 

TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

HELD VIA ZOOM FROM INDIVIDUAL RESIDENCES 

JUNE 15, 2021 – 7:00 P.M. 

_______________________________________________  

  

  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Don Spann 

Scott Libby  

        Ronald Bisson   

        Larry Brann  

        Dan Flaig  

Bruce Van Note 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT:   

  

Joshua Spooner 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Assistant Town Planner, Andrew Deci. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 

Chairman Spann called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The recording secretary took the roll 

call and noted that all members were present, except for Mr. Spooner who had been excused. 

 

NOTES AND ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA 

 

(1) Board members unanimously agreed to add Item E to the agenda:  E.  SITE PLAN 

APPROVAL EXTENSION FOR SUNRAISE SOLAR, (AUGUSTA ROAD 

TOPSHAM, LLC) ON THE AUGUSTA ROAD 

 

(2) Assistant Planner Deci informed the Board that beginning July 8, 2021, the Topsham 

Planning Board will meet at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month 

 

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MAY 18, 2021 MEETING 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Flaig, and it was  

 

  VOTED 

   To approve the minutes of the May 18, 2021 meeting as written. 

         (The vote was 5 in favor with Mr. Van Note abstaining.) 

 
 

B. OLD BUSINESS – None noted.  

  

C. NEW BUSINESS 
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D. SITE PLAN AMENDMENT – SCULPIN LEDGE, LLC (WICKED JOE’S COFFEE) 

HAS PROPOSED A SITE PLAN AMENDMENT TO REPLACE A SEWER AND 

GRADING AT THE SITE AT 47 CANAM DRIVE, MAP R04, LOT 40-J 

 

Chairman Spann informed the Board that Wicked Joe’s Coffee is a former client.  He asked 

the Board if they wanted him to recuse himself or continue as Chairman.  The Board was in 

unanimous agreement that Mr. Spann continue to conduct the meeting as Chairman. 

 

Melissa Archbell, an Engineer with Sitelines, represented the applicant and said they are 

requesting approval to install a new sewer line and do some re-grading at 47 Canam Drive. 

The applicant previously received site plan and site plan amendment approval from the Staff 

Review Committee for the redevelopment of the barracks building and recruiting station.  

Those efforts were constrained to the addition of accessible ramps, changes in lighting and 

landscaping and the addition of handicap parking to the site. Subsequent to these approvals, it 

was determined that the site had an insufficient sewer lateral, which required replacement. Due 

to the amount of disturbance, this amendment must be reviewed by the Planning Board. 

 

The application, plan set, and supporting materials have been reviewed by staff and no 

comments were generated by the review.  

 

Following Ms. Archbell’s presentation, Chairman Spann asked for questions or comments 

from Board members.  Board member Flaig said he has a little bit of experience working on 

the booster pump station adjacent to the water tower and there is an existing water line that 

comes in from Canam Drive across the site to the pump station.  He said the depth is unknown 

and offered a general recommendation that the applicant have the contractor do some test pits.  

 

With no further comments to be heard, motion was made by Mr. Libby, seconded by Mr. Flaig, 

and it was unanimously  

 

VOTED 

 

 To approve the application of Sculpin Ledge, LLC for site plan amendment approval at 47 

Canam Drive on parcel R04-40J, with staff recommended conditions as identified in the 

memo to the Board dated June 11, 2021 from Andrew Deci.  The Board finds that the 

application meets the applicable standards of the site plan and zoning ordinances under 

175-8 of the Town of Topsham. 

 

E. SITE PLAN APPROVAL EXTENSION FOR SUNRAISE SOLAR (AUGUSTA ROAD 

TOPSHAM, LLC) 

 

 Kara Moody, from Stantec, represented the applicant and requested an extension of the site 

plan validity until March 15, 2022.  She said site plan approval was received for the 

approximately 20-acre solar energy conversion system (solar farm) on September 15, 2020.   
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 Site plan applications are valid for 12 months in which the applicant must either establish the 

use or begin construction.  Ms. Moody said the project has been delayed due to financing and 

is asking for a six-month extension in order for the project to come to fruition.   

 

 It was noted that no changes to the code or best practices have been identified since the project 

was approved and staff recommends approval of the request. 

 

  Motion was made by Mr. Libby, seconded by Mr. Brann, and it was unanimously 

 

VOTED 

 

 To approve the request by Augusta Road Topsham LLC to extend the period of site plan 

validity to March 15, 2022. 

 

F. ADJOURN 

  

 Before adjourning, Chairman Spann recognized Bruce Van Note and thanked him for all of 

his years of Service to the Topsham Planning Board. 

  

 Motion was made by Mr. Flaig, seconded by Mr. Van Note, and it was unanimously agreed to 

adjourn the meeting at 7:12 p.m.  

 

               Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

       Patty Williams, Recording Secretary    


